
   Last month Tule River Tribal Council 
held a very important water meeting for 
the community. On the next page is vi-
tal information from Environmentalist 
Kerri Vera re-capping what was learned 
at this meeting. Tule River Tribal Coun-
cil has also amended the Domestic Wa-
ter Ordinance governing conservation 
measures relating to domestic water us-
age. The amended ordnance went into 
effect May 12, 2015.
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Last month Councilman Kenneth McDarment led the Tule River Fire 
Department in the Recital of Oath at the historical Badge Pinning Event. 
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Tule River remembers!

The Redwood Sign was all decked 
out for the Memorial Day weekend. 
Tule River Native Veterans Post 
1987 held its annual parade and 
community event for the ‘Day of 
Remembrance’. Story and pictures 
on page 10.
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Continued on page 3

Drought restrictions in effect
   In California, we began seeing the beginning of Drought 
conditions in December 2011, when much of the state 
was considered “Abnormally Dry”.  

   From that point on, the state has become increasingly 
dry, resulting in the conditions we are in today, where 
much of CA is being categorized as “Extreme Drought” 
and even “Exceptional Drought”. 

   When comparing the amount of snow pack available 
in the Sierra Nevada mountain range, there has been a 
steady decrease since 2013. This decrease in snowpack in 
the higher elevations results in less watershed runoff and 
recharge. This lack in runoff and recharge becomes most 
evident in the summer or dry months.
   In this area of California, the average rainfall is ap-
proximately 10 to 11 inches per year. In 2014, however, 
rainfall was as low as 3.97 inches for the year. 

   Here on the Tule River Reservation we have seen the 
drop in river fl ow, or discharge, and even witnessed the 
river dry in several areas. When comparing the ‘dry’ 
month of July, on the South Fork Tule River as it leaves 
the Reservation, for the past few years we see that the 
fl ow reached a low of 4.4 cfs (cubic feet per second) and 
.98cfs in 2012. In July of 2014 the fl ow only reached a 
high of .71 cfs and by July 7th the river was no longer 
fl owing. For the fi rst time in known recorded or verbal 
history, the river dried, beginning just below Painted 
Rocks. The effects of the drought can be seen throughout 
the Reservation, from the river drying to the forest plants 
and trees drying. 
   In 2013 the Governor challenged California residents 
to reduce their water use by 20%. By January 2014, how-
ever, Californians had only reduced their use by 8.8%. As 
a result of the continued drought conditions, in April of 
this year the Governor mandated Californians to reduce 
water use again; this time by 25%. Unlike his previous 
mandate, however, the Governor has also mandated that 
enforcement measures be taken to ensure the water use 
reduction throughout the state. The following are some 
of the changes that will be implemented as a result of this 
mandate:
-Replacing lawns with drought-tolerant landscaping; 50 
million square feet of CA 
-Replacing old appliances with more water and energy-
effi cient models; rebate programs
-Requiring large landscapes to make signifi cant cuts in 
water use; campuses, golf courses, cemeteries
-Prohibiting new homes and developments from irrigat-
ing with potable water unless water-effi cient drip irriga-
tion systems are used
-Banning the watering of grass on public street medians
-Taking action against water agencies in depleted ground-
water basins that have not shared data on their groundwa-
ter supplies with CA
-Updating standards for toilets, faucets & outdoor land-
scaping in residential communities; taking action on 
communities that don’t comply
-Making permanent monthly reporting, by local water 
suppliers (of water usage, conservation and enforcement 
actions)
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Pick 10 Gallons a Day

More on water meeting
   On the Tule River Reservation, there are three sources 
for drinking water. The river is the largest source, pro-
viding up to 50-60% of the community’s drinking water, 
with springs and wells providing the remaining at ap-
proximately 30% and 10% respectively. If the river were 
to become unavailable to the Tribe, as a drinking water 
source, we would be reliant on the springs and wells, 
which will not have snowpack this year for recharge. 
   It is time to work together as a community to CON-
SERVE, and make the most of the water we have avail-
able.

   With conservation in mind, know that the amended 
Ordinance governing conservation measure relating to 
domestic water usages has gone into effect and will be 
policed and citations may be issued.
     Lawn and Landscaping irrigation restrictions are as 
follows; No irrigation between the hours of 10 a.m. to 6 
p.m. Persons residing on North Reservation Road may 
irrigate on Sundays, Tuesdays and Thursdays. South Res-
ervation Road residents may irrigate on Saturdays, Mon-
days and Wednesdays. Citations may also be issued for 
operating an irrigation system that has broken or missing 
sprinkler heads.
   Swimming pools and waterslide restrictions are as fol-
lows; A citable  offense is committed if one fi lls/refi lls 
swimming pools more than once each month during the 
months of June, July, August and September. Pool must 
have a fi lter and fi ltration system if the pool is at least 
1000 gallons in capacity. Water slides are allowed only 
with express written consent of the Tribal Council.
   Evaporative (Swamp) cooler restrictions are as follows; 
A person commits an offence when knowingly allowing 
evaporative cooler to overfl ow with water and a substan-
tial amount of water to fall upon impervious areas such 
that a constant stream of water overfl ows from the evapo-
rative cooler onto a street or other drainage area.
  An  offense has been committed if knowingly allow-
ing water to overfl ow and run continuously from a water 
trough.

   All plumbing and fi xtures shall be maintained and re-
paired in and outside of the home by the homeowner.
   Fire hydrants shall be used for emergency purposes 
only.
   Fines may range from $15 to $1,200 depending on how 
many times one violates the ordnance. For a more com-
prehensive look at this ordnance and your rights, please 
obtain a copy from the Tribal Offi ce. 

We use about 100 gallons of water a day. Little chang-
es make a difference; Encourage every member in your 
family or offi ce to save 10 gallons every day.
• Turn water off when brushing teeth - 4 gallons
• Don’t use toilet as trash can - 3 gallons
• Do only full loads of laundry. Cut back by one load a 

week - 5 gallons a day
• Keep a pitcher of cold water in fridge to drink - 6 

gallons
• Catch shower water as is heats to use on plants - 10 

gallons
• Limit to one full load of dishes a day - 2 gallons
• Take a shorter shower, cut your time by 2 minutes - 

10 gallons
• Use a basin or plug the sink when rinsing dishes by 

hand - 12 gallons
• Replace high fl ow shower heads - 3 gallons a minute
• Replace high fl ow sink aerators - 1.5 gallons a minute
• Pour out pet water on plants not down the drain - 1 

gallon
• Fill bathtub only half way - 15 gallons
• Fix dripping faucets - 3 gallons
• Make a compost pile instead of using garbage dispos-

al - 4 gallons
• Catch rinse water from washing veggies or draining 

pasta use it on your plants - 2 gallons

SAVE WATER!!

Report Water Waste and Leaks

Call

783-8850 or 784-3155
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3rd week in May
National Peace Offi cer Week

Community Meeting
Mark your calendars

For the next
Community Tribal Council

Meeting
Saturday, August 1st at 9 a.m.

Tule River Gym.
All Community members

 are invited to attend.
See you there!

   The third week of May is dedicated annually as Na-
tional Peace Offi cer Week. This is set aside as a time to 
remember those offi cers that have given their lives in the 
service of their community. On May 6th a contingency 
of Offi cers from the Tule River Tribal Police took part 
in Tulare County’s Peace Offi cer Memorial Service in 
Visalia. The service was to honor those that have paid 
the ultimate price in Tulare County and to honor their 
families as well. 
   The service was attended by representatives of every 
law enforcement agency in Tulare County and it was nice 
to see the Tule River represented this year. The ceremony 
included speeches by Tulare County District Attorney 
Tim Ward and Sheriff Mike Boudreaux, as well as per-
formance by LAPD’s bagpipe corps.

Tule River Fire Department
holds Badge Pinning Ceremony

   Last month the Tule River Fire Department made his-
tory for their department by holding the very fi rst ‘Badge 
Pinning’ Ceremony. The historical event was held at the 
Elder’s Building were friends and family gathered to 
honor the Tule River Fire Department personnel. 
   CalFire Local 2881 presented the Colors accompanied 
the bagpipes followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. Bat-
talion Chief Aaron Franco welcomed all for attending 
and gave the history of his department.
  The Tule River Tribe created an ‘all risk’ fi re depart-
ment. The fi rst day of service was June 1, 2006. Since 
then the department like any other experienced several 
monumental tasks, creating a department from nothing 
to something and has gone through many changes. “This 
ceremony is to commemorate all of the hard work the 
personnel have put into creating this department and lay-
ing the foundation for the future,” said Battalion Chief 
Franco.
   Chief Richard Brown also addressed the audience with 
welcome and paid honor to his Department and the men 
who work so diligently to protect the homes and sur-
rounding areas on the Tule River.
  Tule River Tribal Council Vice-Chairman, Kenneth 
McDarment preformed the recital of Oath and was Mas-
ter of Ceremonies for the evening. After the Oath was 
given, the men were pinned by their loved ones.
   The evening ended with a blessing of prayer and song 
by Joey Garfi eld asking the Creator to protect these men 
and this Reservation.
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Tule River Fire Department

Chief Richard Brown pinned 
by his father Bill.

Badge Pinning

Battalion Chief Aaron Franco 
pinned by his wife Brook.

Captain Corey Cason pinned 
by his wife Brianne.

