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Tule River Newsletter
It was Pow-wow time at Tule River 

Story and more pictures on page 2
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It was a very colorful event last month at the Tule River Band of Yokuts Pow-
Wow. Below is Jr. Pow-Wow Princess Victoria Ayashume Dabney and Pow-
Wow Princess Topanga Towns.                          
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Tule River celebrates Pow-wow

Continued on page 12

      2016 Tule River Band of  Yokuts Pow-Wow was a 
great success once again thanks to the Tule River Pow-
Wow Committee.
    Friday found the weather calm and comfortable 
when the sun went down just in time for the Grand 
Entry. As always the Grand Entry was very colorful 
and just amazing to watch. Tule River Native Veter-
ans Post 1987 once again presented the Colors as the 
dancers followed them into the arena. It was a sight to 
behold!
   In the Princess contests Victoria Ayashume Dabney 
will be representing Tule River as the Junior Princess. 
Topanga Towns will once again where the crown for 
Pow-Wow Princess. She represented Tule River a few 
years ago. Now she can represent Tule River locally 
and in the mid-west as she is attending school in Kan-
sas. 
   The annual ‘Meet & Greet’ was held at El Tapatio 
again this year with the Tule River Pow-Wow Com-
mittee offering gifts to the Head Staff. It was a nice 
affair and a great breakfast. 

   Throughout the weekend dancers competed. Here 
are the results for the 2016 Tule River Band of  Yokuts 
Pow-Wow.
   Placing third in the Junior Girl’s Fancy Shawl Dance 
was Kaelene from Palmdale. Second place went to 
Visalia’s Jasnessa Shields. Destiny Ramirez from 
Lemoore took home first place.
   Junior Girl’s saw Mary Braveheart from Aberdeen, 
SD take third place. Tule River’s own Imani Manuel 
came in second and Olivia Sheridan was first.
   Autumn Rain Hackett from Los Banos was award-
ed third place in the Junior Girl’s Southern Tradition 
Dance with Aih-Nauah Manuel from Tule River Re-
ceiving second and Annalisa Cortez came all the from 
San Diego to win first place.

   Lemoore’s Na’Shay Morales received first in the Ju-
nior Girl’s Northern Tradition Dance 
   Sacramento took all three places in the Junior Boy’s 
Fancy Dance. Third went to Donatello Rowan, second 
to Kalen Scalplock and first was Keanven Brown.
   Junior Boys Northern Traditional Dance’s third place 
went to Thunder Garcia hailing from San Diego. Tule 
River’s own Marcus Franco took second and Asencio 
Garcia from Garden Grove was first.
   Tashom Morales from Lemoore placed third in the 
Teen Girl’s Fancy Dance with Clara Silvas from Por-
terville placing second. Traveling from Sacramento, 
Jayden Randall placed first.
   Lemoore’s Jasani Morales was third in the Teen Girl’s 
Jingle Dance and Novalene Scalplock from Sacramen-
to was second. First place went to Nanaah Kadenehii 
from Garden Grove.
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Tule River goes to SacramentoTulllllllee River gooees to Sacrammmento

   Last month Tule River Native Veterans Post 
1987 was called to present the Colors at the 49th 
Annual California Native American Day Cere-
mony.
   Eagle Mountain Casino donated a bus for the 
Veterans to travel to Sacramento. The Post com-
mander Stan Santos invited the Elders to attend 
as well.

Tule River Native Veterans Post 1987 post the 
Colors for the 49th Annual California Native 
American Day.

Receiving a special proclamation for the Tule River 
Native Veterans were Commander Stan Santos and 
Chaplin Leland Castro presented by  Dennis Hen-
dricks, Tribal Council Member of the Tuolumne 
Band of Me-Wuk Indians.

Above William McDarment 
Sr. carries the Tule River Flag 
followed by his fellow Tule 
River Members.

on the left Cynthia Gomez is 
presented a special proclama-
tion honoring her for her se-
vice to the Native American 
Community.

Here Cynthia Gomez says hello to Clay Garfield.

Continued on page 7
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Keeping the language
The Tule River Yokuts 
Language Project was 
pleased to bring Mr. Gor-
don Bussell back to the 
Tule River Community, in 
September. Mr Bussell is 
Hupa/Mattole Indian, and 
resides in the Hupa Indian 
Reservation. Gordon has 
been a strong advocate for 
language revitalization for 
many years and has trav-
eled the country, assisting 
many tribes with teacher 
training. This month, he 
stopped by Tule River to 
work with our program on 
the Greymorning Teaching 
technique. This technique 
involves strict immersion 

in the target language, while utilizing only pictures to 
teach the lesson. It was an interesting way of  imple-
menting a language lesson, and it really made you con-
centrate! Staff  was able to practice the new technique, 
and develop their lessons. On Wednesday evening, 
Sept 28th, Gordon gave a presentation to the commu-
nity about the importance of  knowing your language. 
“Without the language, we don't have our connection 
to the Creator,” he said. “Our languages hold power, 
and there is healing in the languages. We need to learn 
it, and speak it to our next generations, so we do not 
lose our identity as Indigenous People.”

Christina Jaquez
Director, Tule River Yokuts Language Project

Yowlumnen Chexul (Yowlumni Language)

Autumn   Duma  (DOO-muh)
Leaves Falling   d'ap d'apen  (tup tup-in)
Acorn   Epin  (EH-pin)
Acorn Mush  T'eepin  (TEH-pin) *hold out the 
   "e" sound
Deer hunter  Xoylini  (hoy-lee-nee) *heavy "h"
   sound
(It's) cold outside Liwets isel  (LEE-wets ee-sell)
(it's) Windy  Shokowen (shoh-KOH-wen)

If  you have any language-related questions? Contact 
the language staff  at 789-9013 or stop by, anytime! 
Evening classes are still Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursday at 6 p.m.

Childcare Yowlumni words board.

Gordon Bussell with a gift from Judy Nieto.

Gordon Bussell
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Happy Birthday!Congratulations Yendi and Johnny

They tied the knot!
 We are happy to announce the marriage

of
Yendi Juarez

and
Johnny Nieto

 on the second day of September
 two thousand sixteen
 at McCarthy Ranch

Poterville, CA
 The happy couple thank you so 
much for your love and support
 that brought them to this day! 

You may remember that Johnny
proposed to Yendi at

Pow-Wow two years ago!
Tribal Council and employees

congratulates the couple
and wishes all their
dreams come true.

Employee birthdays were celebrated last month in 
the Brafford Room with cake and ice cream. Those 
on hand for their celebration were; Charlie Carrillo, 
Karri Carrillo, Myra Ruelas , Maria Malone, Pol-
ly Orosco, Jesse Guiterrez and in the back Melissa 
DeLaGarza. Juanita Perez came by after the picture 
was taken.

Good Job, Betsey!

Yes! Its Betsey Foote once again placing first in her 
category at the Annual Marine Boot Camp Chal-
lenge in San Diego. This was her fifth year to com-
pete. Way to go girl!
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PROCLAMATION

California has been home to human beings for more than 12,000 years, with the presence of  
European-Americans representing only a tiny fraction of  this time. The first Europeans to arrive 
in California encountered hundreds of  thousands of  people organized into hundreds of  distinct 
tribal groups. They flourished in the bountiful hills and valleys of  what someday would be called 
California. 

The contact between these first Californians and successive waves of  newcomers over the three 
succeeding centuries was marked by the utter devastation of  the native peoples, their families and 
entire way of  life. The colonial regimes of  Spain and Mexico through disease and enforced servi-
tude cut the indigenous population by more than half. Then the Gold Rush came, and with it, a 
wave of  new diseases and wanton violence which reduced the Native population again, this time 
by more than 80 percent. The newborn State of  California actually paid for the killing of  Native 
peoples and tolerated or encouraged policies of  warfare, slavery and relocation that left no tribe 
intact. In his 1851 address to the Legislature, our first Governor, Peter Burnett, famously stated, 
“That a war of  extermination will continue to be waged between the two races until the Indian 
race becomes extinct, must be expected.”

