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It was Pow-wow time on the Tule River last month

Posting Colors all three days was the Tule River Native Veterans Post 1987.

Tule River NewsletterTule River Newsletter

More pictures on page 3
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TULE RIVER POW-WOW KICKS OFF AT PIONEER JR HIGH 

The Tule River Pow-wow Committee kicked off the 
2015 Tule River Band of Yokuts Pow-wow on    
Thursday, September 17, 2015 at Pioneer Jr. High. A 
Native American Jingle and Fancy Dance exhibition 
for students and staff was arranged to promote the 
2015 Pow-wow.  
The Tule River Pow-wow Committee, in collaboration 
with the Tule River Future Generations Program,   
Pioneer Native American Club and Pioneer Jr High 
Staff worked together promot  Culture Awareness. 
Students extended an invitation to the spectators to 
attend the local Tule River Pow-wow. The Pow-wow  
begins on September 18, thru September 20, 2015. 
Students distributed Tule River Pow-Wow free     
admission passes to the group. The Pow-wow will 
feature Native dances, songs, food, native arts and 
crafts. With the upcoming California Indian Day Holi-
day on September 25th, the Pow-wow Committee 
thought this would be an excellent time to provide cul-
tural awareness and help educate students and staff 
on Native Culture and Dance.  
The Blood River Drum group sang traditional songs 
while fringes and jingles danced. The group joined in 
the round dance and learned the basic two-step 
dance. Students and staff whipped out their phones, 
cameras and I-Pads to record the event. This was a 
positive experience for all involved! 

“It was an honor to have the 
Tule River Na ve-American 

drum and dance performers 
at Pioneer Middle School. 

Cultural awareness is of 
utmost importance at Pio-

neer. Our   students and 
staff enjoyed the amazing 

drummers and student 
dancers. Thank you for a 

great performance. We look 
forward to more  cultural 

awareness ac vi es.” 
- Mr. Angel Valdez,

“We support students any me to 
help celebrate their culture” 

Eric Ortega, 
Pioneer Jr. High Dean of Students. 

Pictured Above, Tule River Fancy and Jingle Dress Dancers, Blood River Drum Group, Pow-Wow Committee, Pioneer Jr High 
Staff and Future Generations Staff…...Photo by Uriah Franco 

“We would love to have more 
Na ve Culture, I enjoyed 

today’s performance.” 
-Patricia Ortega,

Pioneer Jr. High Dean of Students 

Submitted by Rondii Nieto
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More Pow-wow
   This year the weather still hot from summer graced the 
land for the Annual Tule River Pow-wow.
   The Tule River Native Veterans Post 1987 posted the 
Colors all three day of this gala event. People came from 
far and near to compete, dance and fellowship. And also 
once again the Pow-wow committee did a fantastic job 
of making the event come together for the enjoyment of 
spectators as well as  those who came to compete.
   Results were not available at press time so here is just a 
short pictorial of the event. Enjoy.



Kenneth Curlin, one of Eagle Feather Trading post's 
'Employee of the Month' for October!
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What's happening at Eagle Feather?
   This month Shirley Franklin and Kenneth Curlin were 
both named Employee of the Month at Eagle Feather 
Trading Post #1.  
   “Shirley and Kenneth are both valued employees who 
are also recent hires,” said Rebecca Chavez, Assistant 
Manager. “There's always an acclamation period when 
we get new employees, but these two have very quickly 
meshed with the team.”
   Both Kenneth and Shirley are very friendly and are easy 
to talk with, both are local Porterville people growing up 
here and going to local schools. But, most of all both have 
extensive experience in the retail business.
   Kenneth has been with the store for a little over fi ve 
months. He really enjoys the job. He likes to keep things 
in order, “I want the customer to leave feeling better then 
when he fi rst came in the store,” he said. “I really enjoy 
everything I do in life.” He went on to say that He really 
likes the customers and wants to please them, a very good 
attribute to have for the store.
   Shirley has been with Eagle Feather for three month and 
is very happy with her job. “I can’t ask for a better place 
to work,” she said. “The customers are great, the employ-
ees are great and I get along with everybody.” 
   “They are both willing to come in at a moment’s notice 
to cover call-ins, which is greatly appreciated,” Rebecca 
said. “They both exhibit maturity and are very hard work-
ers. As Manager, I appreciate their strong work ethic and 
cooperation.”
   Rebecca also wanted to share a story about another 
employee who has been Employee of the Month in the 
past and wanted to show gratitude for her kindness and 
appropriate behavior during a situation that happened. 
“An elderly customer came into the store looking for the 
Manager. He was very loud and upset at the start of his 
conversation, and as you can imagine I was quite upset 

and disappointed at fi rst when he began his story, but as 
the conversation went on I became pleasantly surprised,” 
Rebecca said. It appears that the elderly gentlemen tried 
to fi ll up with his debit card and he couldn't get the card 
to work. He tried again and again but the pump would 
not come on. In the process some younger boys (fellow 
customers) started to laugh and make fun of him. Rebec-
ca said, “He threw a few cross words at them, and then 
came inside the store to get us to fi x our blankedy blank 
pumps.” “Several of our very young cashiers told him 
he wasn't doing it right and he should go back out there 
and try again.” “Pona Alviso was fi nishing sweeping and 
mopping the store, upon hearing this she immediately in-
tervened and explained to the immature cashiers that the 
pumps are hard to work at times and it wasn't his fault. 
She took his card, set up his pump, and then went outside 
and pumped his gas for him, afterward she went and paid 
for a fountain ice water and took it to him." Now Pona 
doesn't know this customer, this was just some random 
elderly customer, but Pona apparently saw the distress he 
was in, and did exactly what she was suppose to do, and 
then some.  Rebecca said that this customer was so upset 
he was not going to patron the store anymore, but because 
of Pona and her kindness he had changed his mind. “I 
wish I could get every cashier I have to pattern their be-
havior after her. I am so proud that it was one of my staff 
that had turned what started out as a bad experience for 
a person and turned it into a positive experience,” said 
Rebecca. “This is just one of the many times Pona has 
exceeded what is required of her.
 Just goes to show to show you not only do you get cheap 
gas, but great customer service to boot at Eagle Feather 
Trading Post #1!

Shirley Franklin was also named 'Employee of the 
Month' for October!



Tule Tribe history in Japanese

By Rick Elkins fi rst published at www.recorderonline.com on Sep-
tember 16
Tokyo professor fi nishes book
   You may not fi nd Kumiko Noguchi’s book into the early 
history of the Tule River Tribe in the local library, but 
you will fi nd it in her Native American history class in 
Yokohama, Japan.
   Noguchi just fi nished her book this year and was back 
in Porterville last week to share it with Tribal leaders 
whom she has grown close to over the 10 years she has 
gotten to know them.
   The one catch for local residents – the book is printed 
entirely in Japanese. Her goal is to get it published in 
English as well.
   Noguchi was a student at the University of California 
at Davis when she began work on the local Tribe’s earlier 
history for her dissertation. She has made numerous trips 
to the Tule River Indian Reservation – at least twice a 
year – ever since her fi rst visit in 2005.
   “My book is based on my dissertation I did in 2009,” 
She said Thursday. Once that dissertation was completed, 
she continued to gather more for the eventual book.
   The book titled “California Indian History: From the In-
visible to Federally recognized Tribe.” Covers the history 
of the Yokuts from the “pre-history” era - “a long, long 
time ago” – to when they were recognized as a Tribe in 
1936 after the passage of the Indian Reorganization Act.
   “About 150 people created the Tule River Tribe,” She 
said, adding that until it was recognized, the Tribe was 
just considered Yokuts even though a reservation had 
been set up, fi rst on the Madden Farm in 1856, then on a 
larger plot of land in 1873.
   “They were just Indians living on the reservation, but 
not a Tribe,” she explained.
   She gave a lot of credit to Vernon Vera, a member of 
the Tribe and one of the fi rst Tribal Council Members she 

Historian Kumiko Noguchi has published a book 
about the history of Tule River Tribe. Recorder photo 
by Chieko Hara

met in 2005. He eventually traveled to Japan to speak 
to her students at Doshisha University, where she was a 
professor of Native American culture. She is now at Meiji 
Gakuin University.
   “I presented my research to the Tribal Council to make 
sure they are OK with my research. The Council had a 
positive attitude toward my research,” she said.
   She plans to use the book both in her classes and when 
she teaches exchange students from UC Riverside when 
they come to Japan.
   Noguchi said the Japanese people only know about 
American Indians from what they’ve see in movies. She 
said most were surprised to hear there were Indians in 
California, since there are no movies about California In-
dians. 
   She said as she taught, the students became more inter-
ested.
   “First they wanted to learn more,” she said, “Secondly, 
they wanted to come to California to see Indians.” She 
hopes to bring some students to Porterville in 2017.
   Her book is available on amazon.com for $35. She is 
already thinging about a second book – the history of In-
dian gaming in California.
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Congratulations Willie!

On September 23rd William J. Carrillo Sr. was pre-
sented a Local Impact Award from the National In-
dian Health Board at their Annual Health Consumer 
Conference held in Washington D.C. Please join us in 
congratulating Mr. Carrillo on a job well done. Keep 
up the good work Willie.