Engineer jake Rayburn pinned 
by his wife Justine.

Engineer Daniel Wilson 
pinned by his wife Milena.

Fifefi ghter Josh Martin 
pinned by his father Eddie.

Captain Mike Vasquez 
pinned by his mother Connie.

Captain Robert Gonzalez 
pinned by his mother Gloria.

Engineer Jose Madrigal 
pinned by his mother .

Firefi ghter Marcus Bair 
pinned by girlfriend Allie.

Firefi ghter Christian Avalos 
pinned by his girlfriend 
Candice.

Firefi ghter Jesse Singh 
pinned by his father Kuldip.

Firefi ghter Andrew Dorris 
pined by his faher Rick.

Firefi ghter Connor Collins 
pinned by his father Jim.

2015
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Future forestry projects planned for Cold 
Spring to Parker Peak area
 submitted by Natural Resources Department

Forest notes

   The Natural Resources (NR) Department has begun 
the planning and environmental analysis process for a se-
ries of future forestry projects along the southeast side of 
the Reservation. The planning area includes about 2,500 
acres of forest that extends from North Cold Spring to 
Eagle Creek, and includes the Parker Peak and Redwood 
Corral areas.
   A series of forest management projects will be pro-
posed for implementation over the next fi fteen years or 
more. The primary management objectives will include 
protection of the upper South Fork Tule River watershed 
and improving forest health and productivity, including 
the giant sequoia groves located at North Cold Spring 
and Redwood Corral. Activities such as tree planting and 
thinning, fuels reduction, timber management, wildlife 
habitat enhancement, prescribe burning, forest insect 
and disease management, range improvements, and road 
maintenance are planned to accomplish the objectives. 
There may be other management objectives and activities 
added as the planning process progresses.
   The boundary area along the southeast side of the Res-
ervation has received little forestry project work over the 
past decade or more. This is partially due to the lack of 
an approved environmental document for this area. The 
NR Dept. is now conducting an environmental analysis 
for this 2,500 acre forest area to strengthen the Tribe's 
chances of receiving outside grants to fund the kinds of 
projects identifi ed above.
   Community input into the development of projects and 
identifi cation of resource issues and concerns is valuable 
as the planning process moves forward this year. Anyone 
who would like more information on the types of projects 
planned, locations of projects, and how to provide input 
should contact the Tribal Forestry Offi ce at 783-8892 or 
the Natural Resources Offi ce at 791-2127. 

Forest survey shows extensive tree mortality
 submitted by Natural Resources Department

   The forests of the southern Sierra Nevada Mountains 
are experiencing  severe tree mortality during this ongo-
ing  drought.  From Yosemite National Park south to Te-
hachapi, including the Tule River Reservation, forests are 
showing the highest tree mortality in the state.  Ponderosa 
pine, sugar pine, white fi r, incense cedar, and live oak 
seem to be most affected by the lack of water and increas-
ing beetle activity.
   Even though temperatures were mild in May and sev-
eral storms brought rain to the foothills and mountains, 
the water situation remains extreme for people and trees 
alike.  With very little snow this past winter, whatever 
rain that fell  this spring was quickly absorbed by the al-
ready drying ground.  
   Below are several observations made from U.S. Forest 
Service aerial surveys  completed in mid- April, 2015, 
within the southern Sierra Nevada region:
• On the Sierra and Sequoia National Forests, pine tree 

mortality is severe almost everywhere at lower eleva-
tions.

• The estimated number of trees killed on the Sierra 
and Sequoia National Forests combined exceeds 10 
million trees.

• Widespread pinyon pine  mortality is occurring on the 
eastern side of the Sequoia National Forest.

• Extensive areas of pine and oak mortality are occur-
ring in the Tehachapi Mountains, to the south.

   The cooler-wetter May will help a bit, as would a 
cooler-wetter June.  With no snow left in the Tule River 
watershed, below ground and surface water levels will 
gradually drop as summer progresses.
   The Natural Resources Dept. Forestry Crew continues 
to thin small trees and brush, with an emphasis on re-
moving trees that have become weakened by the drought.  
Project objectives include reducing the fi re hazard and 
leaving the healthier trees that will hopefully be strong 
enough to survive the 2015 summer.   In June, a timber 
harvesting project will begin on the north side of the Res-
ervation with objectives similar to the NR Department's 
thinning project.  In addition, dead and dying trees will be 
salvaged for their wood value.  
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Thank you Tule River

Last month Tulare County Sheriff, Lieutenant Cor-
nett presented Tribal Council with a Plaque of Ap-
preciation for the generous donation to Tulare County 
Sheriff Police Activities League from the Tule River 
Benefi t Golf Tournament a few month ago.

FSSD held an IWCA get together

Pictures here are CSU Fresno, and CSU Bakersfi eld 
graduate students in Social Work along with Tule Riv-
er Family & Social Service Department(FSSD) staff, 
Janie Sanchez, Jennie Perez, Amy Orosco and local 
Child Welfare Supervisors, including Leticia Castene-
da in front middle. This visit took place when ICWA 
held a get together on April 29 at the Justice Center, a 
brief tour and Indian Tacos! Other FSSD staff not in 
the photo included Crystella Coyote, Alicia Martinez, 
Marilisa Manuel, Trudy Pacheco and Lolita Garfi eld, 
MSW, Director, Family & Social Service Department.

Congratulations

Congratulation to the 2015 Porterville Adult School 
Graduates. From the left is pictured Teacher, Debra 
Lykins, Joseph Bearjaw Peyron, Tyler Lance Perez, 
Xylina Nikom Christman, Albert Samuel Guerrero 
and Alex C. Dick. Also receiving diplomas but not 
pictured were Nikia Ortega, Cynthia A. Baldwin and 
Kasdan C. Quesada. Joseph I. Sahagun also not pic-
tured, received his Adult School Certifi cate of Com-
pletion. Please join the Tule River Tribal Council in 
wishing all these fi ne young adults the best in their 
future endeavors.
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Sallie Lenares was celebrating her birthday at the 
May Elders Meeting.

News of  and for the Elders

Tule River Fire Department dropped by to say thank 
you to the Elders and present a plaque of appreciation 
for the use of their building for the Pinning Ceremony 
held last month.

      The Elders kept themselves busy last month. First of 
all, 37 Elders took a Mother day trip to Tachi Palace for 
Mother’s Day Bingo and had a great time. 
   The Elders also held a Swap Meet last month as a fund-
raiser with the proceeds going to the gift fund. They made 
$100 and had such a great time they want to have another. 
So check out the Elders Building Sunday, June 7th from 
7 a.m. to 4 p.m. and you may just fi nd the treasures you 
are looking for. If you would like to rent a space, they are 
only $10 and all you have to do is just show up with your 
stuff. 
   “I thought it was a nice atmosphere,” said Marcia Hunt-
er Estrada, “It was fun.”
   At the Elder’s regular monthly meeting, Tule River Fire 
Department Captain Corey Cason presented the Elders 
Council with a ‘Plaque of Appreciation’ for the use of 
the Elders Building last month for their Historical Badge 
Pinning Ceremony. You can read elsewhere in this publi-
cation about that event.
   Tule River Police Chief Chris Dempsie came by to give 
a monthly report to the Elders. He stated that there were 
1,600 patrol checks, 207 calls for service, 56 reports tak-
en and 14 arrests, one for DUI, two for spousal abuse and 
the rest for warrant arrests.
   Darrell Vera was concerned about non-tribal members 
being questioned. Chief Dempsie responded, “It is a fi ne 
line we walk there. But, our main concern is the safety 
and wellbeing of the Reservation residents.”
   Linda Santos would like to see what’s in place and 
wants more communication between DPS, Elders, Com-
munity and Tribal Council.

   Marcia Hunter- Estrada brought to the Elders meeting 
the Eagle Mountain Casino Entertainment Policy con-
cerning ticket scalping or re-sale of event tickets.  The 
policy now reads as follows:
9.8 Scalping or re-sale of event tickets will be prohibited.
9.8.1 Eagle Mountain Casino reserves the right to re-
fuse service to anyone where tickets were sold or re-sold 
without proper authorization. This includes, VIP passes, 
Tribal wrist bands, Tribal Elders Ticket, artist comps, 
comp tickets, back stage passes or any other means that 
would normally be recognized as entry into events. Eagle 
Mountain Casino will not be responsible reimbursements 
from these transactions.
9.8.2 Any person(s) caught violating this policy will be 
banned from Eagle Mountain Casino events for a period 
no less than 1 year. The director of marketing or the Gen-
eral Manager will determine and address any further ac-
tions that may be taken for reoccurring violations of this 
policy.
   Ms. Estrada stressed that Elder’s tickets are for the El-
ders and a guest, not to be giving away for sold. She, also 
said that the policy will be adhered to and is now in place.
   A lunch of subway sandwiches was served and Birth-
days were celebrated with cake. The Elders Council ex-
tends a warm-hearted invitation to attend the next Elders 
Meeting to all Tule River Elders. That will be Wednes-
day, June 10th at 10 a.m. in the Elders Building. Thurs-
day, June 11th at 9 a.m. Eagle Mountain Casino will be 
hosting the bimonthly Elders Breakfast at the Forest Buf-
fet. See you all there.
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If you are interested in this position, please submit the 
following:
 Completed Application
 Tribal Identifi cation (if applicable)
All requested information must be in the Human Re-
sources offi ce by 5:00PM on the closing date. Incom-
plete applications or failure to submit the requested 
information will result in the disqualifi cation of your 
application.