In spite of  Burnett’s prediction, California today is home to the largest population of  Native 
Americans in the fifty states, including both the rebounding numbers of  our native tribes and oth-
ers drawn to the Golden State by its myriad opportunities. The success of  tribal businesses and 
the presence today of  tribal members in all walks of  life stand as testament to the resilience and 
indomitable spirit of  native peoples. If  Governor Burnett could not envision a future California 
that included Native Americans, it is just as impossible for us today to envision one without them.
NOW THEREFORE I, EDMUND G. BROWN JR., Governor of  the State of  California, do 
hereby proclaim September 23, 2016, as “Native American Day” in the State of  California.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF I have hereunto set my hand and caused the Great Seal of  the State 
of  California to be affixed this 16th day of  September 2016.

EDMUND G. BROWN JR.
Governor of  California



-7-

More on California Native American Day

California Governor Edmund G. Grown Jr. present-
ed a proclamation declaring September 23, 2016, as 
Native American Day in the State of California.

   The day was cool, clean and cloudless and Tribal 
flags were all posted on the west steps of  the State Cap-
itol making it a sight to see.
   Tule River Native Veterans Post 1987 posted the Col-
ors to start the day of  celebrating Native Americans 
in California. The theme this year was “Education: 
Building Tomorrow through Teachings Today.”
   Next was the California Tribal Nations flag proces-
sion, representing Tule River was William McDar-
ment Sr., followed by honored Tule River Elders and 
Tribal members.   
   Honorable Governor Edmund B. Brown Jr. delivered 
the proclamation proclaiming September 23, 2016 as 
“Native American Day” in the State of  California. 
   Receiving special recognition was the Tule River 
Native Veterans Post 1987 for their continued support 
of  this special day. Post 1987 has been attending this 
event to present the Colors since the 1990s.
   Also receiving special recognition was Tule River 
Tribal Member Cynthia Gomez. As you know she 
is also a Judge, the Tribal Advisor to Governor Jerry 
Brown and Executive Secretary for the Native Ameri-
can Heritage Commission.
   Elders were honored with a traditional gift of  gourds 
that had unique Native art painted on them by Dr. 
Dona Miranda-Begay, Dine/Tubatulabal from the 

2016 Native American Day Panning Commmitee. 
Cynthia Gomez greeted all those in the circle and Tule 
River members with hugs.
   The Key Note speaker, Tishmall Turner,  spoke on 
the topic of  “Building Tomorrow through Teaching 
Today.” She is Chairwoman of  the Ione Band of  Mi-
wok Indians.
   Viet Nam Native Veterans from all over the state 
were uniquely honored and then all Veterans were giv-
en recognition. Those in attendance had the opportu-
nity to thanks these valiant people thanking them for 
their service to their country and their people.
  Throughout the day there were many cultural sing-
ers and dancers to pay homage to the traditional ways 
of  their native ancestors helping to keep the culture 
and language alive today. Also on hand were approxi-
mately 20 informational and exhibitor booths to view 
and many vendors with lovely wares for sale. It was 
a grand day with much celebration of  the California 
Native American.

Danny Franco was in attendance part of the Tule 
River Native Veterans Post 1987. Here he is showing 
off his gift from the Tule River beading class. Class 
members presented all of the Veterans with a beaded 
gift.

Just some of the Tule River Veterans honored that 
day.
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Tule River Vets hold fi rst
Stand down on a Reservation

Chaplain Tule River Native Veterans Post 1987, Le-
land Castro starts the event with prayer.

   The Tule River Native Veterans Post 1987 made his-
tory once again last month. The Post hosted a Stand 
Down. This was the very first time a Stand Down has 
been held on an Indian Reservation. 
  Stand Downs are typically one- to three-day events 
providing supplies and services to Veterans, such as 
food, shelter, clothing, health screenings and VA Social 
Security benefits counseling. Veterans can also receive 
referrals to other assistance such as health care, hous-

ing solutions, employment, substance use treatment 
and mental health counseling. They are collaborative 
events, coordinated between local VA Medical Cen-
ters, other government agencies and community-based 
service providers.
   Chaplain Leland Castro kick started the event with 
prayer. Neil Peyron, Tule River Tribal Chairman wel-
comed everyone as well as Stan Santos, Post Com-

mander giving a little history of  the Post.
   Even Devon Mathis, California State Assembly-
man 26 District made an appearance for this historical 
event. The Veterans of  Foreign War Department of  
California named him legislator of  the year in Febru-
ary. So you can see that Veterans rights and well being 
are a priority to Assemblyman Mathis. He later made 
a visit to Tribal Council.

Commander Stan Santos is pictured here with State 
Assemblyman Devon Mathis, District 26.

   Agencies on hand at the Stand Down to provide valu-
able information to the vets were; Tulare County Vet-
erans Services, AARP, California Telephone Access 
Program and USDA Natural Resources Conservation 
Services. The Disabled Veterans, San Joaquin Health 
Services, Porterville Employment Connections, EED 
and Devry University as well as many other agencies 
that provide veterans services. 
   Once all the tables were visited, vets loaded down 
with stuff  such as large back packs, tents, duffel bags, 
t-shirts and much more.
   Lunch was also served so not one went hungry.
   It is the hope of  the Post to make this an annual 
event. 



Tule River Tribal Council
and Employees

wish to express their
heartfelt condolences

to the
family of

D a n n y  F r a n c o
You are in our prayers.

May your spirit focus on all the 
good times and laughter.

May the Lord bless and comfort
you during this time of  grief.
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SAVE WATER!!

Report Water Waste and Leaks

Call

783-8850 or 784-3155

A message from a Native Veteran
Raymond Flores and
Whomever else it concerns

   The Tule River Veterans regret that they could not 
attend your brother’s funeral as they already had a 
prior commitment with the National Park systems to 
participate in the 100th year anniversary celebration at 
Sequoia National Park. These plans had been in place 
for a month. Ryan Garfield did attend to represent the 
Tule River Native Veterans. 
   If  all of  Tule River Veterans joined the Tule Riv-
er Native Veterans Post 1987 and attended as they 
should, we would have had no problem as there would 
have been enough man power to cover all events. But 
they never have shown the interest and The Post is lim-
ited at what they can attend at one time.

Sincerely 
Clay Garfi eld

Member of  Tule River
Native Veterans Post 1987

Assemblyman Devon Mathis visits Tule River

Tule River Tribal Council receives a special visit 
from State Assemblymen Devon Mathis, District 26. 
Pictured here are Joey Garfield, Kevin Bonds. Wil-
liam Carrillo, Kenneth McDarment, Devon Mathis, 
Yolanda Gibson, Neil Peyron, Duane Garfield and 
Gary Santos.

Here Ryan Garfield, Councilman for Tule River 
meets up with Assemblymen Mathis at the Tule Riv-
er Veterans Center for the Historical Stand Down 
last month.
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Continued on page 9

News for and of  the Elders

Carrie Franco, Shawn Gonzales, Holly Bella and 
Carly Gomez preformed at the Go Native Event 
hosted by the Tule River Elders last month.

Lydia Santana celebrated her birthday last month 
making her the oldest tribal member to date. Here 
she is with Patsy Vega with her cake and the blanket 
the Elders honored her with at the Elders meeting 
last month.

Kimberly Nenna, Zelma Santos and Julia Flores 
were birthday gals too! Here they are with their cake.

