
Volume 5 Issue  7 July 2013

Tule River NewsletterTule River Newsletter

In This Issue 
Justice Center                  2
Plant construction           3
Youth Gathering             4
Youth Pow-wow                6
Congratulations                 8
New royalty                       9
T-Ball awards                 10
Eagle Feather news        11
A day of fi shing                     12
Little grads                      14
CIBA                                15
Health Fair                      16
Incentives                        18
High-Speed Train           21
Rodeo Time                     22
Forest news                     28
A little History                34
Hard core 'Confl ict'       42
Birthday Calendar         46
Events Calendar             47
 

Tule River
Tribal Council

Chairman
Neil Peyron
Vice-Chair

Amy L. McDarment
Treasurer

Kenneth McDarment
Secretary

Nancy McDarment
Members

Duane M. Garfi eld Sr.
James Diaz

Kevin M. Bonds
Aaron Franco Sr.
Yolanda Gibson

Operating the golden shovels from the left are CFO Froilan Sarmiento, Council 
Member Kenneth McDarment, Council Member Aaron Franco, Council Chair-
man Neil Peyron, Council Member Duane Garfi eld, Joey Garfi eld, Tribal Admin-
istrator Victor Silvas Jr. and Dave Nenna.                                     Continued on page 2

Youth Gathering and Pow-wow well attended

The Grand Entry at the Tule River Youth Pow-wow last month, part of a two day 
cultural celebration.                                       Gathering Story on page 4 Pow-wow on page 6

Tule River breaks ground for new Justice Center
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Tribal Members and employees break ground with 
Chairman Neil Peyron.

Tule River Tribal Council as well as and dignitaries from 
the City of Porterville, Visalia, Tulare County and As-
semblywoman Connie Conway’s’ Offi ce gathered Friday, 
June 14th to break ground for the new Tule River Justice 
Center.
Joey Garfi eld offi cially started the festivities with a bless-
ing and Neil Peyron, Council Chairman welcomed all in 
attendance. 
Ted Foor, Area Manager for Clark and Sullivan, the proj-
ect’s Contractor, has begun moving equipment onto the 
site on South Reservation Road and construction is to be-
gin this month. It is expected to be completed sometime 
in September of 2014. Total cost is estimated at $16.2 
million coming from grant monies and matching funds 
from the Tribe. Mr. Foor said that the company will have 
as many as 60 workers at the high point of construction 
and intends to hire local workers.
According to the Porterville Recorder, “The two-story, 
43,600-square-foot building will be a comprehensive 
Tribal Justice Center with two tribal courtrooms and will 
allow for the consolidation of the tribal social services 
agencies, justice services and rehabilitation services."
The Tribe has the ability to utilize a circuit court judge, 
establish ordinances and have its own law enforcement. 
The court will be mostly used for civil cases. Criminal 
cases will still be handled through the state courts system.
The purpose of the proposed justice center is to establish 
a coordinated location to provide probation services, sub-
stance abuse and mental health screening assessments, 
treatment services, employment assistance, family reuni-
fi cation and referrals, among other services.
Porterville Mayor Virginia Gurrola called the building an-
other “jewel” for Tulare County. “The Tule River should 
be very proud,” she said.
Once open, the Justice Center should employ several trib-
al members, making it another economic development for 
the tribe, said Dan Hackey, Public Relations spokesman.

Not everyone was pleased with the ground breaking. Sev-
eral members of a family gathered just off the site and 
met people with protest signs, saying it was their family’s 
land and that they opposed the project.
However, documents in the Tribes possession indicate 
that the land had been given to Clifford Silvas in 1957 
and it is Mr. Silvas who made the land available for the 
justice center.
It was very unfortunate in deed that they took this day to 
make their protest.

TULE RIVER TRIBAL COUNCIL
TULE RIVER INDIAN RESERVATION

Information Wanted

6/2/2013

There has been a vandalism re-
port on Tribal equipment located 
on the Justice Center Site. The 
Tribe is offering a $1,000 reward.

You can notify DPS with names; however the reward will 
be paid on conviction only.

Should it be determined that a minor is responsible they 
will be referred to the Prevention Program and costs for 
vandalism replacement will be deducted from the guard-
ian or parent’s distribution.

James Diaz
Tule River Tribal Council

Information Wanted
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Tribe gets OK to start plant construction
Facility will take homes off of septic tanks

Oops! I did it again!
Yes, there were a few 
mistakes in the News-
letter last month that 
must be apologized 
for. First a deep apol-
ogy to Jamie Garcia 
for not noticing that 
the Grand Marshal had 
changed for the Me-

morial Day Parade. Mr. Garcia was honored as the Grand 
Marshal not Nick Encinas who I also extend an apology 
to for this error.
There were a few Typos in the Lawrence Garfi eld Story, 
“The Floods Remembered” and you can read the correct-
ed version on the Tribal web-site at www.tulerivertribe-
nsn.gov under the News section in the June Newsletter. 
I hope that Lawrence and Andy Garfi eld will accept my 
heartfelt apology.
One more very important apology must be made to Daisy 
Villareal and her husband Richard. Daisy did not gradu-
ate in May; she was awarded Nurse of the Year by Sierra 
View District Hospital, so congrats were due, but for a 
very different achievement.
I am very sorry for these errors and hope apologies have 
been accepted and I thank you for keeping me on my toes.