Tule River Indian Tribe of California
340 North Reservation Road
Porterville, CA 93257
559-781-7142
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Native Vets news

Continued n page 11

   This was a very busy month for our Native Veterans. It 
began with the ‘4th Annual Warrior’s Day on the Lake’ 
held Saturday May 2nd at Pine Flat Lake sponsored by 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. Eagle Mountain Ca-
sino provided a bus that picked up Veterans from the 
Porterville area and transported them to the Deer Creek 
Recreation Area for the Fishing Tournament.  All Vets 
received tackle and pole and also were provided with a 
boat and driver. There was lunch, entertainment and raf-
fl e prizes too! Rumor has it that all had a great time and 
Commander Stan Santos may have caught one of the ‘Big 
Fish’. At least that’s the story this reporter was told!
   May was a very important month for Veterans with Me-
morial Day the day set aside to remember those who gave 
their life and service for our country.
   Your Native Veterans started the Memorial Day week-
end on Saturday checking the grave sites of the Veterans 
on the Reservation to make sure that the fl ags and poles 
were in place and in good shape. After providing this ser-
vice for their comrades that have gone before them a Flag 
Retirement ceremony was held at the Veteran’s Building.

   Leland Castro explained that respect for the Flag of the 
United States was to provide for disposal of unservice-
able fl ags in a dignifi ed manner. “Our Flags which we 
love and cherish have become faded and worn and must 
be honorably retired from life. It is our way (Tule Riv-
er Native Veterans Post 1987) to commit these fl ags that 
are worn out from worthy service to a clean and purging 
fl ame.” Each Post member and members of the commu-
nity placed the worn out old glories in the fl ames with a 
salute of gratitude to honor the most sacred symbol of 
our Country’s patriotism. The day ended with a delicious 
barbecue, provide by Chef Harold Santos to the delight 
of all attendees.
   The following Monday all gathered outside the Tribal 
Offi ce for the Annual Memorial Day Parade around the 
loop.

   As is tradition, the Tule River Native Veterans Post 1987 
led the Parade with fellow member Leland Castro as this 
year’s Grand Marshall.

Sonne Nieto followed with the Phil D. Hunter Memorial 
fl oat with the Pow-wow Committee entry right behind. 
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More about the Vets

   Then along came Princess Lee Lee with family and 
friends as Ray Flores entertained all with song.

The horse riders were next in line including Shyla Franco 
the San Juan’s Day Princess Candidate and Kessin Bush 
the 2015 Kern County Stampede Day’s Rodeo Tiny Prin-
cess.

Tule River Fire followed with truck, Chief and ambu-

lance. Santos Troopers were to follow them; they were 
all the Santos women!

Continued n page 12

 Honoring Justin and Bernard Baga came next.

And last but not least was Tule River Police Chief Chris 
Dempsie bringing up the rear.
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And more on the Vets
   Then it was off to the Veteran’s Building for some time 
of refl ecting, food and music.

   Rhoda Hunter and Joey Garfi eld gave blessings and 
songs and Rhoda read the names of all the Tule River 
Veterans that have gone before us as Leonard Manuel Sr. 
honored them with his clap-stick. There was a moment of 
silence and Topanga Towns played Tapes.

   Dan Hackey announced the winners from the Parade. 
The Baga Family received third place for their ‘Honor-
ing of Justin & Bernard Baga, second place went to the 
Santos Troopers. Taking home the fi rst place plaque was 
none other the Pow-wow Committee.
   The Dulays served up a delicious barbecued chicken 
dinner and the group was entertained throughout the day 
by Cheyenne.

EMC to host cultural event
WHAT:            YOKUTS CULTURAL DAY
WHERE:           Eagle Mountain Casino Forest Buffet Area
WHEN:            Monday, June 22, 2015
TIME:               11 a.m. – 6 p.m.
WHY:               Celebrate EMC 19th Anniversary
WHO:              Joseph Garfi eld – Blessing 11 a.m.

Lance Canales & the Flood 12 p.m. -3 p.m.
Corney Williams - Indian Tacos  11 a.m. – 6 p.m.

                        Exhibitors/Vendors  11 a.m. – 6 
                        Bonus Cash – (must be 18yrs old & visit
                                                 booths)
Contact Person: Marcia Hunter Estrada, Events Assistant
                         (559)788-1895

Don’t go hungry join Porterville Gleaners

   The Porterville Gleaners is a local non-profi t organiza-
tion that has been incorporated since 1986. The Glean-
ers were established originally to help the low income 
Senior population here in Tulare County. The Porterville 
Gleaners is proud to announce that the age limit has been 
lowered to 25 years of age (no proof of age required). For 
a small annual or biannual fee the Gleaners give out 20 to 
30 lbs. of food every week for 50 weeks each year. They 
rely on a group of loyal constituents and volunteers. The 
Porterville Gleaners also has a Thrift Store at 680 South 
Main Street in Porterville that sells food and other donat-
ed items at a very reasonable cost. 
• 6 month membership $50
•  1 year membership $75
For more information or to sign up call Jolene Castle at 
the Tribal Offi ce at 559-781-4271*We kindly accept do-
nations.
*Thrift Store open 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Monday - Saturday - 
680 S. Main St., Porterville.
Note: If 20 or more join the Porterville Gleaners that 
live on the Reservation there is a good possibility that a 
Thursday delivery will added to the schedule here on the 
Reservation.
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Church on the Hill
Services every Sunday/Sunday School 10 a.m.

Wednesday Evening Service 6:30 p.m.
Sunday School for all Children
Transportation for Everyone!

190 N Reservation Rd.
Pastors: Roxanne and Nathan Burtt

We take prayer requests 24 hours a day
Call and leave a message at the church

788-2060 or 560-7671
Or drop off your prayer requests at the church in

 the prayer request mail box in front
God Bless You All!

Mater Delorosa Mission
Mas held every Sunday at 1 p.m.

Officated by
Monsignor Rondald Toyer

or
Monsignor Scott Daugherty
Potluck to follow servicers

Please bring your favorite dish to share
and Fellowhip

Tule Grace 490 Church

Every Sunday ~ 10 a.m.

Tule River Gym
Sometimes by the Rocks

Somtints by the River at the Tables
Pastor John Moreno

559-784-591

Ways to Worship
The Tule River Tribal Council and Employees

wish to express their sincerest condolences
to the family of

Samuel Daniel McDarment

Words alone can not express enough our heartfelt
sorrow at your loss.

May the peace of God be with you
during this difficult time.
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Tule River T- Ball

   The Tule River Recreation Department held the T-Ball Awards ceremony at the end of April.
   Brent Moody welcomed all and Dennis Sigo gave the blessing.
   All the kids received certifi cates of participation, pictures and T-shirts. Below are the teams who attended the 
awards ceremony.

Prent Moody coached the Pirates. Here are the Dodgers

It was Clay James and his little Yankees Last but not least it's the Giants.

After all the awards were handed out kids, family and friends all dined and pizza.
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Tule River celebrates Softball

Submitted by Jessica  Gonzalez, Recreation Staff 

The Exeter League surprised our Tule River Majors Team with a pizza party between games at our last game 
on May 20. They said numerous times that they liked how respectful our girls were and loved the sportsman-
ship our girls carried. Even parents were coming up to coment not only the Majors team, but also the Minors 
team and the coaches as well.

The Recognition Youth Softball Banquet took place on Friday, May 22. All Tule Softball players were recog-
nized for their sportsmanship and successful season. The youth softball Character Counts recipients were also 
announced. Four girls were recognized with the Victory With Honor Awards: Trustworthiness: Linda Lopez 
and Olivia Christman; and Respect: Teela Hunter and Michaela Peyron.

Tule River Major's Tule River Minors
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New cultureal website to launch this month

Leticia Brown was named 'Employee of the Month' for June as well as Pona Alviso.

What's happening at Eagle Feather?

  This month two veteran employees were named ‘Em-
ployee of the Month’ for June. Rebecca Chavez, Man-
ager for Eagle Feather Trading Post 1, said, “I have two 
young ladies who have really picked up the slack during 
our time of lacking personnel.  My picks for June will be 
Pona Alviso and Leticia Brown.”
   The names may sound familiar as they have both been 
‘Employees of the Month’ before and they are both Tule 
River Tribal members. In fact this is Leticia’s third time 
winning this prestigious honor. Leticia has been em-
ployed at Eagle Feather Trading Post for a little over two 
years now. She said, “I worked here before for four years. 
I came back because this is just a friendlier store and I get 
along real well with all my fellow employees and I really 
like our customers.”

   This is Pona’s second time achieving this honor. She 
has been with Eagle Feather for almost two years and re-
ally likes it. “This is an awesome job,” she said. “I like 
meeting all the different people, it makes life more inter-
esting.”
   Both women have been praised by Ms. Chavez for their 
willingness to step in and help in anyway they can as there 
haves  been many changes these last few months at Eagle 
Feather Trading Post I. All for the better, the store looks 
great and can accommodate almost any emergency need 
you may have. And don’t forget you can get a great cup 
of coffee, fi shing gear, inexpensive gas and cold drinks 
as well as nice clear clean water from the Glacier water 
treatment machine out front.