Don Rose Oil Co 

Incorporated 
SServing The South Valley for Over 30 years  

CCommunity Announcement   
The Tule River Family and Social Services Department 

Would like to announce that our new  

FY 2015-2016 Utility Assistance Program Application 

Will be available to Tribal Members on October 1, 2015 at the 

TTule River Justice Center  
FFamily & Social Services DDepartment  

22nd Floor, Room #220  
1129 S. Reservation Road  

PPorterville, CA 93257  
  

MMain Office: 559--8853--66057  
  

  
  

Congratulations Buzzy!

Congratulations to Ruben Hernandez Jr., also known 
as Buzzy Bear. He has Graduated from the Nation-
al Center for Construction Education and Research 
Vocational Welding Courses at Golden Hills Adult 
School receiving certifi cations for Welding Level 1, 
Welding Level 2, Welding Level 3 and Welding Safety 
Training. Way to go Buzzy, now we want to see some 
great art coming our way from you!!!
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 submitted by Natural Resources Department

   This past summer the Sequoia National Forest began 
work to reduce the accumulation of forest fuels to the 
north of the Reservation boundary near the Solo Peak rid-
geline. The Forest Service refers to the project as the Tule 
River Reservation Protection Project (TRRPP). 
   TRRPP was originally proposed by the Tribal Council 
back in 2005 under the Tribal Forest Protection Act. The 
idea for the project came about because the Tribe has long 
realized that a wildfi re igniting in the Middle Fork Tule 
River drainage (Springville-Coffee Camp-Highway 190-
Camp Nelson corridor) has the potential to burn south 
toward the Reservation boundary. Due to the high level 
of fuels on these steep slopes, the fi re could easily burn 
across the Solo ridgeline and into the South Fork Tule 
River drainage, causing great damage to Tribal lands and 
resources.
   Over the past ten years, the Tribal Natural Resources 
Department has completed a signifi cant amount of forest 
management work along the north side of the Reserva-
tion.  The project work proposed on the TRRPP project 
is designed to complement the fuels reduction and forest 
health treatments accomplished by the Tribal Forestry 
Crew.    
   Hopefully the Forest Service will keep the TRRPP proj-
ect as a high priority in the years ahead.  These kinds of 
fuels reduction projects are expensive to complete, as the 
Tribe well knows.  However, the cost to suppress large 
wildfi res is much higher than implementing the project 
work.  These wildfi re costs are not just measured in dol-
lars and cents, but also in natural and cultural resources 
lost.
   The severity of the ongoing drought has brought the re-
ality of large wildfi re and epidemic tree mortality close to 
home. One of the biggest weapons available to confront 
this reality is to maintain a proactive forest management 
program. A program designed to protect the health of the 
forest and it's many resources by implementing carefully 
planned fi eld projects will begin to address the possible 
impacts of wildfi re and drought on our forests.     

Forest notes - Sequoia National Forest begins 
Boundary Fuels Work

Crews Work In-between Fires 

Crews open up the thick canopy of small trees in the 
Black Mountain Giant Sequoia Grove on the Tule 
River Reservation Protection Project. This will reduce 
the intensity of a fi re if one were to erupt in the grove.
   Fire suppression is not the only way fi refi ghters assist 
the Forest Service in reducing the threat of fi re. Earlier 
this summer, crews who were not assigned to a wildfi re 
began the fuels work on the Tule River Reservation Pro-
tection Project (TRRPP), on the Western Divide Ranger 
District of the Sequoia National Forest. 
   The TRRPP project is part of an effort to treat approxi-
mately 2,830 acres to protect the Tule River Reservation 
and its watersheds, as well as the objects of interest and 
watersheds in the Giant Sequoia National Monument, 
from wildfi res spreading from one to the other. 
Additional work has been done by the Tule River Tribe 
on their side of the project boundary. This combined ef-
fort is an example of how Tribes and the U.S. Forest Ser-
vice can partner under the Tribal Forest Protection Act to 
accomplish our shared objectives to promote healthy and 
resilient landscapes. 
   Crews are reducing surface and ladder fuels by hand 
thinning with chainsaws. Ladder fuels are fuels between 
the surface and the crowns of trees which provide the ver-
tical continuity for surface fi res to become crown fi res. 
Crews will increase tree spacing by cutting smaller trees, 
leaving giant sequoia, black oak and most pine trees 
alone. Fuels will be piled and then prescribed burned 
when weather and smoke dispersal conditions are favor-
able. 

-

ab e.
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Native Vets news

Tule River Native Veterans Post 1987 Commander 
Stan Santos receives gifts from the Tule River Pow-
wow committee for their participation in the Grand 
Entry at the Tule River Pow-wow.

More Native Vets news
   On September 14th the Tule River Native Veterans 
(TRNV) were invited to attend a community planning 
meeting held in Visalia and sponsored by the SEIU Local 
521 of Tulare County.  The SEIU (Service Employees 
International Union) has asked the TRNV to participate 
in an upcoming community event called “Tulare County 
History Revised 1964-1964”.  The event was sponsored 
by SEIU and the Tulare County for Families organiza-
tions. Their Mission Statement is “Tulare County for 
Families Advocates for the Preservation of Family Uni-
ty”. The program includes an afternoon of oral history, 
music, art, dance and education.
   The TRNV agreed to participate in the fi rst time occa-
sion and led the entry and blessing for the event which 
was open to the public. The event was held on October 
3rd at the “Rotary Theater” 
   We at TRNV are honored to have been asked to partici-
pate in this event and look forward to next year.

Leland H Castro
TRNV Member   The Tule River Native Veterans Post 1987 had a very 

busy September.
   First they posted the Colors for the Tule River Pow-
wow for three days and attended the meet and greet the 
Pow-wow committee held at El Tapatio on Saturday 
September 19th where along with all the Head Staff and 
Drum Groups the Veterans were honored by the Pow-
wow committee.
   The next week on Thursday, September 24th, the Vets 
along with invited Elders took a bus to Sacramento for 
the California Indian Day celebration held at the State 
Capitol where our precious Veterans post the Colors there 
as well. It was reported that all enjoyed themselves very 
much on this annual trip.
   Returning on September 26th, the Veterans loaded up 
their van and were off to Bakersfi eld to honor the very 
fi rst Tejon Pow-wow by posting the Colors there as well.
   There still was no rest for these guys as on Friday, Oc-
tober 2nd, they were in Visalia for a very special event 
sponsored by SEIU (Service Employees International 
Union.
   These unsung heroes work hard to represent the Tule 
River with pride and dignity and are receiving new invi-
tations all the time. So when you are out and about take 
some time to thank them for their continued service to 
your community.y



   The Tule River Recreations Cultural Department along 
with the Tule River Housing Authority held a class on 
Natural Health and Essential Oils last month.
   One of the guest speakers was Jeremy Bransky from the 
doTERRA Company. He gave a run down on traditional 
medicine and treatment sighting that traditional medicine 
just treats symptoms and not the illness. Mr. Bransky 
called this symptom management! He told class goers 
that his family and he have been using essential oils for 
treatment and prevention for some time now and have 
not had to use a doctor. He went on to say that members 
of his family do suffer from allergies and other day to 
day illnesses and he believes that the essential oils work 
much better than tradi-
tional drugs and methods 
of treatment.
   Shawn Gonzales was 
also a guest speaker and 
gave a very informative 
talk on native plants and 
their uses. Such as lo-
cal sage used in a tea to 
clean the body and purify 
the blood or using the lo-
cal mint brewed as a tea 
when drunk as a calming 
effect. She went on to say 
that willow bark was used 
for pain. Trajolie (unsure 
on the spelling) leaves 
are used to treat infections by laying the leave over the 
infected area. There were many more natural plants that 
grow here that can be used for various treatments, “You 
just have to know where to look,” Shawn said.
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The community gathered for a class on healing with 
essential oils and local native plants last month.

Housing and Culture hold 
classes on Natural Health

Shawn Gonzales teaches 
healing with local plants.

The 35th Annual Springville Apple Festival 

  The 35th Annual Springville Apple Festival will be held 
in downtown Springville on Saturday and Sunday, Oct. 
17th and 18th. This year there are over 100 craft and food 
booths. The Festival hours are 9 a.m. until 5 p.m. on Sat-
urday and 9 a.m. until 4 p.m. on Sunday. 
   In addition to the great food and apple delights, there is 
an expanded Family Fun Zone with rides, games, hands-
on activities and bull riding for the younger visitors. En-
tertainment in the park is provided by the Jensen Brothers 
and Milo Jenkins.
   There is a new feature this year with local artisans 
demonstrating their skills, everything from carving to 
leather work to spray painted pictures.
   There is free parking at the Rodeo Grounds with shuttle 
service to the Festival located on Highway 190. Eagle 
Mountain Casino again provides, safe and comfortable 
shuttle service both days. 
   Runners compete in the 10K, 5K, kid’s half mile run 
and the 2K walk on Saturday. Sunday morning cyclists 
compete in the Fat Tire Classic mountain bike race along 
the beautiful Tule River. 
   For more information please visit our web site:
http://springville.ocsnet.net/applefest/

SAVE WATER!!