   Elders met for their regular meeting last month to 
discuss how the ‘Go Native’ Event went. The event 
was held early in September. The two day event was 
a great success and well attended. The Friday of  the 
event was for Native Americans only. A day to soak in 
the culture and the traditions of  their Native roots. Ac-
cording to Donna Devine, Elders Council Vice-Chair, 
“Everything went well, food was good, dancing was 

good and we have had no complaints,” she said.
   The event had lots of  booths. There was acorn cook-
ing, salt grass making, clap stick making, beading, 
basketweaving, yarn weaving and much more. It is the 
hope of  the Elders Council to repeat this event next 
year.
   The Elders Council would also like to thank Shan-
non Alto for providing them with sage. He is growing 
it and has had a great crop. He is sharing it.
   Kimberly Nenna would like the Elders to help sup-
port a Breast Awareness Walk that would be more per-
sonal for the Elders. Look for flyer this month so that 
you may attend.
   Tule River Health Center was on hand once again 
taking blood pressures and checking blood sugar and 
cholesterol . They were also giving flu shots and every-
one who received a shot received a gift of  a nice tote 
bag.
   A special Birthday honoree for September was Lydia 
Santanta who is now the oldest living Tribal Member. 
The Elders celebrated by giving her flowers, a cake and 
a beautiful Pendleton Blanket. Other Birthday girls 
were Zelma Santos, Kimberly Nenna and Julia Flores. 
There was cake for their celebration also.
   Later in the month about 12 Elders road to Sacra-
mento with the Tule River Native Veterans for the 49 
th Annual California Native American Day. It was a 



Church on the Hill
Services every Sunday/Sunday School 10 a.m.

Wednesday Evening Service 6:30 p.m.
Sunday School for all Children
Transportation for Everyone!

190 N Reservation Rd.
Pastors: Roxanne and Nathan Burtt

We take prayer requests 24 hours a day
Call and leave a message at the church

788-2060 or 560-7671
Or drop off your prayer requests at the church in

 the prayer request mail box in front
God Bless You All!

Tule Grace 490 Church

Every Sunday ~ 10:30 a.m.

Tule River Gym

Pastor John Moreno
559-741-5391
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More on the Elders
wonderful trip and the weather was fantastic. Elders 
walked in the Tribal Flag ceremony behind flag bearer 
William McDarment Sr.
   That weekend they also headed to Laughlin for a two 
day trip. They all said it was a great trip.
   These Elders keep busy and have a lot of  fun too. The 
next meeting is Wednesday, October 12 th at 10 a.m. 
held at the Elders Center. The very next day is the Ea-
gle Mountain Elders bi-monthly breakfast at the Forest 
Buffet at 9 a.m. All Tule River Elders are invited. 

Here is just a few of the Elders that attended the trip 
to Laughlin. These people took a river cruse and re-
ally enjoyed.
Here is what Jolene Castle had to say:

Just want to say thanks to my tribe and Elders Coun-
cil for making this trip possible for us Elders. The 
snacks were wonderful and appreciated. It takes a 
lot of work putting these trips together. So thanks 
to everyone who helped out and made this happen. I 
had a great time!

Thank you Elders Council

Ways to Worship



More Pow-Wow

Continued on page 13
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   Third place in the teen Girl’s Southern Traditional 
Dance went to Jacklyn Gone, Fresno’s Marcella Segu-
ra received second. Taking home the first place money 
was Victory Rancell from Sacramento.
  Tule River took third and second place in the Teen 
Girls Northern Traditional Dance. Third went to Mer-
cedes Thomas and second to Telya Thomas. Myleena 
McGurk from Sacramento won first.
   Teen Boy’s Fancy Dance saw Ba’ac Garia from Gar-
den Grove go home with third place. Mayetta, KS’ 
Dason Scholfield received second. Winning First place 
was Daniel Scholfield also from Mayetta, KS.
   Ricky Garcia from San Diego was second in the Teen 
Boys Grass Dance with Charles Lenares taking home 
first place.

   Hailing from Colton, CA, Michael Spirit Bear Toro 
was first in the Teen Boy’s Southern Traditional.
   Tule River’s Wes Franco won first in g the Teen Boys 
Northern Traditional.
      Crystalena Rowan of  Sacramento placed third in 
the Woman’s Fancy Shawl Dance with Angela Briones 
of  San Diego taking second. Jasette Wahwasuck from 
Mayetta, KS took home first place.
   In the Women’s Jingle Dance Francine Lamaster 
from Lemoore was third, second went to Henrietta 
McGurk from Sacramento and Shandiin Yellowhorse 
traveled all with way from Arizona to take home first.
   Third place in the Women’s Southern Traditional 
Dance was awarded to Cleste McGruk of  Sacramento 
with second place going to J.W. Sheridan. Leah Mc-
Gurk-Brown also from Sacramento won first place.
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And more Pow-Wow

   Tilda Walsey of  Cusick, WA won third place in the 
Woman’s Northern Traditional Dance and Lupe Lo-
pez of  Garden Grove was second. Micelle Lent trav-
eled all way from Susanville to win first place.
   Coeur d'alene, ID’s Davey Madera was third in the 
Men’s Fancy Dance and Douglas Scholfield of  Mayet-
ta, KS was second. Rae Steven Scott of  Window Rock, 
AZ was awarded first.
   In the Men’s Grass Dance Nathan Nez from Sac-
ramento was third, Second was Ashkii Kadenekii 
of  Garden Grove and Desmond Madena of  Coeur 
d’alene, ID was honored as first.
   Men’s Southern Traditional saw Mark Sheridan Sr. 
of  Long Beach receive third, second went to Tommy 
Phillips of  Manteca and dancing his way to first was 
Buck Wallaheo of  Toppenish, WA.
   Tule River’s Nick Garfield was third in the Men’s 
Northern Traditional with Malcolm Murphy of  Win-
dow Rock, AZ winning second. The First place honor 
went to Adian Phoenix of  Los Angeles.
   Richard Donaghey of  Garden Grove was third in the 
Senior Men’s Contest. Bernard Baga of  Tule received 
second place and Mario Sanchez of  Bakersfield was 
first.

   Third place went to Arnita 
Goodface Swanson of  Fort 
Thompson, SD in the Gold-
en Age Women’s compe-
tition. Kay Whitecloud of  
Barstow was second. First 
place went to Annie Bagay.
   In the Golden Age Man’s 
contest Gary Witeclen of  
Taft was third, Chuck Cad-
otte of  San Diego was sec-
ond with first place honors 
going to Mark Roanhorse 
of  Phoenix, AZ.

   Battle Ax was third in the drum contest with Mighty 
Arrows taking second place. First place winners were 
Black Label.

   The Pow-wow wasn’t all dancing there were many 
craft booths with beautiful items for sale and there was 
plenty of  food to go around too. It was a weekend full 
of  fun, fellowship and food
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Mr. McDarment goes to Washington!

Last month Tribal Council Vice-Chair Kenneth Mc-
Darment spoke in Washington D.C. on behalf of 
Tule River to support H.R. 4685. Below is his tes-
timony. 
   Testimony of  Kenneth McDarment on behalf  of  the 
Tule River Tribe of  California 
In Support of  H.R. 4685, the Tule River Indian Res-
ervation Land Trust, Health, and Economic Develop-
ment Act. 
   The Tule River Tribe of  California considers land 
within our aboriginal territory very important. In H.R. 
4685, we are talking about 34 acres. Although this may 
not seem like a lot of  land, every acre of  land is im-
portant to our Tribe. We have lived in California for 
thousands of  years and the land and our language have 
been an intricate part of  our culture. It is important for 
us to be able to control this particular parcel of  land 
because it is situated at the main entrance to our Res-
ervation. 