He’yuk nim notsi yo nim yokitsa,
Hello friends and family
Our Culture Theory is right 
around the corner from the 
launch date of June 12, 2015! 
Designed as a culture website, 
OCT is all about showcasing 
acts of native wellness. When 
Dani and I fi rst came up With 

the idea to launch this website, we immediately knew that 
the journey would start from home. A lot of the content 
will consist of events happening on the Tule River In-
dian Reservation, where we grew up. As we are currently 
based in Los Angeles, we will also incorporate projects 
we do off the rez and with people from all over the world. 
We are hoping to expand our knowledge and that of our 

people by traveling, learning and creating. Thank you to 
all the people in support of our new project, we are ex-
cited to see where this takes us!

Jasmine Curlin, Creator of Our Culture Theory
Please visit our website and share it with your friends!

Ourculturetheory.com
Contact:ourculturetheory@gmeail.com
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At the AIHEC meeting in Anchorage, Alaska, Willie 
Carrillo Sr. addressed TCU presidents to explain ef-
forts to reopen D-Q University.

California Indians Seek to Establish a TCU 

By Patty Talahongv,a fi rst published on May 2nd, 2015 at http://
www.tribalcollegejournal.org/archives/29510   
   There is currently an effort to bring back D-Q University 
(DQU) in Davis, California, after the institution stopped 
offering classes in 2005. Founded in 1971, DQU was the 
state’s only tribal college or university (TCU) and it was 
one of the fi rst six tribal colleges in the country that found-
ed the American Indian Higher Education Consortium (AI-
HEC). DQU thrived for decades until it lost its accredita-
tion 10 years ago. Still, the institution never quite closed 
its doors completely, even as weather and vandalism took a 
toll on the campus infrastructure. Today, a board of trustees 
is working to reopen the campus.
   Willie J. Carrillo Sr., president of the California Indian 
Education Association and vice chair of DQU’s board, 
says they continue to oversee operations on the campus 
and maintain the university’s 501(c)(3) non-profi t status. 
On August 11, 2012, the board signed a memorandum 
of agreement with the Inter-Tribal Council of California 
to strengthen its efforts to reopen DQU. On its website 
(www.d-qu. org) the board has posted an open letter to fu-
ture students encouraging them to sign up for the univer-
sity’s mailing list. Various trainings and meetings are held 
on campus to help maintain DQU’s compliance with the 
land deed that covers the 600-acre campus.
   “The project is still in the pre-planning phase for a num-
ber of reasons. In the past fi ve years the focus has been on 
board recruitment and infrastructure building,” says Car-
rillo. “Progress has been made by increasing the board of 
trustees from previously only four active members to now 

10 of 14 members (there are four current vacancies) with 
professional backgrounds and a variety of skills. One hun-
dred percent volunteers.”
   Carrillo continues, “There are currently seven commit-
tees which include: site development, fi nance, personnel, 
executive, fundraising, bylaws, and curriculum. These 
committees currently function at different capacities based 
on the number of volunteers engaged within each commit-
tee and the committee chairperson’s availability to sched-
ule regular meetings.”
   Repairs to the facility have been prioritized based on 
safety, usability, and cost, he says. So far both dorms have 
been maintained, but the administration building is still in 
need of repair. Meanwhile, the curriculum committee has 
the highest number of volunteers, including nine American 
Indian doctoral-level educators from across the country 
who, according to Carrillo, “have been outlining degree 
programs, classes, and curriculum.” Carrillo adds that the 
committee is also crafting a survey to send out to Califor-
nia tribes “to assess the type of degree programs that are 
most needed and desired.”
   On the economic front, Carrillo maintains that the fi nance 
committee is working with the U.S. Department of Educa-
tion to submit fi nancial audits for the fi nal year the school 
was open and to show DQU is currently in good fi nancial 
standing. He says a planning session was held last June and 
that a strategic plan is being developed and facilitated by 
Chris Peters from the Seventh Generation Fund.
   Meanwhile, the Yocha Dehe Wintun Nation is leading 
another, separate effort to establish a tribal college. Mari-
lyn Delgado serves as the director of California Tribal Col-
lege (CTC) and states, “We are planning to start with a 
certifi cate program in 2015. At the same time, we are mov-
ing forward on our work to identify a site, continuing the 
second phase of a critical feasibility study, and completing 
a capital campaign study. Once these are complete, we will 
determine the type of campus we will need.”
   The board hopes to have an actual campus with a broad 
range of facilities, classrooms, and faculty. “Our board of 
regents has decided that to best serve our future students 
we should have both a brick-and-mortar campus includ-
ing dormitories and online classes for remote tribes. Some 
of our early research has indicated a central campus with 
smaller satellite facilities is also an effective option to con-
sider.”
   Delgado is well aware of the efforts to revive DQU. 
“CTC leaders have been in contact with the board at D-Q, 
which is a completely separate organization, but there is 
no ongoing working relationship at this time.” Meanwhile, 
Carrillo maintains, “We support the California Tribal Col-
lege effort led by Yocha Dehe Wintun Nation and have had 
a couple of informal discussions to explore ways that we 
may be able to work together in the future. We hope to con-
tinue these discussions because we’re all working towards 
the same goal and see the critical need for a strong and 
sustainable tribal college in California.”



-19-



-20-

Last granduating class for Citrus South Tule

Continued on page 25

   Last month Citrus South 
Tule participated in its last 
graduation as a single school 
district. As reported earlier 
Citrus South Tule will be-
come part of the Porterville 
Union School District. This 
was 141st graduating class 
of Citrus South Tule. A sad 
affair? No, this did not de-
tour from the proud parents 
friends and other family 
members from enjoying the 
day.

   First Mrs. Joanne Brisco, K-1st grade teacher, presented 
her class awards. Tro-Khud Graza, Shy-Lee Peters and 
Mercedes Fox received trophies for turning in a 100% 
of their home work. Shy-lee Peters and Aiden Cordero 
received honors in math, the reading award went to Eric 
Vega, Creative Writing of Ava Moisa, Citizenship to Te-
mia Acosta and Sportsmanship to Kashyia Castaneda. 
Receiving awards for Most improved were Donaven 
Buckskin-Bell and Scarlette Jeff and Mercedes Fox was 
Mrs. Brisco’s Student of the Year.

   Graduating from kindergarten and advancing on to fi rst 
grade were Donaven Buckskin-Bell, Kashyia Castaneda, 
Tro-Khud Garza and Shy-Lee Peters.

   Mrs. Tracy Loehner announced her 2nd and 3rd grade 
awards next. Norissa Franco received honors for 100% 
homework, honor roll and was Student of the Year. Re-
ceiving trophies for Student of the Year and Honor Roll 
was Moi-Yukh Rubio. Laura Varela received awards for 
Citizenship and Reading. Honored for Citizenship and 
Honor Roll was Chloe Vega. Neh-Ehsh McDarment was 
awarded a trophy for athletes and Most Improved. The 
Math award with the Charlie Guerrero. Aitiana Cordero 
was received honors in Spelling and Honor Roll. The 
Math award went to Marcus Franco.

   Presenting Grades four through six with their awards 
was teacher Mrs. Donna Little. Gloria Varela and Rob-
ert Mejia received honors in reading, Lexy Espinosa re-
ceived the math award and Spelling awards went to Ron-
nie Santos and Cowell Baga. The most improved students 
were Zoey Vega, Monyicia Mejia and Connor Lyon. 
Alina Robles was the homework princess for this class. 
Honor Roll students were Alina Robles, Gloria Varela ad 
Ell-Ow McDarment. The Character Counts Awards for 
citizenship went to Victor Garcia, Connor Lyon and Cyris 
Guerrero. And a drum roll please…All-Start Student of 
the year…Ell-Ow McDarment.



-21-

More on the CST Graduation
Mrs. Little also recognized the 2014/2015 Student Coun-
cil, Ell-Ow McDarment, President, Monyicia Mejia, vice 
President, Lexy Espinosa, Secretary and Alina Robles 
treasurer. Class Representatives were Cowell Baga sixth 
grade, fi fth grade was Robert Mejia, Gloria Varela fourth 
grade and third grade was Aitiana Cordero.

   Superintendant David Huchingson presented the 2015 
Graduation Class of Citrus South Tule with certifi cates of 
completion. Advancing on to the seventh grade are Dale 
"Cowell" Baga, Victor Garcia, Ell-Ow McDarment, Mo-
nyicia Mejia and Ronnie Santos. The graduates all pro-
ceed to the little red school building to ring the bell as 
tradition has it.

   Grads, parents, family, 
students and friends were 
treated to a potluck provid-
ed by the Parent Commit-
tee and all celebrated the 
day with cake.
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Is your child struggling in Middle School?
   Towanits Education Center will be offering a 
special learning opportunity this Summer for 
struggling Middle School students. Beginning 
on June 15th Towanits will offer the  parents of 
middle school students who are falling behind 
in school an opportunity to enroll their child in 
a specially designed Summer School experience 
offering a rich educational program designed to 
reignite their child’s interest in learning through 
the exploration of their own culture, origins, lan-
guage and history – including the and emphasis 
on the Tule River system of Tribal Governance.   
This instruction will be blended with  individual-
ized instruction in applied math and writing ex-
periences – designed to raise their profi ciency and 
academic confi dence.  The Program will conclude 
on July 24th – with a student exhibition of their 
learning – parents will be invited!
   Enrollment in this program is limited – so please 
contact us at the earliest opportunity to reserve a 
spot.