Report Water Waste and Leaks

Call

783-8850 or 784-3155
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The 2015 Santa Rosa Rancheria Days, hosted 
by the Tachi Yokuts Tribe, was filled with     
culture, so ball games, horseshoes and       
various mud ac vi es.  
The weekend began Friday August 28th, 
10:00a.m., with compe ve so ball games. A 
Saturday evening favorite fun event is the Mud 
Run, Mud Volley ball, tug of war. Tule River 
so ball teams ba led other teams in the     
annual so ball tournament.  
Tule River Na ve Veterans Post 1987, once 
again, posted the colors for the Annual Pow-
wow. This is always an honor for the TRNV 
Post 1987 and hear elt for those par cipa ng 
and for spectators. Leonard Manuel JR was the 
Arena Director for the event. ShanShelly Baga, 
2014 Tule River Pow-wow Princess, along with 
Aih-nayah Who-kai-kits, 2014 Tule River Jr. 
Pow-wow Princess proudly represented Tule 
River.  

At Saturdays’ BBQ    
dinner, Ray Flores 
strummed his double 
neck guitar with Mike 
Sisco on the Drums and 
Jim McCarthy on the 
guitar.  

Tule River Na ve Veterans Post 
1987, once again, posted the 
colors for the Annual Pow-wow. 

2015 Tule River  
Mud Run Winners: 

Age 7-12 
1st Place  

Marcello Dabney 
Photo Courtesy of 

Charles Dabney 

Age 18 & Up 
3rd Place  

Mitch Garfield 
1st Place       

Daniel Alviso  
Photo Courtesy of  

Polly Orosco 

Age 12-17 
2nd Place  

Michael Manuel  
Photo Courtesy of 

Polly Orosco 

Tehya Thomas and Crew, ge ng 
it!. 

August 28-30, 2015 
Rondii Nieto 

Submitted by Rondii Nieto
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Photo provided by Rondii Nieto

Tulare County Health and Human Services 
Diversity Works Presentation 

JR Manuel was a presenter at a Tulare County Health 
and Human Service workshop last month.

   Leonard Manuel Jr. and Rondii Nieto were the key pre-
senters at the Tulare County Health and Human Services 
Diversity Works meeting on Thursday, September 10th, 
in Visalia. As representatives of the Tule River Preven-
tion Team and Tule River Tribe, a little about the cultural 
diversity in the Tule River Tribal and Native Americans 
was shared. 
   After a brief introduction, the group viewed the Tule 
River Tribe video. Leonard Manuel Jr., answered ques-
tions pertaining to native culture and stereotypes. He 
shared a traditional song using his clap stick as a musi-
cal instrument. Rondii Nieto reminded the group, Native 
American culture cannot be generalized. Native Ameri-
can Tribes are cultures within a culture. Each tribe, it’s 
individual members connected to the same tribe, have 
their own unique beliefs and values. 
   Part of the Agency's Diversity Works Vision and Mis-
sion is to be guided by values of inclusion, respect, and 
equality.  Tulare County Health and Human Services 
Agency honors these values to advance the health and 
well-being of the community.  The purpose of the presen-
tation was to increase cultural and linguistic competence 
among our Mental Health Branch staff which included 
Health and Human Services Agency staff as well.  
   The Tule River presenters did a fantastic job of pre-
senting the cultural and linguistic framework of Native 
American Heritage.  The video also gave a rich under-
standing of the landscape, economic development and 

planning, and community culture and growth.  All of 
the participants expressed positive feedback.   There is 
interest in having future Native American Cultural pre-
sentations that include specifi c information on music, art, 
customary beliefs, social forms, and material traits of a 
racial, religious, or social group.  Perhaps an emphasis on 
spirituality, music, and art would be nice to start.  
   Overall, the feedback from all that attended was very 
positive and enlightening. You all did a super job! And on 
behalf of the Mental Health Director Dr. Timothy Durick, 
the executive management team and I, are very thank-
ful!!! 

Angel Galvez
Administrative Specialist I

Tulare County HHSA
Busy Betsey!

Last month the Class of 1970 from Porterville High 
School held its 45th Class Reunion at Nuckols Ranch. 
In attendance for the gala event was Alumni Betsey 
Foote and her guest Arlene Robles. A good time was 
had by all!

Ms. Foote also jetted down to San Diego for the 2015 
Boot Camp Challenge. She attends every year, this 
year she place third in her age division. Way to go 
girl!!!
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This is Dee Dominguez, she spoke against the Tejon 
Casino site due to its culturally historic location.

News of  and for the Elders

Celebrating an September birthdays were Kimberly 
Nenna and Julia Flores.

   The Elders came together last month for their regularly 
scheduled meeting on Wednesday, September 9th.  
   Treasurer Darrell Vera gave the Treasurers report with 
explanations on expenditures. He explained that the funds 
left in the 20154/2015 Budget would be used to continue 
furnishing the Elders Center. Linda Santos read the list of 
items considered to be purchased.
   Linda Peterson introduced Dee Dominguez (Tejon 
Tribe). Ms. Dominguez gave a brief history of the Tejon 
and Kern County area where the Tejon Casino location 
is proposed. She is in opposition of the casino going in 
this area due to the culturally historic region located at 
Highway 99 where it merges with Interstate Highway 5. 
The 1922 census taken in this area had many native of 
the Tule River Tribe. Alex Garfi eld informed the Elders 
that Tribal natives have been moved three times over the 
years by BIA superintendents. First it was the Madden 
Farm in the Porterville area, then to Fort Tejon, back to 
the Madden Farm/Alta Vista and then relocated in 1873 
to the present Reservation. David Latmer (Kaliasoo In-
dian) is involved with trying to acquire the Tejon Tribal 
lands. Ms. Dominguez provided comment cards for those 
who wish to oppose a casino being built on this culturally 
sensitive area.
      Legal Counsel Charmaine McDarment came before 
the Elders to inform them that Tribal Council did move 
forward with the process of moving Eagle Mountain Ca-
sino to the Porterville area. The process will be involved 
based on comments, meetings with the local community, 
County and State Governments.
   Dr. Frederick Machado was introduced. He has been 
hired by the Tule River Health Clinic in Psychology and 
will be working with Jennie Perez at the Justice Center in 
room 264 on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays from 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Referrals must come from the Health 
Center to receive treatment. Dr. Machado’s goals are, “To 

treat people in a comprehensive way.”
   The meeting was adjourned and all dined on a delicious 
meal of deep pit chicken and of course birthdays were 
celebrated with cake! Charmaine McDarment provided 
a slide presentation of the Tule River Indian Reservation 
businesses and departments of Natural Resources, Fire 
Department, Environmental and local business with the 
importance of how Casino funds have greatly improved 
life on the Reservation. Secretary Patsy Vega said of the 
presentation, “Thank you Charmaine, this fi lm is an in-
spiration to us and a joy to see the beauty of our land and 
growth from the early 1900s to the present.”
   The Tule River Elders Council would like to invite all 
Tule River Elders to attend their next meeting to held at 
the Elders Center on Wednesday, October 14th at 10 a.m. 
The Eagle Mountain Casino Elders breakfast will be held 
the very next day at 9 a.m. at the Forest Buffet. Hope to 
see you all there.

The Tule River Tribal Council and Employees

wish to express their deepest condolences

To the family of

Stacia Joy Griffin-Hunter
Please accept our most heartfelt

sympathies for your loss

Our thoughts are with you

during this diffi cult time
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If you are interested in this position, please submit the 
following:
 Completed Application
 Tribal Identifi cation (if applicable)
All requested information must be in the Human Re-
sources offi ce by 5:00PM on the closing date. Incom-
plete applications or failure to submit the requested 
information will result in the disqualifi cation of your 
application.

Tule River Indian Tribe of California
340 North Reservation Road
Porterville, CA 93257
559-781-7142

THINK
STOP FIRES

BEFORE THEY START!
THINK

FIRE SAFETY

To the Tule River Indian Community and 
Health Center

   Tofa Soifua (means “Farewell” in my native Samoan 
language),
   May I take this opportunity to express my sincere grate-
fulness to the members of the community whom I have 
had the privilege to serve as your physician, advocate and 
friend over the last 6 years and beginning my 7th year of 
working at the Tule River Indian Health Center.
   Thank you for your trust, your prayers, friendship and 
support throughout the years. It has been my utmost plea-
sure to serve you and your families, as well attempting to 
provide the best care for community members in Tulare 
County and other neighboring counties as well.   Thank 
you for letting me be myself!
   Thank you to the elders, who have made me feel wel-
come to visit you at your homes during home visits.  
Thank you for your dedication demonstrated by keeping 
your scheduled appointments even if it meant driving 
long distances.
  Thank you to the Health Board of Directors; Madam 
Chair, Gayline Hunter and former Chairperson-Yolanda 
Gibson, honorable directors, for your support and appre-
ciation of my services, for believing in me and “having 
my back” when times were challenging and diffi cult.
   Thank you to the Tribal Council, who have given me 
the privilege and honor to be your doctor over the years.  
Thank you for your support and appreciation.
   Thank you to Mr. Zahid Sheikh, CEO, who continued 
to value my passion in medicine, patient care and serving 
the community.
   Thank you to Dr. Hana, Medical Director and my super-
visor, who stood by my side at all times, seeing the best in 
me as a doctor, a person and as an individual.
   To my co-workers, whom I have learned the most from.  
Thank you for your patience, understanding and perse-
verance.  I leave with an abundance of experience, life 
lessons and knowledge that I will put to good use in the 
years ahead.
   So we part with a warm feeling of gratefulness to God, 
who has given me the blessing and privilege of having me 
as a part of your life’s journey.  WHAT AN AWESOME 
MOMENT IN MY LIFE!!!  I ask for your forgiveness if 
there have been times of misunderstanding, miscommu-
nication or misbehaving during our time together.  
   May God, the Creator of Heaven and Earth, shower 
blessings of life, love and opportunity on the Tule River 
Indian community!!!