Introduction 
   Good afternoon to Chairman John Barrasso, ranking 
member Jon Tester, and fellow members of  the Com-
mittee. My name is Kenneth McDarment, and I serve 
as the Vice-Chairman of  the Tule River Tribe. I am 
a graduate of  Porterville High School, in Porterville 
California, Class of  1992. After graduation, I worked 
in the oil fields and then attended trade school. Cur-
rently I am serving my second term on the Tule River 
Tribal Council. and I am married with four children. 
In these capacities, I humbly serve my community as 
a tribal leader, father and husband. I come before you 

today to respectfully request the support of  the United 
States government in securing land for the Tule River 
Reservation. 
   I send greetings and best wishes from all the mem-
bers of  the Tribal Council. We are very grateful for the 
expeditious scheduling of  this hearing on H.R. 4685, 
the Tule River Indian Reservation Land Trust, Health, 
and Economic Development Act. 
Tule River Indian Tribal Land History 
The Tule River Reservation is the homeland of  the 
Tule River Tribe. We are descendants of  the Yokuts 
Indians, a large group of  linguistically-related people 
who occupied the vast San Joaquin Valley, and most 
of  the adjoining foothills that surround the Valley, in 
California for thousands of  years prior to contact with 
Euroamerican settlers. Historically there were over fif-
ty (50) independent clans of  Yokuts, each with its own 
territory and dialect of  the Yokuts language. These 
clans were friendly to one another and there was much 
visiting between each. We were peaceful hunters and 
gatherers. 
   Mexico ceded California to the United states in 1848 
and also around that time, gold was discovered near 
Sacramento. As a result of  this a huge influx of  settlers 
began to move into our aboriginal territory. California 
became a State in 1950 and as new people began to 
make claims to what had always been our land, there 
were many hostilities between the new settlers and the 
tribes. During this time, the official Indian policy of  
the United States was removal of  east of  the Missis-
sippi, into the unsettled western lands. But with the 
California Indians, there was no more western lands 
to move to. 
   Because of  the continuing tensions between the new 
settlers and Native tribes, three federal Indian com-
missioners visited California and negotiated a series 
of  eighteen (18) treaties with the California Indians. 
The Tule River Tribe's ancestors were signatories to a 
treaty of  peace and 
friendship, formed and concluded at Camp Burton, on 
Paint Creek, in the State of  California, on the third 
day of  June, 1851. 
   By this treaty, we relinquished all the claims to the 
territories that we had and in return were promised 
two (2) reservations that were to be forever held for 
our sole use and occupancy. At the time, what was un-
known to our ancestors was that in June of  1852, the 
United States Senate, meeting in secret session, reject-

Continued on page 15
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ed the treaties and ordered them filed under an injunc-
tion of  secrecy . The treaties were later discovered by 
a clerk 1905. In 1871, Congress ended the treaty-mak-
ing era with Indians. The 18 treaties signed with the 
Indians of  California were never ratified because of  
an overwhelming expression of  anti-Indian sentiment 
by the California delegation. Because of  this, the res-
ervations promised to our people were never created. 
Instead, in March 1853 Congress established a Super-
intendent of  Indian Affairs in California, to relocate 
Indians to reservations, and also provided for the es-
tablishment of  five (5) reservations in California. The 
site of  the first reservation was at the southern end of  
the San Joaquin Valley, near the Tejon Pass area. Our 
ancestors were rounded up and forced to move to the 
Tejon Reservation. 
   Because of  crop failures and the loss of  the land to 
an Indian agent, the Tejon Reservation was eventually 
closed. The Tule River Indian Reservation was estab-
lished in 1856. Initially known as the Tule River Indi-
an Farm, it was set up and administered as part of  the 
Tejon Reservation. During this time, the stated goal 
of  federal Indian policy in California was to establish 
reservations throughout the state as permanent home-
lands for tribes. The reservations were also intended to 
provide tribes with access to traditional hunting terri-
tories and timber in the mountains, land suitable for 
agriculture, and plenty of  water year-round for irriga-
tion. 
   The Tule River Farm was located near a Koyete 
Yokuts village site, on approximately 2,240 acres of  
prime San Joaquin Valley farmland in Tulare Coun-
ty. The land was transected on the southwest corner 
by the mainstream of  the Tule River. It included part 
of  what is today the eastern portion of  the City of  
Porterville. The location of  this original Reservation 
was purposefully selected by the federal government 
to provide our Tribe with the arable land and water 
resources necessary to establish a self-sufficient home-
land for its people. Upon being promised this land as 
our homeland – ostensibly forever – we built homes 
and began to actively cultivate crops. 
   Despite our relative prosperity in those years, two 
of  the federal Indian agents assigned to reservations 
in the area nonetheless saw fit to capitalize upon the 
distance and ignorance of  the Indian officials in Wash-
ington, D.C. Thomas Madden, a federal Indian agent 
assigned to the neighboring Tejon Indian Reservation, 

More of  Mr. McDarment's testimony. applied for and was issued a land patent under fraud-
ulent circumstances to 1,280 acres of  the Tule River 
Reservation land from the State of  California. 
   Four years later under a similar arrangement a land 
patent for 1,160 acres of  Tule River Reservation land 
was issued to Mr. John Benson, another Indian Agent. 
These two state land grants encompassed all of  our 
Reservation lands. The federal government was fully 
aware that these lands were expressly reserved to us, 
but it made no effort to challenge the Madden and 
Benson land grants. Because the lands had been set 
aside for the Tribe, the State of  California, had no le-
gal basis upon which to issue the patents. The land 
transfers were also a violation of  the 
federal Trade and Intercourse Act, which expressly 
prohibited Indian agents from having "any interest or 
concern in any trade with the Indians." Rather than 
setting aside the issuance of  these patents, the feder-
al government actually paid rent to Messrs. Madden 
and Benson for at least a dozen years to enable my 
ancestors to continue farming what was in actuality 
our land. 
   Gradually, over the years, hostility increased between 
the Indian farmers and the settlers in the area. In re-
sponse to the tension, and rather than enforcing our 
rights to what should have been our Reservation land, 
in January 1873, President Grant issued an Executive 
Order creating a new reservation for the Tule River 
Tribe. It was comprised of  mostly mountainous lands 
located about fifteen miles to the east of  our original 
Reservation. The Tule River Indians and the Indian 
agent protested the removal; as the new lands would be 
difficult to cultivate. The Indian agent, J.B Vosburgh, 
stated "The new reservation is not suited to the wants 
of  the Indians for whose benefit it has been set apart, 
if  the intention be, as heretofore, to teach them to be-
come self  supporting by means of  agriculture, the soil 
of  the reservation being insufficient both in quantity 
and quality for their need." He further requested that 
the government inquire into the legality of  Madden 
and Benson land patents and, if  necessary, requested 
the federal government to purchase the property from 
them for the benefit and use of  the Indians. However, 
no such action was taken, and our people were forcibly 
removed from their homes and cultivated fields. 
   The removal was very hard on our people. The new 
Reservation, though it contained 48,000 acres, was de-
termined by the federal agents, based on the knowl-
edge and technology of  the time, to have scarcely 100 

Continued on page 25
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Punt, Pass and Kick Winners
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   Last month's  Punt, Pass and Kick Winners are as 
follows.
In the 6&7 year old division Jose Tapia was the win-
ner. 8&9 year old division saw Gleesin Franco win.
Neh-Ehsh McDarment took the win in the 10&11 year 
old division and 14&15 year old division Jake Hunter 
won.

2016 Mush Ball Champs!

Picture provided by Raina Nieto

Community Meeting
Mark your calendars

For the next
Community Tribal Council

Meeting
Saturday, November 5th at 9 a.m.
At the Tule River Justice CenterAt the Tule River Justice Center

This young guy was enjoying the Book Fair held at 
the Towanits School last month.
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Tule River celebrates California NDN DaysTule River celebrates California NDN Dayss

   Thanks to all who came out to the First Annual Tule 
River California NDN Days.
   A Horse shoe Tournament and Mushball tourna-
ment events were put on to unite our Tribal Members 
and other Tribes. It was a good turnout. Thanks to ev-
eryone that helped and thanks to Johnny Franco and 
Mel Santos for hosting these events.
   “We will C-Ya next year same time & same places!