Honoring Tule River Scholars
with a trip to Hearst Castle

   On Tuesday, June 9th the Education Department will 
be honoring Tule River scholars who earned high marks 
at school during the 2014/15 school year with a “Hon-
ors Field Trip” to Hearst Castle and a day on the Pacifi c 
coast.  This trip recognizes our students who were among 
the top of their class during this past year in grades K-12. 
In addition to a tour of the Hearst Estate, students will en-
joy a special box lunch and spending some time explor-
ing the beautiful Cambria coast and beach.

Burn restrictions are in place
Based on the ongoing drought and the extreme danger 
due to fi re to persons and property of the Tule River Indi-
an Reservation the Tribal Council has approved the fol-
lowing burn restrictions which are effective as of May 5, 
2015.
1. There shall be no burning in the higher elevations 
of the Reservation except at designated campgrounds. 
Designated campgrounds are Chollolo Campground, 
Redwood Campground, and Painted Rocks Campground

2. There shall be no open burning on the Reserva-
tion to include but not limited to agricultural, forestry, or 
domestic burning of any brush piles, yard trimmings or 
any other debris. These restrictions includes burn barrels 
and fi re pits.

a. Barbecue grills, smokers and deep pits are autho-
rized in the community areas provided that they meet ad-
equate fuels clearances as applicable.

b. Fires used for Sweat Lodges and other ceremo-
nies are authorized provided that adequate precautions 
are made to ensure the safety of such fi res.

3. If there is a question on whether it is OK to burn 
please contact the Tule River Fire Department at 559-784-
1590 or the Tule River Tribal Offi ce at 559-781-4271.
The Tribal Council would like to thank the Membership 
and Community Members for their cooperation and un-
derstanding in regards to this matter. This matter will be 
reviewed for lifting of burn restrictions when conditions 
improve. 

Community Meeting
Mark your calanders for

TheTribal Council
Community Meeting

Saturday, August 1st at 9 a.m.
Tule River Gym.

All Community members
 are invited to attend.

See you there!
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Future Generations Department 

Feel free to Contact Future Generations  
559.782.5554 

Victor Silvas Jr. ext. 2111 
Amanda Sierra ext. 2110 
Jahida Zarate ext. 2104 

Come join us every Thursday this June 
2015 and learn how to play Pokemon. We 
will be starting at 4:00 p.m. sharp. We will 
be giving away free packs of 
Pokemon cards. If you have 
Pokemon cards, bring them 
to play also. 
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I nominate Nicholas Carabay for the pil-
lar of responsibility for many reasons. 
Nicholas is always prepared when he ar-
rives at the Study Center. When he en-
ters the classroom, he doesn’t give in to 
the other distractions that his classmates 
might. He gets straight to work, and nev-
er once, has he forgotten his homework 
at school. He is very honest when I’m 
recording his assignments. No matter the 
content, excited or not, he tells me and 
is ready for the task at hand. Nicholas is 
awesome to have in my classroom and I 
am happy to recognize him.
                                               Mrs. Tapia 

I nominate Adalene Duran for Respon-
sibility. She is very diligent at com-
pleting all of her school homework 
and her supplemental homework daily. 
Adalene has always shown responsi-
bility in making sure the classroom is 
clean before she leaves every day. I’m 
very proud of Adalene and how she has 
increased her responsibility level in the 
past few months.               Mrs. Sandoval 

Miss Maya Hernandez is a great repre-
sentation of the Pillar of Responsibil-
ity. Each and every day, Maya comes 
into class and immediately begins her 
homework with no questions asked. She 
chooses to do the academically respon-
sible duty of completing extra reading 
and supplemental assignments as well. 
Maya is an exceptional role model for 
our classroom and demonstrates great 
effort, dedication and scholarliness. I 
know there are many wonderful things 
in store for this girl and I can’t wait to 
see how she excels. Stay focused and 
fabulous Miss Maya.
                           Mrs. Courtney Cardoza 

For the Character Counts! Responsibility Pillar I picked 
Mychael Barella. When Mychael comes in to the class she does 
not have to be told to get her work started. She sits down and 
gets right to any work she has to get done. She always does 
what she is supposed to and is always trying her best. I feel she 
sets a good example for others in our class and is very account-
able for her actions. She truly epitomizes the Pillar of Respon-
sibility for Character Counts! Good Job Mychael.
                                                                                Mrs. Franks

Self-disciplined, Miss Trinity Garza arrives at TRISC ready to 
work on assignments. Trinity is great at keeping her focus even 
while her classmates may be at times distracting. While assign-
ments may be taxing, Trinity keeps composure and displays 
great patience while waiting for assistance. Trinity has a deep 
understanding for our expectations and follows classroom rules 
without fail. We continually see Trinity striving to be at her best 
and are thankful she continues to put forth the effort.
                                                                                  Ms. Victoria 
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Tule River Studey Center

Piollar of  Character
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I nominate Ronnie Santos for being responsible. He is a great student in the class-
room at the Education Center. He is quiet and shy sometimes but he asks for help 
when needed. Ronnie respects my instructions when I ask him to complete a task. 
Ronnie is a bright student and it is a pleasure to have him come in to my class.
                                                                                                   Adriana Rodriguez

Decemberrain Garfi eld is a wonderful little girl. She is also very respectful and 
full of character. She is being nominated for the pillar of Responsibility. Without 
a doubt Decemberrain knows what to do and when to do and doesn’t have to be 
asked twice. In addition to taking care of her responsibilities as a student she can 
also be counted on to be a great big sister and take care of her younger sister. 
Good job Decemberrain!                                                              Mrs. E. Brumley 

This month’s pillar for character counts is Responsibility. When I stop and think 
about all of my students and the topic of responsibility, one young man in par-
ticular comes to mind quickly: Gage Wright. When he comes to class, he is 
always well behaved and is very mindful of his fellow classmates. Way to go Ga
ge!                                                                                    Mr. Malone

I’m proud to nominate Cheritan Washburn as this month’s Character Counts stu-
dent. Cheritan is a 6th grade student at Pioneer Middle School. Cheritan exempli-
fi es what it is to be a responsible student. Cheritan comes in ready to work dis-
playing perfect manners and incredible consideration of others. Cheritan adheres 
to instruction and is always on task. Keep up your strong character Cheritan and 
congratulations!                                                                                      Mr. Garcia

d
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d 

Tule River
 Towanits Education Center

Piollar of  Character
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Buzzy Bear is back
   Here is some Indian philosophy I would like to share 
with the people, especially the youth.
   I would also like to thank the Tule River Education 
Director Jerry Livesey for his view on the importance of 
sharing Native wisdom.                                    Thank you,

Buzzy Bear
Twelve Principles of Indian Philosophy

1. Wholeness: All things are interrelated. Everything in 
the universe is part of a single whole. Everything is 
connected I some way to everything else. 

2. Change: Everything is in a constant change. One sea-
son falls upon the other. People are born, live and die. 
All things change. There are two kinds of change. 
The coming together of things and the coming apart 
of things. Both kinds of change are necessary and are 
always connected to each other.

3. Change occurs in cycles or patterns. They are not ran-
dom or accidental. If we cannot see how a particular 
change is connected, it usually means that our stand-
point is affecting our perception.

4. The physical world is real. The spiritual world is real. 
They are two aspects of one reality. There are sepa-
rate laws, which govern each. Breaking of a spiritual 
principle will affect the physical world and visa versa. 
A balanced life is one that honors both.

5. People are physical and spiritual beings.

a) The capacity to have and t respond to dreams, visions,
     ideals, spiritual teachings, goals and theories.
b) The capacity to accept theses as a refl ection of our un-
     known or unrealized potential.
c) The capacity to express these using symbols in speech,
     art or mathematics.
d) The capacity to use this symbolic expression towards
     action directed at making the possible a reality.

6. People can acquire new gifts. But, they must struggle 
to do so. The process of developing new personal 
qualities may be called “True Learning.”

7. There are four dimensions of “Truce Learning.” A 
person learns in a whole and balanced manner when 
the mental, spiritual, physical and emotional dimen-
sions are involved in the process.

8. The spiritual dimension of human development has 
four related capacities:

9. People must actively participate in the development 
of their own potential.

10. A person must decide to develop their own potential. 
The path will always be there for those who decide to 
travel it.

11. Any person who sets out a journey of self-develop-
ment will be aided. Guides, teachers and protectors 
will assist the traveler.

12. The only source of failure is a person’s own failure to 
follow the teachings.

You’ve got to look at things with the eye in your heart, not with eye in your head.



Fresh Tomato Salsa
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Makes 6 services, this salsa has a fresh taste with the 
apples added. Serve with the Soft Chicken Tacos on 
the right.

June USDA Food
Distribution
559-781-3129

Soft Chicken Taco

Tacos can be served for lunch or dinner. This recipe 
uses fresh tomato salsa. This recipe serves 4

June 24 - Tule River
9:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

June 25, 26 & 29
Tule River Warehouse 
8:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.