YOURS TRULY, Dr. Sarah Teuila Alailima-Utu Hall, 
Staff Physician@Tule River Indian Health Center

Closes: 10/05/2015 
Part-Time Class B Transporter 
Short Order Cook @ EFTP#2 

PT Store Clerk @ EFTP#2 
FT Lead Store Clerk @ EFTP#2 

Closes: 10/14/2015 
Maintenance/Grounds Keeper– EFTP#2 

Custodian/Transporter 
EMT/ Gaming Security Officer 

Bartender 
Closes:  Open Until Filled 

Chief of Police 
Public Works Director 
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Church on the Hill
Services every Sunday/Sunday School 10 a.m.

Wednesday Evening Service 6:30 p.m.
Sunday School for all Children
Transportation for Everyone!

190 N Reservation Rd.
Pastors: Roxanne and Nathan Burtt

We take prayer requests 24 hours a day
Call and leave a message at the church

788-2060 or 560-7671
Or drop off your prayer requests at the church in

 the prayer request mail box in front
God Bless You All!

Mater Dolorosa Mission
Mass held every Sunday at 1 p.m.

Officiated by
Monsignor Ronald Royer

or
Monsignor Scott Daugherty

Potluck to follow services
Please bring your favorite dish to share

and Fellowship

Tule Grace 490 Church

Every Sunday ~ 10:30 a.m.

Tule River Gym

Pastor John Moreno
559-784-5391

Ways to Worship
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Thank you Natural Recourses

Pictured above from left to right are Greg Franco, 
Charlie Dabney, Anthony Santos, Trystan DeSoto, 
Marcello Dabney, Amado Amaya, Keith Burrough, 
Jared Dick, Paul Manuel, and Jake Hunter. 

Teen Weightlifting success

   This month for Teen Weight Lifting the Youth have 
done a tremendous job. They have all put in the time and 
effort to learn the proper ways to lift, and how to main-
tain weight room etiquette. The Recreation Department is 
delighted to have the opportunity to teach this class and 
help motivate all the youth to get in shape and maintain 
a healthy lifestyle. The class is always full, but never to 
full for you! So come on out and sign up for some fun. 
We hold class every week Monday-Thursday from 4:00-
6:00 p.m.
   For Questions call the Recreation Department’s Person-
al Trainer, Stevee Moyaat 782-5554 Ext. 2106.

Thank you Parker & Martin

The Recreation Department would like to thank 
Parker and Martin Lopez for the quick services they 
did for the gym. We called them to see if they can fi x 
a broken picnic table and within a few hours it was 
fi xed. Thank you Parker and crew.

The Recreation Department would like to give a big thank 
you to Natural Resources. Recreation Assistant Director 
Melanie Santos, asked Natural Resource's Director if he 
can send a few men to remove a dead tree from the area 
of where the play ground equipment was. He said, “ he’ll 
get his crew on it either today or the next day”. Short-
ly later that same day, Robert Gonzales’s  crew; Vance 
Vega, Bundy Arias, David Castanone and Robert himself 
removed the tree. Thank you guys.

Pictured Left to right are Robert Gonzales, Vance 
Vega, Bundy Arias and David Castanon.

MMondays, Wednesdays & Fridays 

10am-11am 

For questions call the Personal Trainer/ Recreation Assistant Stevee Moya 782-5554 ext. 2106 

People of all fitness levels are welcome. 

Improve your balance & flexibility. 

Come out and meet new people. 

Relieve stress 

Have FUN! 

“You are one class 
away from a good 

mood” 
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Boys 6/7  Score  Girls 6/7  Score
Lorenzo Janoko 106 Ft     N/A

Boys 8/9  Score  Girls 8/9  Score
Tristen DeSoto 110 F  N/A

Boys 10/11  Score  Girls 10/11  Score
Jeremy Vigil  210 Ft  N/A

Boys 12/13  Score  Girls 12/13  Score
Jake Hunter, Jr. 248 Ft  Clara Silas  168 Ft

Boys 14/15  Score  Girls 14/15  Score
Trystan DeSoto 211 Ft  N/A

Tule River Punt, Pass & Kick Champions

In September the Tule River Recreation Department hosted a Punt, Pass & Kick for 
the fourth year in a row/ The competition offered by the National Football League and 
designed for youths aged 6 to 15. Winners in each age group determined by the total 
distance of their punts, passes, and kicks, as the name implies. These are your Tule 
River winners and they will be going on to the Sectional location to be announced.
 The national fi nals competition involves one contestant from each age group 
sponsored by each of the NFL’s 32 teams. Tule River’s team is the Oakland Raiders. 
Those contestants that have already won local and sectional competitions will qualify 
to advance to that point. The fi nalist are announced during a commercial break.

 

 

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
 

Team Name: __________________ 
Coaches Name: ________________ 
Coaches Phone #: ______________ 
Team Roster 

Entry Fee $100.00 
Rules: 
*First 8 Teams  
*Double Elimination 
*15 players per roster 
*7 players to start game 
*Forfeit after 10 minutes! 
(strictly Enforced) 
*Age: 15 and older 
Age 15-17 need to sign wavier 
1st Place-Trophy & T-Shirts 
Games Begin: 
8:00am 
Payments and final Rosters must be 
received no later than: 
Before First Game on Tournament 
Day 
ALCOHOL & DRUG FREE EVENT! 

Feel Free to Contact The Recreation 
Staff for any questions or to Sign 

Up!!! 
559.782.5554 Ext. 2100 
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6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 
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13. 
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Team Name: __________________ 
Coaches Name: ________________ 
Coaches Phone #: ______________ 
Team Roster 

Entry Fee $100.00 
Rules: 
*First 8 Teams  
*Double Elimination 
*15 players per roster 
*7 players to start game 
*Forfeit after 10 minutes! 
(strictly Enforced) 
*Age: 15 and older 
Age 15-17 need to be signed wavier 
1st Place-Trophy & T-Shirts 
Games Begin: 
8:00am 
Payments and final Rosters must be 
received no later than: 
Before First Game on Tournament 
Day 
ALCOHOL & DRUG FREE EVENT! 

Feel Free to Contact The Recreation 
Staff for any questions or to Sign 

Up!!! 
559.782.5554 Ext. 2100 
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Housing holds a day of  appreciation

   Last month the Tule River Indian Housing Authority 
held its annual Tenant Appreciation Bar B Que.
   On hand was E&M Reptile show to entertain the young 
ones as well as a bounce house to help with their enthu-
siasm and energy. The snow cone booth was a favorite 
with everyone.
   All dined on hamburgers and hot dogs with all the trim-
mings and a cake for dessert.
   All received fl yswatters and water bottles when signing 
in and some took home some awesome raffl e prizes.
   All in all it was a great night and a nice way for the 
Housing Authority to say thank you to all their tenants.

Here the kids burn off a lot of energy!
Eric with E&M Reptile show has the kids interact 
with the reptiles. Oh, what fun is that?

As always the snow cone booth is busy on a hot day 
like this was.

Everyone got a water bottle and fl yswatter when sign-
ing in and later some took home those great prizes!

Time to grab the grub! The burgers and dogs were 
real tasty.
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Great fun at Elders Bingo Night

More Big Winners
Were...

Lily Munoz

Susan Williams

Lois Jeff

Julia Flores

Jeannie Dorchester

Elizabeth Perez

The Big Winners
Were...

Donna Devine Arlene Robles

   Last month the Elders held a Bingo Night. The event 
was a great success and all had a wonderful time, eight 
lucky ladies went home a little richer for the experi-
ence.
  Rumor has it that the food was very good and all 
enjoyed the music.
   Brook Franco provided music for the event and 
posted these great pictures on FaceBook. Thank you 
for sharing, Brook.

Lining up for the great food offered at the Elder's Bin-
go Event last month.
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Teams must consist of: 

2 men  & 2 Women 

 

Tazmanian Tadpoles 
Louie Soto, Rondii Nieto  
Monica Soto, Louie Soto 

Team 16 
Hank Williams, Francine      

Garfield and Manuel Ogden 

The Fire Department 
Richard Brown, Donna Medrano, Nancy 
McDarment and William McDarment Jr.  