Pictures provided by Raina Nieto
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More California NDN Days celebration
Pictures provided by Raina Nieto
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Tule River Study Center
Pillar of  Character

Trustworthiness

Santino Gomez is in the 
kindergarten grade and he 
has demonstrated great 
trustworthiness. In class, 
he shares with his friends 
and is very respectful to 
everyone. He is also very 
sweet and polite. Santino 
has great manners and he 
loves to learn new things. 
Santino also enjoys draw-
ing, and being read to. 
Overall, he is a great stu-
dent and I look forward to 
awesome year.
                      Ms. Andrade

For this month’s pillar of  
Trustworthiness, I nomi-
nate Jaime Bravo. Jaime 
is a very reliable and trust-
ing student. He is always 
honest when it comes to 
having homework and 
does not hesitate to ask 
for help. Keep up the great 
work Jaime.          Mr. Jara

I would like to nominate 
Michaela Peyron for trust-
worthiness. She is consis-
tently working and always 
has a great attitude here. 
She is honest with her 
progress and how much 
work she still has to finish. 
Keep it up trustworthi-
ness!                             Mr. C

I have chosen Aliya Gib-
son to represent the pillar 
of  Trustworthiness. Al-
though Aliya is not in my 
class, she stood apart and 
has proved to be an excep-
tional student, demon-
strating trustworthy be-
havior during summer 
school and throughout 
the regular academic year. 
Aliya is very reliable, con-
sistent and stands behind 
what she says; I can al-
ways depend on her to do 
what’s right. I respect her 
kind, straightforwardness 
and reputation of  hones-
ty. I enjoy working with 
Aliya and look forward to 
watching her excel in life. 
Keep reading great books 
and learning Aliya!
                      Ms. Courtney

T l Ri St d C tS

Pauni Quintero was cho-
sen for the Character 
Counts pillar Trustwor-
thiness because she is an 
honest student that can be 
trusted by others around 
her. Pauni is very reliable, 
when she is asked to do 
something she is able to 
get it done on her own 
without needing constant 
reminders. Pauni is a stu-
dent who can work in-
dependently and stay on 
task. She does the right 
thing in each situation 
she comes across. Pauni 
stands out in situations 
where others around 
her in the classroom are 
talking, she keeps to her-
self  when she is not com-
pleted with what needs to 
be done. Pauni demon-
strates a trustworthy stu-
dent daily.

Ms. Kandyce and 
Ms. Sherree

Kylee Magana has been 
chosen “Pillar of  Trust-
worthiness” this month. 
We have selected Kylee, 
because she demonstrates 
traits of  being Trust-
worthy. As soon as she 
arrives to the classroom 
she is prepared to do her 
homework. She is very 
polite and helpful with 
her peers.

Ms. Teo and
Ms. DeLaGarza 
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Towanits School
2016/2017
Calendar

-21-

TTTTTowanits SSSSSchoolllTowanits School using G.O.N.A.
   Towanits School has changed its criteria from Char-
acter Counts to G.O.N.A. the recognition of  Native 
American values - recognizing students of  the month 
at each grade level around Gathering of  Native Amer-
icans. The four core principals of  G.O.N.A are Belong-
ing, Mastery, Interdependence and Generosity. These 
are the four levels of  human growth and responsibility 
that are found in Native cultures. These G.O.N.A prin-
cipals are based on several ideas: 
• Community healing is necessary for substance 

abuse prevention; 
• Healthy traditions in the community are a key to 

effective prevention; 
• The holistic approach to wellness is a traditional 

part of  the Native American belief  systems
• Every community member is of  value in empower-

ing the community.
   Awarding the students in this fashion will bring about 
a better understanding of  self  and community wellbe-
ing along with learning the language and the other cul-
tural activates.
   G.O.N.A. Students of  the month are on page 22.



TOWANITS SCHOOL
G.O.N.A.

Students of  the Month
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I’d have to say my student 
this month is Saquoiah 
Wright. She demonstrates 
all 4 G.O.N.A. compo-
nents: Generosity, Mas-
tery, Interdependence, 
and Belonging. Generos-
ity- Saquoiah is always 
willing to share not only 
materials but her knowl-
edge, as well. Mastery- 
She has mastered every-
thing I have given her to 
do. Interdependence- She 
likes working with class-
mates, but is fine when 
working by herself. Be-
longing- When I asked Sa-
quoiah who she was and 
where she was from she 
said she’s “from the reser-
vation”! Frances Sandoval

How we connect with 
our community deter-
mines our interdepen-
dence. Kevin Franco 
has demonstrated his 
willingness to help his 
peers and the integri-
ty of  his class. When 
he sees an opportuni-
ty that he can assist a 
classmate or improve 
the cleanliness of  our 
classroom, he readi-
ly volunteers. Kevin 
demonstrates his will-
ingness to help make 
his world a better place. 
Thank you, Kevin.
               Ethel Brumley

Audrienne Olsen:  Au-
drienne is being recog-
nized for exhibiting a 
strong sense of  “Be-
longing” – she is a lead-
er and a productive and 
responsible member of  
the Towanits Student 
Community.

Yvette Arias has shown to be a very caring and helpful 
student in our 2nd grade class. Yvette is willing to help 
along other students that may be having trouble under-
standing the tasks. She is very patient and kind with all 
her classmates. Yvette enjoys school and is also a quick 
learner. She is a pleasure to have in our 2nd Grade 
class.                 Ms. Trujillo

I  have chosen Temia 
Acosta for  generosi ty. 
Temia is  kind hear ted 
and is  always wil l ing 
to help others  when 
needed.  Keep up the 
great  work.

Mr. Gonzalez
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SAT Test Dates
  

2016-2017 SAT ®Test Dates
Test Dates* Registration Dates

October 1, 2016 September 1, 2016

November 5, 2016 October 7, 2016

December 3, 2016 November 3, 2016

January 21, 2017 December 21, 2016

March 11, 2017 February 10, 2017

May 6, 2017 April 7, 2017

June 3, 2017 May 9, 2017

*Not all SAT Subject Tests are offered on each test date.

To confirm test dates or to register, visit College Board or call 866-756-7346. Students with special needs 
should call 609-771-7137.

Back to School Night at Towanits School last month

Last month parents and guardians were invited to attend the Back to School Night at Towanits School. This 
gave them to opportunity so talk with teachers and learn what their children are learning!
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acres of  arable land. Even that land was deemed by 
the agents to be of  poor quality, and thought to be able 
to support only six families - far below the needs of  
our people. An Indian agent reported, "Year by year 
our number has decreased by death and removal, until 
now there are only 143 Indians, embraced in 30 dif-
ferent families, residing on the reservation." Our sit-
uation was so dire that, in response, President Grant, 
in October 1873 – just 9 months after the initial Exec-
utive Order – signed another Executive Order almost 
doubling the Reservation’s size to 91,837 acres. Again, 
very little of  these additional lands was deemed by the 
federal agents to be suitable for agriculture, and the 
few acres which were proven arable were coveted or 
settled by settlers, and history repeated itself. In Au-
gust 1878, President Hays issued an Executive Order 
reducing the reservation back to the January 1873 size. 
For approximately 140 years we have lived on the Tule 
River Indian Reservation. 
   The Modern-Day Tule River Indian Reservation 
Today, our current Reservation includes about 58,000 
acres. The reservation is located in south-central Cali-
fornia, approximately 75 miles south of  Fresno and 45 
miles north of  Bakersfield in Tulare County. The Res-
ervation is situated on the western slope of  the Sierra 
Nevada Mountains, east of  Porterville, and lies almost 
entirely within the South Fork Tule River drainage ba-
sin. The topography is generally steep, with elevations 
ranging from about 900 to 7500 feet above sea level. 
Most of  the inhabited land is along the lower reach of  
the South Fork Tule River on the western side of  the 
Reservation. 
   The injustices and inequities of  the past are still pres-
ent and are still affecting our people. We have been 
plagued with unemployment and mortality rates sub-
stantially higher, and a standard of  living substantially 
lower, than is experienced by the surrounding non-In-
dian communities. 
While the on-Reservation socio-economic conditions 
have improved over time, to this day, the Reservation 
residents generally continue to suffer from a relatively 
low standard of  living. 

Conclusion 
In closing, I would ask that my testimony and support-
ing materials be made a part of  the record of  this hear-
ing by unanimous consent. 

And more of  Mr. McDarment's testimony. A celebration for Eileen Yazzie

Last month Eileen Yazzie's co-workers held a baby 
shower in her honor in the Brafford Room.
It was an old fashion potluck and the traditional 
baby shower games were played. It was a great way 
to send Eileen off to have her baby. We cant wait to 
put the baby announcement in the Newsletter and I 
bet Eileen would like it in her too!