& 1:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Ingredients
• 2 chicken breasts, thawed, skinned and boned
• 1/2 teaspoon vegetable oil
• 1 teaspoon garlic, fi nely chopped
• 1/4 teaspoon salt
• 1/4 teaspoon black pepper
• 2 teaspoons taco seasoning or chili powder (Optional)
• 1 green pepper, sliced
• 1 medium onion, sliced
• 4 soft tortillas, 6-inch size
• 1/4 head Romaine lettuce, sliced thin
• 1/4 cup tomatoes, diced
• 4 teaspoons fresh tomato salsa (on this page)
• 1 tablespoon parsley or cilantro, chopped (Optional)

Directions
1. In a large bowl, mix chicken, vegetable oil, garlic, 

salt, and pepper.
2. If using taco seasoning or chili powder, add them too.
3. Cover the bowl with plastic wrap, and place it in the 

refrigerator for about 30 minutes.
4. While the chicken is in the refrigerator, cook the pep-

per and onion, on stove top, over medium heat until 
done (about 12 minutes).

5. Cook the chicken over medium heat. Cook each side 
about 10 to 15 minutes.

6. Place chicken on a plate. Let it cool for 5 minutes. Cut 
the chicken into strips. 

7. To make the tacos, put chicken on the tortilla fi rst. 
Add peppers and onion strips next. Top with lettuce, 
tomato, and salsa. If using parsley or cilantro, add that 
too.

Ingredients
• 1 cup tomatoes, fi nely chopped (or ½ can, about 8 

ounces, low-sodium diced tomatoes)
• 1/2 cup apple, peeled and fi nely chopped
• 1/4 cup onion, fi nely chopped
• 2 tablespoons lime (or lemon) juice
• 1 teaspoon garlic, fi nely chopped
• 1/2 teaspoon vegetable oil
• 1/4 teaspoon salt
• 1 teaspoon fresh parsley or cilantro, fi nely chopped 

(if you have it)
• 1 tablespoon cayenne pepper or jalapeño chilies, 

chopped (if you have it)
Directions

1. In a medium-size bowl, combine tomato, apple, on-
ion and lime juice (or lemon juice). Mix well.

2. Add garlic, vegetable oil, and salt to bowl. If using 
parsley, cilantro, cayenne pepper, or jalapeño chilies, 
add them too. Mix well.

3. Cover bowl and refrigerate for 15 minutes. Serve 
cold.



smacked a person with these heavy padded gloves on. 
And how much fun it would be whacking and pounding 
one and another especially when no one got hurt. 
   Finally, Eddie got to the point. “Who would like to put 
the gloves on and really try them out?” “Who wants to 
be fi rst?”
   Everything and everyone grew silent. We seemed to for-
get all that Eddie had been saying.  I was thinking about 
the local fi ghts I’d seen, fought in anger and fueled by al-
cohol, for whatever reason. Fights that frightened us and 
sometimes gave us bad dreams.
   None of us moved. I imagine that the rest of the kids 
were thinking similar things. Eddie seemed to know what 
was going on in our heads, what we might be afraid of. 
He kept talking and reassuring us.
   One brave soul stepped forward, it was Leonard Man-
uel. As Eddie was putting the gloves on him and con-
gratulating Leonard for being the fi rst one, he kept talk-
ing. Only now he was tempting, teasing and trying to 
persuade one of us to step up and be second. We silently 
stood our ground.
   Suddenly in a friendly joking way he directed his talk 
right at me. I felt trapped! Boy, that Eddie Hunter was 
slick. I found no way to vanish into the bush like Hollis’s 
donkeys. As I was thinking, Eddie was trying the gloves 
on me. The audience, the rest of the boys and the older 
men never cracked a smile nor even blinked their eyes.
   When the gloves were laced and tied, they went half way 
up our skinny little forearms. Next thing I knew Leon-
ard and I were throwing wild haymakers. Everyone else 
started cheering and clapping. Just about then, Leonard 
whacked me a good one and knocked me down. End of 
round one! Round two and three were called by someone, 
somehow. No one had a watch. Round four never hap-
pened. Somewhere between round two and three, we both 
got tired and stopped swinging our arms. Laughing we 
quit. Everyone clapped and clapped. It was great fun, just 
as Eddie said it would be. No one got hurt, nor skinned up 
nor bruised. We were tired, laughing and happy. The rest 
of the kids saw that using boxing gloves was a better way 
to play fi ght, at least it seemed that way.
   That was our fi rst boxing match for kids on the reser-
vation and my last. Other kids boxed now and then with 
Eddies’ gloves but I never saw them. Eddie was always 
good to the kids as were all the rest of the older people.
   Several years later, we heard that Leonard and another 
young man were going to battle it out for the Porterville 
Union High School “Golden Gloves Championship”. I 
never saw the fi ght because I had quit school. I couldn’t 
read nor write and I was so far behind it seemed hope-
less at the time. Anyway a few of the kids that went to 
high school were lucky to see the fi nal “Golden Gloves” 
boxing match. They were the Continued on page 35
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The Boxing Gloves ©
A story by Lawrence Garfield written by his wife Andy Garfield

   It was around the early part of 1942 Eddie Hunter 
bought two pair of boxing gloves.
   The next day someone brought this news to school. No 
one knew who started what we thought might be a rumor. 
It all got lost in the excitement.
   None of us had ever seen a real genuine pair of leather 
boxing gloves, real or imagined! We had never seen a 
boxing match, nor as yet heard one being played out on 
the radio. All we knew about boxing we learned by listen-
ing to the men when they sat around talking.
   Of course, we had seen a variety of fi ghts during our 
young lives, some very bad fi ghts between our own men. 
These were very scary, dangerous fi ghts. No one wore 
“boxing gloves”. With all that in mind the thought of see-
ing real ‘boxing gloves’ was exciting. I almost forgot to 
mention that Eddie invited every one of us boys over to 
his house after school to see these gloves.
   The feeling of excitement grew as the day wore on. This 
kind of excitement makes boys restless. We just couldn’t 
sit still. All day we squirmed, we laughed, we punched 
each other a little. We jumped over nothing, twisting and 
turning. Any kind of movement a person could think 
about, but we couldn’t sit still.
   The school day came to an end with a thundering roar 
as we scrambled out the door like a herd of wild horses. 
Breathless we arrived at Eddie’s house.
   Eddie Hunter and his friends were waiting for us. As we 
gathered, Eddie came out of his door carrying a box with 
the genuine leather boxing gloves inside it, two pair of 
them. All the older men sat quietly watching.
   Eddie let all of us try the gloves on, one at a time. One 
at a time, we felt the leather. Some of us even patted them 
as you would a horse or a dog. All the time Eddie was 
helping us try them on he was talking. He told us about 
boxing and how good we looked when he put the gloves 
on us. He told us how it really didn’t hurt when someone 



Welcome back Garfi elds!
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people who told the rest of us on the Rez. what happened. 
   As I heard the story; The guy Leonard had to fi ght 
was by far the favorite to win. Everyone pictured him 
as the "next Sugar Ray Robinson". When he entered the 
ring, the whole audience cheered when Leonard entered 
the ring only the kids form the Rez cheered.  The bell 
rang and the fi ght began. It didn’t last long. A couple 
rounds later Leonard knocked the young champion to be 
out cold. Leonard Manuel was the winner. He won the 

“Golden Glove” trophy for 
the best boxer at Porterville 
Union High School for that 
year. For the whole story, 
you must ask Leonard. By 
the way, Leonard’s trophy 
was a well-crafted pair of 
Golden Gloves that hung 
on a silver chain around his 
neck. I saw the gloves and 
chain myself. 

   A few years later Ernest Christman fought Amateur 
Boxing at the Old Green Mill in Porterville. The Old 
Green Mill was located near the area where Sierra View 
Hospital is now.
   Ernest won fi ghts and lost fi ghts. I’m sorry Ernest is 
gone, maybe his family can tell you more about it.
   I saw Ernest fi ght several times. He always wore green 
trunks with white stripes on the sides. We were all very 
proud of Ernest and Leonard.
   Both Leonard and Ernest were so easygoing, peaceful 
men that a stranger would never guess that they were bet-
ter than the average man with their fi sts.
   The Old Green mill is gone now like Biddles and so 
many old shops here in Porterville that meant so much 
to us.
   Professional wrestling and all the city dances were held 
there at the Green Mill. The last I heard about this place it 
became a roller rink for a while. Like everything else it is 
all a memory worth keeping and passing on.

The Boxing Gloves © Cont'd

   Let us all welcome back Lawrence and Andy Garfi eld. I 
know you have missed their stories as much as I have and 
we are all very glad to see this new installment of life on 
the Reservation 'back in the day'. Thank you so much Mr. 
Garfi eld for sharing your young life with us all and thank 
you Mrs. Garfi eld for getting it all down on paper. These 
stories are priceless and very much appreciated. Thank 
you again and we look forward to reading many more.



   It is said that when Creator 
was giving a place for all 
the spirits to dwell who 
would be taking part in 
the inhabitants of Mother 
Earth, there came a sound, 
a loud BOOM, form off in 
the distance.