BEST DRESSED  
Doll with Balls 

Tina & Neil Peyron         
accep ng the award for 
their Team. Not Pictured 

Robert Camarena & 
Amanda Peyron 
Tina Peyron 

Winner  
Women’s High Game 

That’s How We Bowl 
Winners of the Losers Bracket 

Yolanda Gibson, Andrew Sanchez,      
Salina Lara & Domingo Medrano 

Raffle Ticket Recipient-Melissa “Moni” Hunter 
Each year Donna Devine sells ckets for the bowling 
tournament raffle. Funds raised from cket sales are 
donated to a community member in need.  
The 2015 raffle dona on recipient was Melissa 
“Moni” Hunter.  
Pictured from le  to right, Dan Hackey, Kevin Bonds, Melissa 
Hunter, Joyce Carothers, Yolonda Gibson & Neil Peyron. 

Jus n Varela 
Winner  

Men’s High Game 
Scoring 278 

 

BOWLING COMMITTEE 
Dan Hackey  
Rondii Nieto 

Harold Santos  
Donna Devine 

Dan Hackey 
Public Rela ons-MC  

Submitted by  Rondii Nieto
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Mondays, Wednesdays & Fridays 11:00am-12:00pm 
Tuesdays & Thursdays 10:00am-12:00pm 

 

“Pain is weakness leaving the body”-unknown 
 

People of all fitness levels are welcome. 

Improve your balance and self esteem. 

Meet new friends that share the same goal. 

Maintain a healthy lifestyle 

Be fit, and be committed! 

 
Lose Weight 

Gain Muscle 

FEEL BETTER! 

 
 

 Questions please call Personal Trainer/ Recreation Assistant Stevee Moya  782-5554 ext. 2106 

With Stevee 

  

 
 
 
 
 

Monday-Thursdays 4:00pm-6:00pm 
Starting August 17th 2015 

Questions call Personal Trainer/ Recreation Assistant Stevee Moya  782-5554 Ext. 2106 

 
 

This program is for boys and girls. 

Come out for some hard working fun! 

Meet new friends with the same goal. 

Strength training and cardio training. 

Get Stronger! 

Better reflexes, better skills, better YOU! 

            Get in shape. 

          BE COMMITTED!  

    Ages: 12-17 yrs  
 
 “Being defeated is often a temporary condition.  
  Giving up is what makes it permanent.” 
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Tule River Study Center
Pillar of  Character

Trustworthiness

For the Character of Trustworthy I would like to nominate Madison Hunter.  This 
student is reliable to fi nish her homework. She is a pleasure to have in the class-
room!                                                                                                               Mr. C

We have nominated Samantha Hernandez for the Character Counts! Pillar Trustwor-
thiness. Samantha is a seventh grader that attends Bartlett Middle School. Samantha 
can be trusted to come in, start on her work and does not have to be reminded.  She 
is very reliable and trusted to watch over her sisters that attend the Study Center with 
her. She is a very honest student and is liked by all. Ms. Natashia and I love having a 
student like Samantha in our class and can see many great things from her in the fu-
ture.                                                                               Mrs. Franks and Miss Natashia 

Over the past two weeks Mercedes Fox has been a sweet quiet student. She does 
all her work in a timely manner. She is very friendly, helpful, and responsible.
                                                                                  Miss Jackie and Miss Sherree

I would like to nominate Aliyah Martinez for trustworthiness. Aliyah displays her 
trustworthiness through various ways such as being humble, industrious, and joyful. 
Aliyah is truly a great student all around. She is very polite and respectful to others. 
She demonstrates great leadership among her peers and has a great demeanor as well
.                                                                                                                             Ms. A

I chose Maya Hernandez to represent the pillar of Trustworthiness for the month of 
September. Maya is a 4th grader at Vandalia Elementary and she exhibits Trustwor-
thiness in many ways: She is reliable, loyal, honest and responsible. I know I can 
always trust Maya to take the initiative and begin her homework right away when she 
arrives at the Study Center. Great job Maya!                                    Courtney Cardoza
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Tule River Townits School
Pillar of  Character

Trustworthiness

I have selected Kelvin Manuel as the student of the month. He is always respectful 
and responsible; he knows how to behave and plays well with others. He is an overall 
outstanding student. I am glad he is part of my class.                                Ms. Salazar

I chose Gage Wright for student of the month because he always comes to class 
ready to learn. He is always eager to give the answer whether right or wrong.
                                                                                                               Jessica Tapia

Tyra Lopez is the second grade Student of the Month for September. She is an 
awesome addition to the classroom. Tyra always has a smile on her face and is 
such a positive person. She is a hard worker and tries her best no matter the activ-
ity. Keep up the great work Tyra!                                                           Miss Karri

Shayna Santos is the student of the month for the third grade class. Shayna is the 
perfect example of an outstanding student. She is a respectful young lady who is 
always willing to participate in class activities. Keep up the good work Shayna. 
                                                                                                           Charlotte Nebeker

Towanits school is attracting interest

   On Monday, September 21, 
2015 Towanits School had 
a visitor - UCLA Sociology 
and American Indian Studies 
Professor Duane Champagne 
(Turtle Mountain Band of 
Chippewa). As a Harvard ed-
ucated researcher and author 
of over 120 books on Native 
American social and educa-
tion systems, Dr. Champagne 
brought a wealth of knowl-
edge and experience to his 
observation of Tule River’s new Tribal School. “Professor 
Champagne became a close friend, colleague and objective 

Professor Duane Champagne

By Dr. Jerry Livesey Director 
Tule River Education Department

observer while I was developing Morongo’s Tribal School 
Model” said Dr. Livesey. 
   Last month the Tejon Tribe’s Tribal Council and Tribal 
Administrator toured Towanits School on its third day of 
operations. 
   Next month on October 26, Ms. Pam Coronado, Chair of 
the Picayune Rancheria of the Chukchansi Indians Educa-
tion Committee, Dr. Kathryn Catania, Deputy Superinten-
dent for Fresno County Offi ce of Education, Jennifer Ruiz, 
Executive Director of FAIHP and Katie Garcia, the Native 
American Outreach Coordinator, Fresno State will be visit-
ing Towanits School “ to learn from the steps you have taken 
to ensure the educational success of Tule River’s youth.” 
   With the implementation of Grades K-3 at Towanits School 
this Fall, the Tule River Tribe realized a long time goal of 
launching its own school and judged by the numbers of visi-
tors Towanits School is attracting – it cemented its role as an 
educational leader among Native Nations.
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Tule River Townits Education Center
Pillar of  Character

Trustworthiness

I would like to acknowledge Eric Vega for Trustworthi-
ness. Eric is a 2nd grader at our Towanits School. Eric 
comes to the after school program every day. He tells the 
truth, is always honest, and helps others when needed. 
Daily, he helps his little sister get in the van to go home. I 
can always count on Eric to do the right things. Way to go 
Eric!                                                              Debra Lykins

It is my pleasure to nominate Olivia Christman for the 
Trustworthiness Pillar of Character Counts. She always 
respects her teachers, classmates, and their property. She 
lets me know about things she feels that I should know 
about, such as what assignments her classmates have for 
homework. I appreciate her sincerity. Thank you Olivia!
                                                                     Mrs. Brumley

Tule Child Care Center  
Fall Festival 

 

October 29, 2015 
9:00am-11:00am 
 
Join us for fun with the kids. Please  
Sign up for a booth; all prizes should be  
Healthy snacks, or school supplies.  
 
PPlease sign up with Corina Harris 
at 559-781-4271 extension 1042 if you  
will be attending. 
Thank you TCC-Parents. 



-25-

TOWANITS SCHOOL   
        EVENTS CALENDAR 

 

 
SEPT 28TH-31ST   COMMUNITY BOOK FAIR  

  Towanits library 
 

 
OCT 16TH    1ST PROGRESS REPORTING PERIOD  
     Student Grades Mailed Oct 21st  
    OCT 21 & 22 PARENT CONFERENCES BY APPOINTMENT 
 
 
OCT 23RD     - -

Students pick a pumpkin 
 
 

    OCT 30TH   12:00 - 2:30 12
Booths, Best Costume, Parade 
 

 
NOV 26TH & 27TH TH

Minimum day on the 25th (12:30) 
 

DEC 18TH    2ND PROGRESS REPORTING PERIOD  
     Student Grades Mailed Dec 21st  
 

 
DEC 21ST-JAN 8TH  TH

        Merry Christmas & Happy New Year! r!r!
 

WA

EV

ee
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An apology to the Natural Resources' Crew

Here is the after shot!

   This story ran in last month’s Newsletter with a tremen-
dous error! It was not Public Works who did all the fuel 
reduction behind the Housing Authority and Tribal Of-
fi ce. The Natural Resources Department was responsible 
for all the hard work that went into clearing the area and 
making it a much safer place to work.
   I offer an apology for my error and will not give a 
lame excuse. It was my error and I am sorry. I hope that 
the Natural Resources' Crew can fi nd it in their hearts to 
forgive me.
   Again I thank you for your hard work here and all over 
the Reservation. You should all be commended for what 
you do.
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Guess Who?