5-
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Tuesday Nights

Tule River Indian Tribe of California
340 North Reservation Road
Porterville, CA 93257
559-781-7142

If you are interested in this position, please submit the 
following:

 Completed Application
 Tribal Identifi cation (if applicable)

All requested information must be in the Human Re-
sources offi ce by 5:00PM on the closing date. Incom-
plete applications or failure to submit the requested 
information will result in the disqualifi cation of your 
application.

CLOSES: OPEN UNTIL FILLED

Alcoholism Program Director (TRAP)

Family & Social Services Director

Tribal Administrator

Community Meeting
Mark your calendars

For the next

Community Tribal Council
Meeting

Saturday, November 5th at 9 a.m.

At the Tule River Justice Center
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Huevos Motuleños

This is a  special breakfast when you have a little extra 
time.

October USDA Food
Distribution
559-781-3129

October 25 - Tule River
9:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

October 26, 27 & 28
Tule River Warehouse 
8:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.

& 1:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Ingredient
• 1 cup pinto beans, dry
• 6 cups water
• 8 small corn tortillas
• 1 can (about 15 ounces) low-sodium peas, 

drained
• ½ cup (about 4 ounces) ham, cooked and diced
• 4 egg whites
• 2 teaspoons vegetable oil
• 1 cup fresh tomato salsa 

Directions

1. Soak the pinto beans in 3 cups of water over-
night in the refrigerator. Drain. Boil the beans 
in 3 cups fresh water until they are soft. Drain 
the water and mash the beans into a paste.

2. Preheat oven to 350 degrees F.
3. Place tortillas on a cookie sheet and bake for 1 

to 2 minutes. Remove cookie sheet from oven 
and let tortillas cool.

OOccttoobbeerr 2255 TTuullee RRiivveerr

4. Spoon ¼ cup of mashed beans on each torti-
lla. Drain peas and put ¼ cup of peas on top 
of the beans. Add 2 tablespoons of diced ham 
on top of peas.

5. Bake the tortillas for about 8 minutes.
6. In a mixing bowl, mix egg whites with vege-

table oil.
7. Cook the egg whites in a nonstick pan over 

medium heat until fi rm. Cut the egg into 8 
pieces.

8. Place baked tortillas on a plate. Cover ham 
and mashed beans with a piece of egg.

9. Add 2 tablespoons of salsa on each tortilla, 
and serve

Serves 4
Serving size two tortilla

Calories 352, Total fat 6.5g, Saturated fat 1g,Cho-
lesterol 25mg, Sodium 322mg, Carbohydrate 
50g, Dietary Fiber 12g, Sugars 7g Protein 25g, 
Vitamin A 35% DV Vitamin C 15% DV Calcium 
10% DV, Iron 30% DV, Percent Daily Values are 
based on a 2,000 calorie diet.



Families Living In Sobriety 
MeeƟngs Every Saturday 

Where: Catholic Church 

                               350 N. ReservaƟon Road 

                        Porterville, Ca 93257 

               9:00-11:00 am 

Families Living In Sobri

     9:00 11:00

Come and take the Wellbriety journey to a clean and sober family lifestyle. Talking circles 

for youth and adults. The enƟre family is welcome to come. 

 
THIS IS A FAMILY FORMATION EVENT           Classes to begin July 16, 2016  

                 Held every Saturday ending   

   January 28, 2017 

    

   For more informaƟon contact: 

       Connie Becerra 559-782-8211 Ext 375 

      OVCDC TANF Office 

        Refreshments will be provided 
 
 
 

Snacks and refreshments will 
be provided 
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FFor More Information, Call:  Connie Becerra 559-782-8211 Ext 375 

Rock your Mocs 2016 
Come and join us in learning about Diabetes in our Native community, and 

make your own pair of moccasins!  

Weekly workshops on Thursdays beginning September 8th  

Until Rock Your Mocs Day on November 15, 2016 

Workshops start at 5:30-8:00 pm 

 

Workshops to be held at the  

Tule River OVCDC Office 

168 N. ReservaƟon Road 

Porterville, Ca 93257 

 

 COMING SOON 



Tule River Indian Health

Center Inc.

Clinic Hours

Saturday (Medical only)

8 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Walk-ins 8 a.m. - 12 p.m.

Monday through Friday

8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Closed Sundays

-30-
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Just for fun W A N T E D
O L D  P H O T O S
Share you old photos for the

'Guess Who' game.
If you have old photos you

would like to share.
Just bring them by the

Tribal Offi ce
to be scanned your picture

will be returned to you right then 
and there.

Or email them to me at
Frances.Hammond@tulerivertrib-nsn.gov

If you have any questions please

call Frances at 559-781-4271 ext. 1047

Jusssssttttt fffffor fffun

-

FOR A LITTLE HISTORY
Do you have any old photos you

would like to share?
Do you have some Tule River history you 

would like to share?
Maybe you would like to tell everyone an

interesting story.
If so please give me a call

At 781-4271, ext. 1047
Send me an email at

Frances.Hammond@tulerivertribe-nsn.gov
Or just come

by the Tribal Offi ce
For a visit and a talk

Your community would
love to hear from you!

This picture was taken in 1926(?). On 
the left is Manuel Garner, the little boy 
is Peter Garner and Ramon Espinoza.

This picture was taken in 1917(?) of 
Ramon Espinoza and Peter Garner. We 
want to thank Jesse Franco Montijo for 
sharing pictures of his ancestors.



  

 
 
 
 
 

Mondays & Wednesday  
4:30-6:00pm 

Questions call Personal Trainer/ Recreation Assistant Stevee Moya  782-5554 Ext. 2106 

 

Starting Sept. 7, 2016 
This program is for boys and girls. 

Come out for some hard working fun! 

Meet new friends with the same goal. 

Strength training and cardio training. 

Get Stronger! 

Better reflexes, better skills, better YOU! 

            Get in shape. 

           

    
    rs  
 
 “Being defeated is often a temporary condition.  

Gi i i h k i ”
 

rs

“Beiiiing dddddd fffffffefffffeeeae ted is often aaaaa tememememmemmmporarryryryry condiiittionnnnnnnn. ..
Gi i i h kkkk i ”
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Paquita La Del Barrio to Appear at EMCPPPaquita La DDDDDel Barrio to Appear at EMCP

   There’s something new at Eagle Mountain Casino 
inside the Forest Buffet on Saturdays and Sundays. 
Guests will now be able to enjoy delicious smoked fa-
vorites with the Saturday Dinner Barbeque Buffet and 
unforgettable authentic Mexican cuisine in the all day 
Sunday Mexican Buffet. 
   Saturday’s include the Casinos delicious brunch 
menu from 11am – 3pm for all of  your breakfast crav-
ings. The NEW evening menu boasts BBQ dinner 
options that will surely delight your senses and taste 
buds. Dine in the buffet on Saturdays from 5pm – 9pm 
for $15.99 where you can savor the smoky flavors of  
St. Luis Ribs, BBQ pulled pork, smoked brisket and 
chicken wings. Grilled tri-tip will also be featured at 
the carving station.
   The new Sunday Menu will include charro beans, 
mexican rice, chile colorado, chicken enchiladas, bar-
bacoa, chicken fajitas and more! The carving station 
will also feature a savory Picante Pineapple Pork Loin 
for meat lovers, whose recipe is from an in house cook 
and includes a deliciously tasteful marinade of  pineap-
ple juice, magic blackening seasoning, worcestershire 
sauce and melted butter.
   Treat your taste buds to homemade chile verde pork 
ribs, chicken mole, tilapia with tomato and peppers and 
caldo de pollo, along with some menudo and caldo de 
pollo soups. The homemade Chile Verde pork rib reci-
pe comes from Rosemary, one of  the casinos very own 
cooks and includes an abundance of  flavorful spices 
such as granulated garlic, onion powder, black pepper, 
cumin, onions and crushed red pepper to name a few. 
The Ribs are boiled and slow roasted for 2 hours with 
enchilada sauce, bell peppers, green onion, jalapenos 
and cilantro before being served. 
   “I put a twist on Chile Verde into our ribs for a little 
variation and I am honored to bring the flavors of  my 
culture to Eagle Mountain Casino for all to enjoy.” – 
Rosemary Herrera, Cook. 
   Be one of  the first to try the new menu items that 
will leave you coming back for more every Saturday 
for dinner from 5 p.m. -9 p.m. and every Sunday from 
11 a.m.-7 p.m. at the Peoples Casino.  Other favorites 
such as fried chicken, mashed potatoes, sautéed vege-
tables and rice pilaf  will still be available. 