   As Creator listened, the 
sound keep coming closer 
and closer until fi nally it 
was right in front of Cre-

ator. “Who are you?” Asked Creator. “I am the spirit of 
the drum,” was the reply. “I have come here to ask you 
to allow me to take part in this wonderful thing.” “How 
will you take part?” The Creator questioned. “I would 
like to accompany the singing of the people, when they 
sing from their hearts, I will sing too as though I was the 
heartbeat of Mother Earth. In that way, all creation will 
sing in harmony.” Creator granted the request and from 
then on the drum accompanied the people’s voices.
   Throughout all of the world, the drum is the center of 
songs.
   The sound of the drum brings completeness, courage, 
excitement, strength and the fulfi llment to the songs. It 
is Mother Earth’s heartbeat giving her approval to those 
living upon her.
   It draws the eagle to it, which carries the message to 
Creator.
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Native American Legend
The story of the drum

They are!

We only had one guess on this picture and that was 
Georgeanne Rubio, she also knew that the man on 
the far right in this picture is Sylvester Garfi eld. Paul 
McDarment is on the far right and in the middle is Joe 
Carrillo Jr.

Georgeanne also knew this man was Joe Carrillo. 
Charlotte LaMontte called to say she knew Joe Car-
rillo Jr. too and Judy Nieto gave it a guess at the El-
ders meeting and she was right. It is Joe Carrillo Jr. 
We thank Willie Carrillo Sr. for sharing his photos of 
his father from long ago.

Submited by Elaine Flores

We here at the Tribal Offi ce, wish to have the 'Guess 
Who' game back next month. Come on guys share some 
of your old photos. Just bring them by to scan and then 
take them back home with you, no need for me to keep 
them. Or  you can e-mail them to Frances.Hammond@
tulerivertribe-nsn.gov.
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Tule River Tribal Council and
The Human Resources Department

Wish Tule River Employees
A Very Happy Birthday

Tule River Employee June Birthdays

June 17
Andrew Dorris - Stucture Fire Department

Kenneth Curlin - Eagle Feather Trading Post 1
Matthew Steenbergen - Oak Pit

June 18
Aaron Franco, Sr. - Stucture Fire Department

Monica Franks - Education Study Center
June 19

Jaswant Singh - Stucture Fire Department
June 20

Carl Ramos - McCarthy Ranch
Robert Parker - McCarthy Ranch

Chelsie Pergeson - Oak Pit
June 21

Matthew Carabay - Public Works
June 23

Jose Ruiz - Natural Resource
June 24

Tammy Montijo - Education Study Center
June 25

Frances Hammond - TRTC
Mary Sanchez - Facilities Management

Nick Young - Gaming Security 
June 26

Joshua Martin - Stucture Fire Department
June 27

Tyler Perez - Natural Resource
June 28

Zachary Tolson - Oak Pit
June 29

Michael Aromin - Education Study Center
Thomas Perez, Sr. - Gaming Security

June 30
Robert Gonzales - Natural Resource

17
uurree  FFiirree  DDeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeppaarrttmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmeenntt

Did we miss your birthday? If so, please stop by the 
Human Resource offi ce to update your information.

June 2
Shelisa Yacuta - Education Center

Kenneth Gonzales - Natural Resource
June 5

Gayline Hunter - Offi ce of General Counsel
Curtis Nieto - Facilities Management
Matthew South - Education Center

June 7
Paula Christman - Finance

June 8
Angela Carabay - Facilities Management

Ernest Medina - Education Center
Lawrence Tovar - Education Study Center

June 9
Richard McDarment Sr. - USDA Food Distribution

Felix Christman - Oak Pit
June 10

Armando Sanchez - DPS
Omero Bravo - DPS

Edward Gomez - Eagle Feather Trading Post 1
Yesica Magdaleno-Arias - TRTGC Compliance

June 11
Donald Dever - Education Study Center

Melissa Prieto - Wildland Fire Department
June 12

Bridget Lenares - Gaming Security
June 14

Sabrina Nieto - Tribal Administration
June 15

Shane Smith - TRTGC Compliance
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Tule River Indian Health
Center Inc.

Clinic Hours
Saturday (Medical only)

8 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Walk-ins 8 a.m. - 12 p.m.

Monday thru Friday
8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Closed Sundays

New Phone Numbers
Several departments have moved to the Justice Center 
and their phone numbers have changed, here are the new 
numbers:
Language Department…………………..(559) 789-9013
Public Works…………………………….(559) 853-6102
The Offi ce of General Counsel.................(559) 853-6058
Administrative Assistant
Stephanie Sierra........................................(559) 853-6058
Notary Public/Legal Clerk
Gayline Hunter..........................................(559) 853-6115
Legal Assistant
Roxanne Burtt...........................................(559) 853-6112
General Counsel
Charmaine McDarment.............................(559) 853-6111
WIA
Training Coordinator Charlotte Salas.......(559) 853-6054 
Director Teri Dobson................................(559) 853-6092
Department of Family & Social Services..(559) 853-6057
Elders Building………………………….(559) 853-6153
Telecommunications………………….....(559) 783-9537 

If there is a department out there with a new phone num-
ber please contact the Tule River Newsletter to update 
your information at 559-781-4271 ext. 1047 or email 
Frances.Hammond@tulerivertribe-nsn.gov.
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P.A.C.C. receives more water from Eagle 
Mountain Casino for Porterville Residents

   Porterville Area Coordinating Council (P.A.C.C.) re-
ceived two pallets of water from Eagle Mountain Casino 
last month to aid in the water shortage for the East side 
residents of Porterville, Ca. The majority of residents on 
the east side of Porterville have been without running 
water for almost a year now and P.A.C.C. has been the 
headquarters for local and national water donations to aid 
in the relief efforts. 
   P.A.C.C. received their fi rst water donation from Eagle 
Mountain Casino in August of 2014 and they have also 
donated water to the Caudrilla Feed, Relay for Life, Fam-
ily Crisis Center, American Lung Association, Porterville 
College, Grace 490 Church and Porterville Breakfast Li-
ons Club to name a few.

   Due to the California drought over the last few years, 
some Residents of Porterville have had their water wells 
dry up due to the drop in the water tables and their water 
line not being deep enough. Because they are out of City 
limits, there hasn’t been much help to restore their water 
lines due to the cost and damage of drilling deeper for 
water. Many residents without water cannot afford to dig 
deeper and the possible collapse of the sediment around 
the drilling site may be to compromising. Therefore, the 
County has dispersed 1000-gallon water tanks however; 
they are not being fi lled often. Residents have gone 1-15 
days without their county tanks being fi lled and that’s 
where the Porterville Coordinating Council comes in. 
The Beltran Family, under the Director Elva Beltran, 
has been volunteering their time and efforts to assist the 
waterless residents with water. Freddy Beltran Jr. works 
day in and day out installing smaller water tanks that he 
fi lls for the residents and that are small enough for the 

residents to fi ll themselves with water jugs when they run 
out. The City of Porterville has also been fi lling his tanks 
as well. Freddy has also been installing water pump sys-
tems that cost around $300 which include the 300-gallon 
tank, pump and plumbing parts. Because P.A.C.C .oper-
ates on donations from Churches, Individual contribu-
tions and Organizations, he is not able to offer his tanks 
and plumbing to all the residents. He installs when he is 
able to afford the materials or have them donated which 
consists of 1” PVC Pipe, elbows, couplings, check valves 
and the cost generally depends on the length of the run. 
Pump = $130, water tote $39, parts $50.

EMC partnershiped with P.A.C.C. to bring water to 
East Porterville residents last month.

Elaine Flores has now book out

  Tule River Tribal member, women of faith and author, 
Elaine Flores has written a new book. The title is ‘My 
Ezekiel’s Vision’ and is a faith-based tome of her experi-
ences and beliefs. Ms. Flores suggests that the reader read 
the Book of Ezekiel in the Bible fi rst and keep an open 
mind when reading her book.
   This reader found it very interesting and insightful. This 
reader also kept an open mind and though may disagree 
with some aspects of Ms. Flores’ beliefs did fi nd value in 
the read. Ezekiel was an Old Testament Prophet who had 
visions prophesying Judgments and blessings upon Israel 
and other nations. The book covers Ms. Flores’ interpre-
tation of the Book of Ezekiel and visions she and other 
family members have experienced.
   Elaine Flores had also penned ‘I Can fl y’, ‘Spiritual 
Healing Alternative Methods’ and ‘Death and the Spirit’.
   You may purchase copies of ‘My Ezekiel’s Vision’ as 
well as Ms. Flores’ other books on Amazon.com or con-
tact Elaine Flores.
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The Warrior's Cage is back!The Warrior's Cage is back! Summer Latin Jam at EMCSummer Latin Jam at EMC

EMC’s Relay for Life  
Father’s Day Raffle 

Be the lucky winner of a BBQ Grill, 

a full body massage, and a men's haircut from Salon Shae!  

Purchase ckets for $1.00 in H.R. or Administra on 

Drawing will be held on June 18th @ 3:00 pm  

For more info contact H.R. at 788-1877 

   Rock in your seats to the sounds El Chicano, an Ameri-
can Chicano rock group from Los Angeles, California, 
whose style incorporates various modern music genres 
including rock, funk, soul, blues, jazz, and salsa. MC 
Magic is a Mexican rapper, songwriter and record pro-
ducer, known for rapping and singing, both in English 
and Spanish. R&B singer-songwriter Amanda Perez is 
a record producer of Mexican descent and has the hits 
“Never” and “Angel” that made Billboards top 10 Hits. 
A Lighter Shade of Brown is a Mexican American hip 
hop duo from Riverside, California who best known for 
their 1990 hit single "On a Sunday Afternoon". Hailing 
from East Los Angeles is the band Tierra who is named 
“Best R&B Vocal Group” by four leading magazines in-
cluding Billboard. They’re music is a blend of rock, pop, 
jazz, R&B and salsa. The result is a Latin R&B rhythm 
which produced classics like “Together”, “Gonna Find 
Her”, “Memories” and “Zoot Suit Boogie”. Malo is an 
American Latin-tinged rock and roll group with their top 
hit “Sauvecito” which has also been called the “Chicano 
National Anthem.”