This picture was taken in 1974. Do you know where this is? Do you know why the kids are there? Can you 
name anyone in the picture? If you can give me a call at 781-4271, ext. 1047, email me at Frances.Hammond@
tulerivertribe–nsn.gov or just drop on by for a chat at the Tribal Offi ce. If you know the any of the names, 
where this is or why they are there, your name will appear here next month!

This is the 80’s Club! Clifford Silvas, Bobby 
McDarment and Lawrence Garfi eld all at-
tended Zelma Santos' birthday celebration 
last month. Lawrence requested the picture 
and wanted to share it with all of you. Thank 
you Mr. Garfi eld. Missing from the picture are 
Leonard Manuel Sr., and Alonzo McDarment.

Just for fun!
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The Name Giver ©
A story by Lawrence Garfield written by his wife Andy Garfield

   Before beginning this story I need to fi ll you in on a lit-
tle oral history from my mom, Ida, Mary Eugene, Frances 
Hunter, Lupe Garfi eld and others, history born of natural 
curiosity, years before we dreamed of a casino, or even 
knew the meaning of genealogy.
   This history is about my grandmother Juana Silvas Pey-
ron, Big Jim Alto, his wife Martha, Juana Silvas’ father 
Ramon Silvas and Little Mike Valario.
   Beginning one day when I asked my mom about the 
death of her mother Juana Silvas Peyron, our grand-
mother. My mom’s response, “When my Mother died I 
was 13 years old. She, Juana, died from a bad back (sco-
liosis). Big Jim Alto used to come over the mountains as 
often as possible to her grave on Deer Creek and cry for 
hours, alone, for a whole year after her death.”
   I asked my mom why Big Jim did that. Ida replied, 
“Big Jim and Juana were raised together by Ramon, my 
great-grandfather. They were children together, they were 
brother and sister or maybe 1/2 brother and 1/2 sister, 
maybe cousins. I no longer remember exactly. Juana’s 
mother, maybe Big Jim’s mother too, died when they 
were very little. What does it matter now, they are all 
dead, all gone,” Ida said. 
   There is of course more to say some other time. I tell 
you this to let you know it was a close relationship be-
tween Big Jim Alto’s family and Juana’s family. All the 
years of their lives they visited each other often. Big Jim 
and Martha and their children visited the Peyron family. 
Juana, and sometimes her husband Celestino Peyron re-
turned the visits, children and all. Because it was a long 
trip, they always stayed a few days. Celestino always 
butchered an animal to feed everyone during these visits 
at the Peyron Ranch or the Rez.
   Both Mary Eugene and Frances Hunter told me that 
Juana used to live on the Reservation at some early time. 
I assume that must have included Ramon Silvas too. Jua-
na’s mother was a Nichols and Maria Garfi eld’s father 
was a Nichols from Kernville area. There is more to these 
stories – some other time. End of that information for 
now.
Next story. One morning my father said to me, “When 
you fi nish your breakfast we are going to visit Little Mike 
Valario.” Little Mike was the adopted child of Big Jim 
and Martha. He had an assignment of his own. When Big 
Jim died, Martha went to live with Little Mike. Big Jim, 
Martha and their children had another assignment. Any-
way we were going to Little Mike’s place. It was a ways 
up Gibbons Creek, on the west side, sorta across from the 
McDarment’s place. Dad never mentioned Martha as we 
walked over to Mike’s home.
   My dad always took me with him when he went to visit 
people close to our family or any of the old people who 

had moved away like Henry Lawrence.
   I never thought it strange or different about going with 
him.
   When we got there my dad and Martha started talking 
in their own language. I could only sit and listen. I know 
a few words, but not enough to know what they were 
talking about. Mike understood, but he just sat in silence 
like me and listened.
   When my dad and Martha were fi nished we all said our 
goodbyes and left.
   On the way home I asked my dad what they talked 
about. I was surprised and thrilled to hear that Martha 
was going to give me my true Indian name. According 
to my dad, it was always a very respected old Elder that 
named the children, not when they are born but when 
they were older. It was like a badge of honor.
   My dad told me that Martha asked many things about 
me from the day I was born to the day the request was 
made. Martha, who was very old would remember all 
those things as her thoughts wove me a new spiritually 
inspired name from my ancestors as she was taught by 
them to do. She told my dad she would send word in a 
few days, when my name was ready.
   Martha told my dad she must consider everything she 
knew about me. Until then it would be very mysterious 
and secret.
   I was aware it was a great honor in every way, from 
the “Elder Name Giver” to the “Child Receiver”. It was 
entirely spiritual and powerful in our thoughts.

Continued on page 25
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More Name Giver
   The whimsical dealer of fate stepped in. Before Martha 
called us back she died.
   I didn’t know how my mom and dad felt. I’m sure her 
death was a great loss to them. Me, I felt terrible. My 
name I never knew, my Indian, spiritual name was gone. 
It went with Martha to the spirit world. I have never for-
gotten nor felt less about it.
   I don’t know why my folks didn’t choose another Elder. 
I don’t really know the rules. The real old Elders kept 
their silence, to be learned in due time and not before.
   This all happened during the time the U.S. Government 
forbid all Indian people from passing on their deeply felt 
spiritual customs to us kids. Maybe my parents thought 
Martha’s death at this special time was an omen? They 
were quiet people still torn between their forbidden be-
liefs and the new ways. Maybe they felt it was a punish-
ment for breaking the U.S. Government laws.
   Never again did my dad speak of it. I’m sure mom and 
dad talked about it at some time, perhaps on some dark 
and starry night. So many questions and so few answers.
   Maybe my spiritual name waits for me in that other 
world. Maybe Martha waits to give it to me…..
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77:00pm 

Costume Judging 

Most Original 
Scariest 
Funniest 

Group Theme 
Age Categories 

0-5 
6-11 

12-17  
18 & Up 

Pumpkin Decorating contest 

Cake Decorating Contest 
Best Booth Contest 

***No Confe  Eggs** 

Food & Game Booths Needed 
To Reserve Your Space  

Contact Tule River Tribe  
Public Relations 

Dan Hackey 
(559) 781-4271 Ext. 1020 

Rondii Nieto 
(559) 781-4271 Ext. 1066 
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             Yowlumni Language Classes

Monday – Friday 9am-11am  Tule Child Care
Monday – Friday 3-5pm        TRYLP Offi ce
Tues-Wed-Thurs      6pm           TRYLP Offi ce

Classes are open to everyone, and are free of 
charge. For more information on the language 
program, or to inquire about cultural presenta-
tions, please contact:
Christina Jaquez, Director
304 N. Reservation Rd.
Porterville, CA 93258
(559) 789-9013
christina.jaquez@tulerivertribe-nsn.gov

 Update, as of August 1, 2015  on our Yowlumni 
Phrasebooks. Last month we launched a pre- phrasebook 
to Tribal Council members and Elders, Due to lack of 
Quantity of our phrasebooks for Elders and whole com-
munity. We will not be giving any out until we have 
enough for all members. Thank You.
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October USDA Food
Distribution
559-781-3129

October 26 - Tule River
9:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

October 27, 28 & 29
Tule River Warehouse 
8:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.

& 1:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Hearty Potoato Soup

This rich-tasting and hearty potato soup is full of fl a-
vor, perfect for lunch or dinner and the upcoing cold 
days and nights.

Ingredients

1 Cup chopped onion
1 Tablespoon fi nely chopped garlic
1 Tablespoon vegetable oil
1/4 Pound chicken, thawed, cut up with skin removed
4 Cups water
6 Small red potatoes, chopped (or 1 15 oz can sliced po-
tatoes)
1/4 Cup white or brown rice uncooked
1/2 Teaspoon chili powder or paprika
1 Cup peas (or 1/2 can, about 8 oz.)
1/2 Teaspoon cayenne or jalapeno chilies, diced (Option-
al)
1/2 Cup fresh parsley or cilantro, chopped (Optional)

Directions

In a large pot, brown onion and garlic in oil over medium 
to high heat for 5 minutes.
Add chicken to pot and brown for about 5 minutes.
Add water, potatoes, rice and chili powder to pot.
Bring pot to a boil and cook for 5 minutes.
Lower heat and cook for about 15 to 20 minutes. Stir pot 
every 10 minutes.

Add peas and cook for about 8 minutes. If using cayenne 
or jalapeno chilies, add that too, mix well.
Remove pot from heat. If using parsley or cilantro, add 
that now.
Mix well and cover for 5 minutes. Serve hot.

Serves 6        
Serving Size 1 1/2 cups (415 g) - Calories 225, Total fat 
3.4 g, Saturated fat 0 g, Cholesterol 13 mg, Sodium 38 mg 
Carbohydrate 40 g, Dietary Fiber 5 g Sugars 4 g Protein 
10 g, Vitamin A 15% DV, Vitamin C 57% DV, Calcium 
5% DV,  Iron 14% DV, Percent Daily Values are based on 
a 2,000 calorie diet.

Mark your calendars

Next Community Meeting

Saturday November 14th  9 a.m.