   Eagle Mountain Casino’s 2016 concert series contin-
ues with Paquita la del Barrio, a popular Mexican sing-
er of  rancheras and other Mexican styles. She and her 
band will appear at Eagle Mountain Casino on Friday 
October 21st at 8 p.m. Tickets are available now and 
start at only $35.
   Francisca Viveros Barradas, better known as ‘Paqui-
ta La Del Barrio’ (rough English translation: "Frannie 
from the neighborhood") is most famous for being a 
bit aggressive against her male counterparts in the in-
dustry. This renowned singer has gained prestige due 
partly to her advocacy against Mexico's sexist male 
culture, which has made her popular especially with 
female audiences. She is known for her common song 
themes of  women empowerment and men bashing; 
her signature phrase, with which she often teases male 
spectators in her shows, is "¿Me estás oyendo, inútil?" 
("Are you listening, good-for-nothing?"). 
   Paquita became a celebrity after she decided to move 
from her native Veracruz to Mexico City in 1970. In 
her live performances she belts out tunes of  pride and 
courage against men, which have seduced followers 
from all around the country. Even when her first re-
cords didn't achieve a top-selling status, Paquita la del 
Barrio became one of  the most interesting local per-
sonalities.
   She won a “Premio Los Nuestro” and a “Premio de 
la Gente” and was nominated for a Grammy in 2008.
   Tickets are available through Eagle Mountain Ca-
sino’s web site (www.eaglemtncasino.com) or the gift 
shop (800)903-3353; $45.00 Reserved, $35.00 General 
admission; doors open at 7 p.m. shows at 8 p.m.



Helping Hands receives
much needed food donation
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Now Serving 
Nathans Hot Dog!

Happy Hours
1 p.m. - 2 p.m.  & 6 p.m. - 7p.m.

Monday-Sunday 7 a.m.-11 p.m.

HHHHelping HHHHHHands receives

Pictured here are Koy Keomanivong, EMC Food & 
Beverage Supervisor, Rachel McDarment EMC PR 
Entertainment Coordinator, Jovi Halstrom,  Help-
ing Hands Kitchen Manager and Renee Garcia, 
EMC Marketing Director.
   Helping Hands of  Porterville humbly received a do-
nation of  turkey, ham and side dishes Friday morning 
from Eagle Mountain Casino. Their good friends at 
KTIP Radio heard of  the dire need for more food in 
the helping hands kitchen and helped Eagle Mountain 
to make a delivery happen within a week.
   Helping Hands of  Porterville, a non-profit food 
kitchen serving men, women and children out of  their 
location at 135 E Olive Avenue In Porterville, has been 
open and serving the community for 29 years. Help-
ings Hands has served more than 1.6 million meals 
with nearly 380,000 volunteer hours. 
   Food donations come in by way of  community and 
business donations. Save Mart delivers a pallet of  
items 2-3 times weekly, Wal-Mart delivers a pallet of  
miscellaneous items once a month and the State Hos-
pital delivers bread and milk 3 times a week. Food link 
also delivers some leftover items from their pantry as 
well. Wal-Mart gives an annual monetary donation in 
the amount of  $2,500 and the local Lutheran Church 
gives $3,000 a year. Those funds along with other mon-
etary donations they receive, goes to keep the lights on 
and food fresh. 
   These accomplishments are a testament to the gener-
osity of  caring private donors, local churches and local 
organizations. One hundred percent of  donations go 
to those in need and the staff  and operations are en-
tirely volunteer.
   Helping Hands serves lunch only from 11:00am – 
12:45pm Monday through Friday and feeds 120 peo-
ple daily and up to 2,900 people monthly. The kitchen 
also serves over 400 children on Christmas and each 
child goes home with a gift. 

   “You don’t know how happy we are that you are able 
to help us and for your generous donation, this means 
a lot.” said Jovi Halsfrom, Helping Hands Kitchen 
Manager and volunteer. 
   “We’ve known about the great work that Helping 
Hands does for our community and we were very sur-
prised to hear of  their challenge. It was a no brainer 
to act quickly and donate to this great organization. 
Eagle Mountain Casino proudly supports our local 
community and appreciates such wonderful organiza-
tions, like Helping Hands.” Matthew Mingrone, Gen-
eral Manager.
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What's going on at the Event Tent?

Player's Club Members receive $5 off per ticket 
when purchased at the Hotel Gift Shop Only.

Tachi Palace entertainment

Dining at Eagle Mountain Casino

Friday, October 21 - PAQUITA LA DEL BAR-
RIO -  Francisca Viveros 
Barradas, better known 
as Paquita La Del Bar-
rio, will be appearing at 
Eagle Mountain Casino 
Friday, 21 of  October – 
General admission $35, 
Reserved $45 – Door 
open 7 p.m. Concert 
starts at 8 p.m.

Thursday, October 20 - JO KOY  - Ticket Prices: 
$30, $40, $70 – All reserved seating – Doors open 
at 6 p.m. – Showtime 7:30 p.m. – In the Bingo Hall

The River Steakhouse

The Forest Buffet

Grizzly’s Food Court

Yokuts Coffee Shop

Thursday, November 3 – TACHI PALACE 
FIGHTS 29 - Ticket On Sale NOW  - Ticket Pric-
es: $35, $45, $65, $125 - All Reserved Seating - 
Doors Open at 5 p.m. - Showtime 6 p.m..

Thursday, November 17 - .38 SPECIAL - Tick-
ets On Sale NOW - Ticket Prices: $35, $50, $75 
- Doors Open at 6 p.m. - Showtime 7:30 p.m.

uts 
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Tule River Tribal Council &
The Human Resources Department

Wish Tule River Employees A Very Happy Birthday

October 18
Domingo Medrano ~ Gaming Commission

October 22
Jorge Rodriguez ~ Gaming Security

October 24
Vivian P. Christman ~ Tribal Council Administration

Orin Rubio ~ Facilities
October 25

Fred Rubio ~ Public Works
David Renegar ~ Telecommunications

October 26
Nathan N. Burtt ~ Facilities

Gregory Malone ~ Towanits School
October 27

Jennifer L. Montoya ~ Land Assignment
Fernando L. Brown ~ Natural Resources

October 28
Peter A. Torres ~ Structure Fire Department

Maribel Garcia ~ Support Services (Study Center)
October 29

Ricky Ince ~ DPS

October 31
Corina Harris ~ Procurement

October 1
Haley D. McDarment ~ Towanits School

October 2
Lewis K. Christman ~ Telecommunications

October 4
Angel Venegas~ Public Works

MichaelHuber ~ DPS
Vance Peyron ~ Natural Resources

October 6
Steven Peyron Jr. ~ Public Works

October 7
Michael W. Carrillo ~ DPS

October 9
George Bacarro ~ Gaming Security

Lester R. Nieto Jr. ~ TRAP
Taylor Mueller ~ WIA

Andrea M. Maldonado ~ Records
October 12

Ryan M. Garfi eld ~ Tribal Council
David Hernandez ~ DPS

Mario T. Abellido ~ Gaming Agency Internal Audit
October 13

Lupe Hernandez ~ McCarthy Ranch
October 14

Zane Santos ~ Wildland Fire Department
October 16

Kenneth C. McDarment III ~ Tribal Council
Duane M. Garfi eld Sr. ~ Tribal Council

Paul Vizcano ~ DPS

Did we miss your birthday? If so, please stop by the Human Resource offi ce to update your information.