The Warriors Cage is back 
Friday, June 26. A heavy-
weight clash between vet-
eran Lavar Johnson and 
Eric Prindle will be head-
lining the main event. Tick-
ets are on sale now and start 
at only $25!

Fight Card 
Lavar Johnson               vs     Eric Prindle
  
Waachiim Swolf   vs     JC Liamas
  
Paul Blancafl or   vs     Ryan Reneau
  
Owen Rubio               vs     Sean Choice
  
John Paul               vs     Vincent Zavala
  
Angel Hernandez   vs     Matt Perez
  
Chris Dick               vs     John Wadkins
  
Cody Sons               vs     DJ Johnson
  
Jeremy Garibay   vs     Blake Marshall
  
Jessica Brich               vs     Kameron Perkins

General Admission: $25, Reserved $35 - Doors Open: 
7 p.m. - Show: 8 p.m.

Mark your calendars
Next Community Meeting

Saturday August 1st,2015, 9 a.m.
Tule River Gym

Be informed - voice your concerns

Community Meeting
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New coffee shop hours
Starting February 2nd

Monday-Sunday 7 a.m.-11 p.m.

New Specials Everyday
Come on by and check us out!

Mega Payday PromotionMega Payday Promotion

   The Mega Payday promotion started on April 27th and 
will continue through June 28th with weekly drawings 
every Sunday at 5 p.m. Guests will have the opportunity 
to win a share of up to $9,000. 
   Slot and Table Game Guests who are actively playing 
with their Summit Club card will earn daily entries that 
enter them into a weekly drawing held every Sunday at 5 
p.m. for the Mega Payday promotion. 5 Guests will win a 
share of $9,000. The fi nal Mega Payday drawing will take 
place on Sunday June 28th where four guests will win a 
share of $4,000 and one lucky guest will win $50,000. 
   Visit Eagle Mountain Casino for your chance at a Mega 
Payday for your pockets every Sunday at 5 p.m.
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What's going on at the Event Tent?

Player's Club Members receive $5 off per ticket 
when purchased at the Hotel Gift Shop Only

Friday, July 31 - SALT-N-PEPER - The Queens of 
Hip Hop Salt-N-Pepa with special guest KID’N PLAY 
will be rocking the stage at Eagle Mountain Casino - 
Doors open 8 p.m. show starts 9 p.m.

Friday, June 26 - THE WARRIORS CAGE -  A 
heavyweight clash between veteran Lavar Johnson 
and Eric Prindle will be headlining the main event. 
Doors open 7 p.m. fi ghts start at 8 p.m.

Thursday, July 16 - GEORGE LOPEZ
• Ticket Prices: $40, $60, $100
• All Reserved Seating
• Tickets On Sale Friday, June 5th
• Doors Open at 6 p.m.
• Show Time 7:30 p.m.
• Bingo Hall

Tachi Palace entertainment

Saturday, June 13 - EL CHICANO, MC MAG-
IC, AMANDA PEREZ, LIGHTER SHADE OF 
BROWN, TIERRA AND MALO - will be rocking 
the stage at Eagle Mountain Casino! Doors open 7 
p.m. show starts at 8 p.m.
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June 1
Jessie L. Facio
Keith B. Franco
Douglas W. Garfi eld
Andrew Wheeler
June 2
Amado Amaya III
Kenneth J. Gonzales
Tyler R. Yazzie
June 3
Elisabeth A. Carrillo
Savanah J. Farmer
Johnny R. Franco Jr.
Simitrio L. Gomez
Joaquin B. Santos
Jodi L. Valenzuela
June 4
Billie J Brown
Desirae D. Matison
Leila M. Meier
Jonathan A. Oebel
Barbara J. Peyron-Anderson
June 5
Kaci A. Beltran
Tro-Q-Hill B. Franco
Casey P. Garfi eld
Gayline D. Hunter
Larraina M. Manuel
Curtis L. Nieto
Lester R. Nieto Sr.
Marisa A. Rios
Shayna R. Santos
June 6
Rhonda F. Delagarza
Loren H. Lenares
Joshua G. Peyron
Falon N. Polhamus
Lacy L. Santos
June 7
Paula I. Christman
Christopher R. Guzman
Alma J Hunter
Christine M. Salas
David A. Velasquez
June 8
Augustina M. Anderson
Rosalee E. Arroyo
Angela P. Carabay
Jose A. Carrillo
Erika L. Galvan
Monyka McDarment
Lawrence J. Tovar

June 9
Vincent M. Burrough Jr.
Leana M. Christie
Cameron E. Christman
Felix E. Christman
Jake E. Hunter
Teresa E. Martinez
Novalie M. McDarment
Richard M. McDarment Sr.
Dale A. Redday
Isaiah F.J. Regalado
June 10
Alfredo L. Dulay
Edward Gomez III
Ruben Hernandez Jr.
Erwin K. McDarment
June 11
Dorothy D. Peyron
Melissa M. Prieto
Aidden X. Ramos
Alayah I. Valenzuela
June 12
Arrow M. Franco
Kayley D Harris
Bridget L. Lenares
June 13
Paul R. Burtt
Kenslie M. Butler
Saber S. Esquivel
Michelle R. Franco
Jamie A. Gibson
Angela R. Martinez
Arlene C. Rayner 
June 14
Daryn W. Dashner
Sabrina E. Nieto
Donna I. Ogden
C'anda R. Ramos
June 15
Aliya S.E. Gibson
Tyler H. Peyron
Monte R. Peyron-Lester
Hayden J. Standridge
June 16
Samantha P. Carabay
Loren A. McDarment
Steven M. Peyron Sr.
Jesse F. Servantes
Aspasia M Teran
Sandra T. Towns

J u n e  B i r t h d a y sJ u n e  B i r t h d a y s
June 17
Temia J. Acosta
Jo'zaih J Domingo
Diego J. Dulay
Alfonso G. Flores
June 18
Anndara D. Alviso
Cecelia C. DeSoto
John H. Devine III
Aaron J. Franco Sr.
Renee B. Garcia
Tasha A. Guillermo
Hunter G. Silvas
Stephanie B. Villanueva
June 19
Garrett L. Carothers
Patsy L. Carrillo
Mary Hermieo
June 20
Tasha R. Ammerman
Lorina E. Ceballos
Betsey M. Foote’
Ramona M. Ianneo
Matthew D. Kanady
Michael J. Porter
Carl R. Ramos Jr.
June 21
Matthew L. Carabay
Fatima A. Cota
Tehysi C. Gibson-Nieto
Crystal V. Nieto
James L. Servantes
June 22
Althea R. Eugene
Clayton D. Garfi eld
Exavier L. Lamas
Niyelli A. Lona
Joy D. Moore
Bella L. Santos
June 23
Waylon J. Dashner
Amber L. Gates
Janette L. Hunter
Joseph M. Lara
Ronnie B Santos
June 24
Chad R. Caldwell
Keith D. Gibson
Johni D. Jones
Hope M. Overturf
Buffalo J. W. Peyron

June 25
Stephanie A. Carabay
Debra M. Chavez
Angela L. Cowles
Adel Evans Jr.
Natividad Franco
Melissa M. Franco-Campbell
Valentino R. Lara Jr.
Molly B. McDarment
Ike S. Pena
Cole M. Tyson-Williams
June 26
Edward D. Hunter III
Zachary K Janoko
Joaquin O. Santos
June 27
Jane J. Arroyo
Bronson J Carrillo
Erlene K. McDarment
Scott I. Pena
Tyler L. Perez
Nicholas R. Villareal
June 28
Marilyn A. Brown
Raeleena L. Brown
Gregory L. Franco III
Nicole A-M Garfi eld
Ryan M. Garfi eld
Sabrina V. Plumlee
June 29
Franki M. Alviso
T'eya A. Bella-Lara
Mimyetech W.W J. Manuel
Amanda A. Miller
Koby A. Nieto
Thomas I. Perez Sr.
June 30
Martene A. Flores
Elisha T.M. Gemmill
David Gomez
Robert Gonzales
Tanya L. Lohman
Medicine  Bear T. Manuel
Aliyah P. Martinez
Shane E. Sisk
Noah C. Wheeler

Tribal Council wishes all
a very Happy Birthday
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The Tule River Newsletter is Published the fi rst week of every month at the Tule River Tribal Offi ce. Deadline for the 
Newsletter is the 25th of every month for the following month’s newsletter. Submissions may be made by dropping them off 
at the Tribal Offi ce, calling Frances Hammond at (559) 781-4271 ext. 1047, fax (559) 781-4610 or by e-mail at frances.
hammond@tulerivertribe-nsn.gov.  The Tule River Newsletter is now available on line at www.tulerivertribe-nsn.gov.
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