Tule River Justice Center

Be informed

voice your concerns

Hear what your neighbors 

have to say!

Community MeetingCommunity Meeting
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F o r m o re  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t :   
Jenn ie  Pe rez ,  Ca re  Coord ina to r   

559 -853 -6130  
j enn ie .pe rez@tu le r ive r t r i be -nsn .gov  

 
ALL TRIBAL ME MBERS  

&  
C O M M U N I T Y M E M B E R S  W EL C O M E D !  

The Systems of Care (SOC) Adult Survey will be launched in the  

Month of October!  

By taking the survey, it may lead to future behavioral health services located on 

Tule River.  

To show our appreciation for taking the survey, incentives will be offered & your 

name will be entered into a free drawing to win a grand prize! The survey is 

completely anonymous & confidential. We will have computer stations setup so 

you can take the Adult Survey at either the: 

Brafford Room 

Justice Center 

Eagle Mountain Casino 

Gaming Commission conference room 

(A paper survey is optional for your convenience).  

Thank you & please be sure to look for upcoming notices  

of when the SOC Adult Survey will be launched! 
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RED RIBBON WEEK ACTIVITIES SCHEDULE 
OUR DEPARTMENTS HAVE COORDINATED A WEEK FULL OF ACTIVITIES TO PROMOTE DRUG AND  

ALCOHOL AWARENESS IN THE TULE RIVER COMMUNITY. WE INVITE YOU TO JOIN US EACH DAY DURING THIS 
WEEK WITH FUN, SPEAKERS, PRIZES, AND REFRESHMENTS FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY. LETS JOIN TOGETHER TO 

STOMP DRUGS OUT OF OUR COMMUNITY...TULE RIVER HAS THE POWER TO SAY NO TO DRUGS! 

Tule River Prevention Team Presents Alcohol & Drug 
Free Community Event Family Formation/Family Fun 

Date/Time Event Other information 

10/23/2014 
FRIDAY 
6:00–8:00 P.M. 

OUTDOOR MOVIE 
INSIDE OUT 
BOB OJEDA BALL FIELD 

10/26/2014 
MONDAY 
5:00-6:30 P.M. 

DECORATE COMMUNITY 
“LETS DECLARE OUR REZ DRUG FREE” 
PLACE RED RIBBONS ON FENCE, POLES, 
DOORS, SIGNS, ETC. 

10/27/2014 
TUESDAY 
5:00-7:30 P.M. 

NIGHT WALK WITH GLOW STICKS 
“WALK OUT ON DRUGS!” 
LIVING HEALTHY WITH EXERCISE 

10/28/2014 
WEDNESDAY 
5:00-7:00 P.M. 

POSTER DECORATING CONTEST 
“JOIN US...BE DRUG FREE” 
CREATE FUN POSTERS 

10/29/2014 
THURSDAY 
4:00-8:30 P.M. 

RESPECT YOURSELF BE DRUG FREE 
TULARE COUNTY CELEBRATION 
VISALIA CONVENTION CENTER 
303 E. ACEQUIA AVE 
VISALIA, CA 93291 

10/30/2014 
FRIDAY 
6:00-9:00 P.M. 

HALLOWEEN FUN NIGHT 
A HEALTHY ME IS DRUG FREE! 
COME & ENJOY A GOOD TIME! 

JOIN US FOR AN OUTDOOR MOVIE AT THE GYM. BRING 
LAWN CHAIRS AND BLANKETS. DOOR PRIZE, FOOD AND 
SO MUCH MORE! FUN FAMILY TIME! 

JOIN US IN PAINTING OUR REZ RED. SPREAD THE MES-
SAGE THAT WE ARE ELIMINATING DRUGS AND ALCOHOL 
IN OUR COMMUNITY. 

WILL START AT CASINO PARKING LOT 2 WITH A BAL-
LOON RELEASE AND END BACK AT THE GYM. REFRESH-
MENTS WILL BE SERVED AND T-SHIRTS GIVEN OUT. 

AGE DIVISIONS: 
K-3RD, 4TH-6TH, 7TH-8TH, 9TH-12TH
ANNOUNCED ON THURSDAY

FREE FAMILY EVENT. LIVE LOCAL ENTERTAINMENT. RE-
SOURCE AND INFORMATION BOOTHS. GAMES, ACTIVI-
TIES, & MUCH MORE. TRANSPORTATION TO FIRST 50 
COMMUNITY MEMBERS. YOUTH MUST BE ACCOMPA-
NIED BY ADULT 21 AND OVER. CONTEST FOR BEST 
BOOTH. INTERACTIVE ACTIVITES. 
COME OUT AND JOIN THE FUN! COSTUME JUDGING, 
MOST ORIGINAL, SCARIEST, GROUP THEME, AGE 
GROUPS. P MPKIN AND CAKE DECORATING CONTEST 
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Important news from
Tule River Health Center Tule River Indian Health

Center Inc.
Clinic Hours

Saturday (Medical only)
8 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Walk-ins 8 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Monday thru Friday

8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Closed Sundays

Tule River Indian Health Center

• Effective october 1, 2015 
• Appointments will be seen in 1 hour in-

crements
• Walk-ins will be seen 1 per hour, per 

provider 
• This is due to the implementation of 

icd-10
• This is a federal mandate
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Tule River Tribal Council and
The Human Resources Department

Wish Tule River Employees A Very Happy Birthday
& Happy Halloween too! October 17

Omar Ayon, TRTC
October 18

Vivianna N. Moreno, EFTP#2
Domingo Medrano, TRGC

October 19
Andres Rodriguez, DPS

October 22
Crystal Segura, Ed Center

Jorge Rodriguez, Gaming Security
Elias Vaca, TREDC
October 23

Justin M. Neyenhuys, DPS
Jorge Reyes, TREDC

October 24
Vivian P. Christman, TRTC

Jade Garfi eld, TREDC
October 25

Fred Rubio, Public Works
David Renegar, Ed Center
Priscilla Santos, TREDC
Zebariah Franco, TRGC

October 26
Nathan N. Burtt, Facility Management

Gregory Malone, Education
October 27

Jennifer L. Montoya, Land Assigment
Fernando L. Brown, Tribal Fuels Thinning

October 28
Maribel Garcia, Study Center

October 30
William J. Garfi eld, TRTC

Janie Sanchez, TRDFSS
Simon T. Bracamontes, TREDC

Bobby Sierra, TREDC
October 31

Corina Harris, Procurement

October 1
Ivett Hernandez, Gaming Security

October 2
Lewis K. Christman, Telecommunications

Aissa Arriaga, TREDC
October 3

Ashley A. Gotschall, Ashley A., EFTP#1
October 4

Angel Venegas, Public Works
Michael Huber, DPS

Vance Peyron, Timber Sales
October 5

Rena Leon, TRGC
October 6

Marina D. Carabay, TRTC
Steven Peyron Jr., TRTC

Marian Carabay, Marian, Finance
October 7

Michael W. Carrillo, DPS
Kimberly D. Retiz, TREDC

October 8
Daniel R. Ramos, TGRGC

October 9
George Bacarro, Gaming Security

Lester R. Nieto Jr., TRAP
Kristi L. Silva, TREDC

October 12
Ryan M. Garfi eld, TRTC
David Hernandez, DPS

Mario T. Abellido, TRTC
October 13

Lupe Hernandez, McCarthy Ranch
Jacqueline Egon, TREDC

October 14
Zane Santos, TRFD
October 15

Michael Munoz, WIA-AWE
October 16

Kenneth C. McDarment III, TRTC
Duane M. Garfi eld Sr, TRTC

Paul Vizcano, DPS

Employee October Birthdays

WWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWisssssssssssssssssshhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh

OOOctob

hhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhddddddddddddddddddddddaaaaaaaaaaaaaayyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyy

ber 17777777777777777777

Did we miss your birthday? If so, please stop by the Human Resource offi ce to update your information.
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$1515-5-Prepay with Carla Carothers s  $1155 Prepay with CarlPP
Includes Bingo Games & 

arl
& & 2 

a Carotherlarl
22 Raffle Tickets

rss rss
tstss 2222 R

Hosted by y  Hosted byy 
Tule River Child Care Parentsts Tule River Child Care Parentts

For more  informa on Contact
s
ctct more  informa on Contacct

Carla Carothers:                  Carla Caroth
(559) 791

roth
9191-

ers:   hoth
11--2526

  rs:   
2626 

All Proceeds raised will  All Proceeds raised will  
benefit the Tule River Child benefit the Tule River Child 

Care Students end of the e Students end of 
year field trip. 