Employee Birthdays
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October 18
Daveena A. Alvarado 
Eastyn C.L. Garfi eld 
Nikki J. Gibson 
Domingo J .J. Medrano 
Christopher E. Moreno 
Edward D. Peyron
 October 19
Brhea J. Acosta 
Justin R. Baga 
Lorraine P. McDarment 
Nelda F. Nieto 
Sienna L. Williams
October 20 
Danette G. Carter 
Kaitlynn L. Gibson 
Sarah A. Lewis
October 21
John L. Carothers 
Rosalind M. Pineda 
Lillian K. Rubio 
Liliana K. Santos 
Nah-Kyha M. Yocum
October 22 
Adolfo A. Avila 
Lily I. Garfi eld 
Carrie J. Ibarra 
Jake M Ogden 
Emidio C. Rincon-Facio 
Edwina M. Alvarado 
October 23
Kessin J. Bush 
Brent O. Caldwell 
Wa-Hessit Y. Chumacero 
Kenneth D. Frost 
Tanner C. James 
Owen V Rubio Jr. 
Delaney S. Santos 
October 24
Vivian P. Christman 
Jade A. Garfi eld 
Orin L. Rubio 
Jessica O. Servantes 
Paradise R. Wheeler 

October 1
Haley D. McDarment
Paisley R. Peyron
October 2 
Aissa A. Arriaga
Lewis K. Christman
Ronii D. Santos
Chelsea S. Sestini
Frank Silvas
October 3
Floyd J. Franco Jr.
Marissa M. Gomez
Ashley A. Gotschall
October 4
Thelma J. Anderson
Ira H Garfi eld
Martin L. Martinez Sr.
Tenaya L. Murrietta
Evanee B.B. Peyron
Vance L. Peyron
October 5
Damon T.H. Garfi eld
Rosanna C. Alvarez
Francis I. Brown
Christina M. Hatfi eld
Neil Peyron II
Jose M. Valdez
October 6
Nicholas G. Arriaga
Marian D. Carabay
Jasmine R. Curlin
Shanna D. Dashner
Marcia Estrada
Billy J. Farmer
Evelyn S. Lamotte
Rosalie Lincoln
Angela A. Moreno
Steven M. Peyron Jr.
October 7
Michael W. Carrillo
Lindsay A. Ilar
Estrella S. Lucas
Nakota A. Morris
Salvador A. Rios
October 8
Aleena I. Burtt
Justin B. Carothers
William J. Carrillo Jr.
John M. Devine
Tah-Wun-Nahl C. Gibson
Jacinda M. Hunter
Daniel R. Ramos
October 9
Tionay K. Burrough
Verdo O. Caldwell
Zariah M.L. Christman
Brielle H. Clower
Natasha M. Gonzalez
Taylor A. Mueller
Lester R Nieto Jr.
Alfred G. Peyron

October 10
Eveangela O. Ahmed
Corina F. Parker 
October 11
Adrian D.G. Esquivel 
Todd L. Franco 
Peter E. Martinez III 
Gina D. Pizano 
October 12
Kendra R. Allen 
Ryan M. Garfi eld 
David A. Hernandez Jr. 
October 13
Vincent M. Burrough Sr. 
Lupe Hernandez 
Tommy A Jaquez 
Michael O. Manuel 
John A. Moreno
October 14 
Carmelita Bertoldo 
Cecelia A. Christman 
Cole L. Kambick 
Jole C. Kambick 
Gabriella S. Oebel 
Shane Santos 
Zane Santos 
October 15
Tatiana D. DeSoto 
Billy J. Farmer Jr. 
John W. Franco 
Duma K. Garfi eld 
Michael A. Munoz Jr. 
Zaviah L.W. Parker 
October 16 
Xoyatinits S. Bella-Lara 
Bernard P. Brown 
Christopher D. Carabay 
Jeremie J. Facio
Jessica L. Facio 
Katrina Y. Franco 
Duane M. Garfi eld Sr. 
Amy L. McDarment 
Kenneth C. McDarment III 
Leon Serna Jr. 
Deanna M. Vassar 

October 25
Gabriel A. Carrillo 
Francine M. Flores 
Zebariah J. Franco 
Priscilla R. Santos 
Fred M. Rubio Jr. 
Vance A. Vega 
Secret J. Wheeler 
October 26
Nathan N. Burtt 
Joel T. Carothers 
Jacqueline K. Duncan 
Richard Flores Sr. 
Michael E. Franco 
Quinton T. Guerrero
October 27 
Sybil E. Avalos 
Kristopher M. Bays 
Fernando L. Brown 
Cody J. Hernandez 
Alonzo S. McDarment 
Jennifer L. Montoya
October 28 
Dinah Gonzales 
Mark A. Moreno 
Audrey J. Santos 
Naomi J.L. Vega
October 29 
Antonio L. Franco 
Robert J. Martinez
Natasha L. Mccog
October 30
Simon T. Bracamontes III 
Susanna M. Brown 
Thunder D. Christman 
Delia M. Gamez 
William J. Garfi eld 
Renee A. Hunter 
Todd A. McDarment
Bobby P. Sierra 
October 31

Corina R.J. Harris
Braze M. Farmer 
Chris E. Garfi eld
Madison J. Hunter 
Brian Lara 
Tatjana M. Vega
Tianna S. Vega

Tule River Tribal Council
Wishes all a Very Happy Birthday

& Happy Halloween too!

October Birthdays

M. Vega
Vega
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MMondays & Wednesdays  

10am-11am 

Questions call the Trainer in Training/ Recreation Assistant: 

 Irene Prado 782-5554 ext. 2112  

People of all fitness levels are welcome. 

Improve your balance & flexibility. 

Come out and meet new people. 

Relieve stress 

Have FUN! 

“You are one class 
away from a good 

mood” 

 

Mondays, Wednesdays   11:00am-12:00pm 
Tuesdays & Thursdays    10:00am-12:00pm 

 

“Pain is weakness leaving the body”-unknown 
 

People of all fitness levels are welcome. 

Improve your balance and self esteem. 

Meet new friends that share the same goal. 

Maintain a healthy lifestyle 

Be fit, and be committed! 

 
Lose Weight 

Gain Muscle 

FEEL BETTER! 

 
 
 Questions call Trainer in Training/ Recreation Assistant:  Irene Prado 782-5554 ext. 2112 

With Irene 



The Tule River Newsletter is Published the fi rst week of every month at the Tule River Tribal Offi ce. Deadline for the 
Newsletter is the 25th of every month for the following month’s newsletter. Submissions may be made by dropping them off 
at the Tribal Offi ce, calling Frances Hammond at (559) 781-4271 ext. 1047, fax (559) 781-4610 or by e-mail at frances.
hammond@tulerivertribe-nsn.gov.  The Tule River Newsletter is now available on line at www.tulerivertribe-nsn.gov.

CASINO
CHILD CARE
ED. CENTER 
ELDERS
FIRE DEPT.
LANGUAGE DEPARTMENT
GAMING COMM.
GAMING SECURITY
GENERAL COUNCIL
NAT. RESOURCES
MAINTENANCE SHOP 
PTRVL STUDY CENTER
PUBLIC WORKS
SOCIAL SERVICES

TANF-PRTVL
TANF-TULE
TRAP
TRAP LODGE
TRIBAL POLICE
TULE RIVER GYM
TULE HEALTH
TULE HOUSING
USDA
WAREHOUSE
WATER PLANT
WIA
TELECOMMUNICATIONS
ENVIRONMENTAL/FORESTER
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Tule River Tribal Council
340 N. Reservation Rd.
Porterville, CA  93257

788-6220
781-2519
784-6135
853-6153
784-1590
789-9013
781-3292
788-6230
853-6058
791-2126
784-5729
781-1761
783-9594
853-6057

791-9271
782-8211
781-8797
781-0636
791-2123
782-5554
784-2316
784-3155
781-3128
788-2902
781-8532
853-6054
783-9537
783-8892

AFTER HOURS EMERGENCY WATER SERVICES CALL 791-2123

LABEL HERE
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