Players & guests must be 18 & y g
over.  Par cipants subject to ID p j

check upon entry.y.y  

Win $100 Per Game 
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EMC Charity Golf  TournamentEMC Charity Golf  Tournament

Rio Bravo Country Club, home of the next Charity 
Golf Tournament hosted by EMC on October 15th.
   Eagle Mountain Casino is pleased to announce its 5th 
Annual Benefi t Golf Tournament October 15th, to be held 
at Rio Bravo Country Club in Bakersfi eld, Ca.
   There will be 4 sponsorship options of $350, $2,000, 
$3,500 and $5,000. Registration begins at 8 a.m. and 
Shotgun starts at 10:30am. An awards banquet and a raf-
fl e will follow upon the end of the day. 
   Tournament proceeds will benefi t local organizations 
such as the Tule River Scholarship Fund, Wounded He-
roes of Kern County, Porterville Adult Day Services and 
the Porterville Area Coordinating Council. Throughout 
the year, donations are distributed to these organizations 
to further their communal efforts.
   For more information on Eagle Mountain Casinos 15th 
Annual Golf Tournament on October 15th, please contact 
Salvador Ambriz at 559-788-6220 ext. 1905 or salvador.
ambriz@eaglemtncasino.com.

Wynonna Judd & The Big Noise Wynonna Judd & The Big Noise 

Yokuts Coffee House hours
Monday-Sunday 7 a.m.-11 p.m.

Happy Hour!
Daily discount 20%

1 p.m. - 2 .m.p  & 6 p. m. - 7p. m.

Big news for Eagle 
Mountain Casino 
customers, yes the fa-
mous Wynonna Judd 
and The Big Noise 
presents their Christ-
mas show appearing 
Saturday, November 
28 in the Casino Event 

Tent. Tickets are on sale now, general admis-
sion $35 and reserved seats are $45. Doors will 
open at 7 p.m., show starts at 8 p.m.
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What's going on at the Event Tent?

Player's Club Members receive $5 off per ticket 
when purchased at the Hotel Gift Shop Only

Tachi Palace entertainment

Friday, October 9- VOIC OF COMMAND AND 
LOS INVASORES DE NUEVO LEON  - Doors 
open 7 p.m. show starts 8 p.m.

Thursday, October 1  - FRANKIE BALLARD 
AND GLORIANA  - Tickets $35, $45 & $75  - All 
reserved seating  -  Doors Open at 6 p.m. - Show 
Time 7:30 p.m.

Thursday, October 22 – NIGHT RANGER – Tick-
ets $30, $40 & $75 – All reserved seating – doors 
open at 6 p.m. – Show time 7:30 p.m.

                    The Warriors Cage
                          Fight Card
Ernest Chavez           vs     Justin Buchholz
  
Sergio Cortez           vs     Ray Cervera
  
David Ramirez         vs     Brian Travers
    
Michael Lowder       vs              Dale Johnson
  
Levon McCormack   vs             Alex Garcia
   
Jermaine McDermot vs             Jason Hail
  
Cody Sons           vs            William Johnson
   
David Ojeda           vs            Fabian Luevano
  
Garrett Marks           vs           Armondo Perez
  
Corina Herrera          vs          Amber Tackett

Friday, October 30 – THE WARRIOR’S CAGE 
HALLOWEEN HAVOC - Tickets are on sale now 
and start at only $25 - Summit club members that 
purchase ticket in the Eagle Mountain Casino Gift 
Shop receive $5 OFF each ticket – Doors open 7 
p.m. Show starts 8 p.m.

Eagle Mountain Specials!



October 25
Gabriel A. Carrillo 
Francine M. Flores 
Zebariah J. Franco 
Priscilla R. Jaenke 
Fred M. Rubio Jr. 
Vance A. Vega 
Secret J. Wheeler 
October 26
Nathan N. Burtt 
Joel T. Carothers 
Jacqueline K. Duncan 
Michael E. Franco 
October 27
Sybil E. Avalos 
Kristopher M. Bays 
Fernando L. Brown 
Cody J. Hernandez 
Alonzo S. McDarment 
Jennifer L. Montoya 
October 28
Dinah Gonzales 
Mark A. Moreno 
Audrey J. Santos 
Naomi J.L. Vega 
October 29
Antonio L. Franco 
Robert J. Martinez 
Natasha L. Mccog 
October 30
Susanna M. Brown 
Thunder D. Christman 
Delia M. Gamez 
William J. Garfi eld 
Renee A. Hunter 
Todd A. McDarment 
Bobby P. Sierra 

October 31
Braze M. Farmer 
Chris E. Garfi eld 
Corina R. J. Harris 
Brian Lara 
Tatjana M. Vega 
Tianna S. Vega
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October 1
Haley D. McDarment
Paisley R. Peyron
October 2
Aissa A. Arriaga 
Lewis K. Christman
Ronii D. Santos
Chelsea S. Sestini
Frank Silvas
October 3
Floyd J. Franco Jr.
Marissa M. Gomez
Ashley A. Gotschall
October 4
Thelma J. Anderson
Ira H. Garfi eld
Martin L. Martinez Sr.
Tenaya L. Murrietta
Evanee B.B. Peyron
Vance L. Peyron
October 5
Rosanna C. Alvarez
Francis I. Brown
Christina M. Hatfi eld
Neil Peyron II
Jose M. Valdez
October 6
Nicholas G. Arriaga
Marian D. Carabay
Jasmine R. Curlin
Shanna D. Dashner
Marcia Estrada
Billy J. Farmer
Evelyn S. Lamotte
Rosalie Lincoln
Angela A. Moreno
Steven M. Peyron Jr.
October 7
Michael W. Carrillo
Lindsay A. Ilar
Estrella S. Lucas
Nakota A. Morris
Salvador A. Rios
October 8
Aleena I. Burtt
Justin B. Carothers
William J. Carrillo Jr.
John M. Devine
Tah-Wun-Nahl C. Gibson
Jacinda M. Hunter
Daniel R. Ramos

October 9
Tionay K. Burrough
Verdo O. Caldwell
Zariah M.L. Christman
Brielle H. Clower
Natasha M. Gonzalez
Taylor A. Mueller
Lester R Nieto Jr.
Alfred G. Peyron
October 10
Eveangela O. Ahmed 
Corina F. Parker 
October 11
Adrian D.G. Esquivel 
Todd L. Franco 
Peter E. Martinez III
Gina D. Pizano 
October 12
Kendra R. Allen 
Ryan M. Garfi eld 
David A. Hernandez Jr. 
October 13
Vincent M. Burrough Sr. 
Burben G.H. Garcia 
Lupe Hernandez 
Tommy A Jaquez 
Michael O. Manuel 
John A. Moreno 
October 14
Carmelita Bertoldo
Cecelia A. Christman
Cole L. Kambick 
Jole C. Kambick 
Gabriella S. Oebel 
Shane Santos 
Zane Santos 
October 15
Tatiana D. DeSoto 
Billy J. Farmer Jr. 
John W. Franco 
Duma K. Garfi eld 
Michael A. Munoz Jr. 
Zaviah L.W. Parker 

October 16
Bernard P. Brown 
Christopher D. Carabay 
Jeremie J. Facio 
Jessica L. Facio 
Katrina Y. Franco 
Duane M. Garfi eld Sr. 
Amy L. McDarment 
Kenneth C. McDarment III 
Deanna M. Vassar 
October 18
Daveena A. Alvarado 
Eastyn C.L. Garfi eld 
Nikki J. Gibson 
Domingo J.J. Medrano 
Christopher E. Moreno 
Edward D. Peyron 
October 19
Brhea J. Acosta 
Justin R. Baga 
Lorraine P. McDarment 
Nelda F. Nieto 
Sienna L. Williams 
October 20
Danette G. Carter 
Kaitlynn L. Gibson 
Sarah A. Lewis 
October 21
John L. Carothers 
Rosalind M. Pineda 
Lillian K. Rubio 
Liliana K. Santos 
Nah-Kyha M. Yocum 
October 22
Adolfo A. Avila 
Lily I. Garfi eld 
Carrie J. Ibarra 
Jake M Ogden 
Emidio C. Rincon-Facio 
Edwina M. Vega 
October 23
Kessin J. Bush 
Brent O. Caldwell 
Wa-Hessit Y. Chumacero 
Kenneth D. Frost 
Tanner C. James 
Owen V Rubio Jr. 
Delaney S. Santos 
October 24
Vivian P. Christman 
Jade A. Garfi eld 
Orin L. Rubio 
Jessica O. Servantes 
Paradise R. Wheeler 

Tribal Council wishes all a very Happy Birthday 
& Happy Halloween too!

illo Jr.

C. Gibson
ter
s
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The Tule River Newsletter is Published the fi rst week of every month at the Tule River Tribal Offi ce. Deadline for the 
Newsletter is the 25th of every month for the following month’s newsletter. Submissions may be made by dropping them off 
at the Tribal Offi ce, calling Frances Hammond at (559) 781-4271 ext. 1047, fax (559) 781-4610 or by e-mail at frances.
hammond@tulerivertribe-nsn.gov.  The Tule River Newsletter is now available on line at www.tulerivertribe-nsn.gov.
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CHILD CARE
ED. CENTER 
ELDERS
FIRE DEPT.
LANGUAGE DEPARTMENT
GAMING COMM.
GAMING SECURITY
GENERAL COUNCIL
NAT. RESOURCES
MAINTENANCE SHOP 
PTRVL STUDY CENTER
PUBLIC WORKS
SOCIAL SERVICES
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TANF-TULE
TRAP
TRAP LODGE
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TULE RIVER GYM
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