By Rick Elkins, First published on line at www.portervillerecord-
eronline on June 26th 
More than two years since ground was broken, the Tule 
River Indian tribe will fi nally be able to begin construction 
on its wastewater treatment plant.
Tuesday, Tulare County Supervisors waived a condition 
put into the special use permit that was the last sticking 
point to the construction permit being approved.
The tribe can now begin work on the $4.3 million plant 
that will allow many of the more than 200 home sites on 
the reservation to hook up to a new sewer line and abandon 
outdated septic systems. The pipeline connecting the resi-
dences to the plant was installed two years ago.
Ray Beach, speaking on behalf of the tribe, said the ap-
proval was needed in order for the tribe to begin work and 
utilize the funds awarded it in 2009. He said the funds 
would run out next year if work was not begun.
He assured supervisors the plant, which will be built just 
outside the western edge of the Reservation off of Reser-
vation Road, will not service Eagle Mountain Casino. He 
said by law it cannot connect to the casino.
“It will only serve reservation’s existing and proposed 
housing,” said Beach, who dropped the tribe’s appeal of 
that condition.
The second condition asked the tribe to give up its sover-
eignty should anything go wrong, but in the end the super-
visors agreed that was not that a major point and waived it.
Beach said the tribe will need the approval of the state 
Water Quality Control Board and that should satisfy the 
county that it will meet all water quality standards.
The tribe had already agreed to many environmental stipu-
lations, including installing 58 underground water moni-
toring wells and other measures to protect the environment.
The tribe has also initiated proceedings to bring 876 acres, 
which includes the land for the treatment plant, into the 
tribal trust. That action, if approved by the Bureau of Indi-
an Affairs, would allow the tribe sovereignty over the land 
and to also begin work on the plant without the need for 
county approval.
Beach explained that approximately 30 percent of the sep-
tic systems of homes on the reservation are failing and 
those would be given fi rst priority to hook up to the new 
system. Because the wastewater treatment plant will be 
built in phases, not all of the more than 280 homes on the 
reservation will be connected initially.
“Eighty-four to 85 units will be put on line,” said Beach.
Total cost of the project, including the pipeline, is more 
than $11 million. The EPA is using American Recovery 
and Reinvestment Act project funds to cover most of the 
cost. The California Indian Health Service kicked in an ad-
ditional $1.8 million.

The Tule River Tribal Admin-
istration Department would 

like to inform you all that if 
you are planning on reserv-

ing facilities and/or security 
for special personal events 

that it must be done thir-
ty (30) days in advance of 

your event. Requests must 
be made in writing on forms 

available at the applicable 
department.         Thank you

Public Notice!!
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Tule River Youth Gathering

Ludrie Gonzales had her baskets on display at the 
gathering.

Zona Franco honored Wukchumni Elder Marie Wilcox 
for all her knowledge and help during the past years.

Youngsters were able to decorate whistles and hair 
ties.

Kat Nieto gets some help while weaving a yarn belt.

Last month the Tule River Prevention Team hosted the 
Annual Tule River Youth Gathering and Pow-wow.
On Saturday, June 1st, the Tule River Native Veterans 
Post 1987 posted the colors and Rhoda Hunter said the 
blessing to kick start the Gathering event. Zona Franco 
honored Wukchumni Elder, Marie Wilcox for all her 
knowledge and help in instruction for so many years.
Monty Williams gave a short speech about thanking the 
Creator for being able to dance and encouraged the young 
people to dance for Him not for the money.
Dr. Art Martinez talked about Native traditions and the 
beginning of Pow-wow.
Attendees broke up to partake of all that was being of-
fered that day. Mr. Williams and Dr. Martinez gave train-
ing sessions on MC’ing, Arena Directing and Head Judg-

ing for those young ones interested in the workings of the 
Pow-wow.
Many cultural activities were available for one to try. 
Jennifer Malone offered instruction in Pine Needle Bas-
ketweaving while Linda Peterson manned a table for 
Willow Basketweaving. Carrie Franco taught Yarn Belt 
Weaving and Heidi and Rene Jaramillo were available 
for decorating Whistles and making Hair Ties. Outside 
one could make Gourd Rattles with Debby Rising or Lalo 
Franco. Also Gary Pickett was on hand to instruct in Flint 
Knapping and Lahoci Franco instructed in Soap Stone 
Carving.
Later all were transported to Painted Rock for the Great 
Tule Duck Race. Ms. Peterson had the kids making ducks 
for weeks and the Tule Ducks were launched and the race 



Route 9 Schedule

Pow-wow Continued on page 6
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Dancing demonstrations by the Yokuts above and the 
Me-wuks below.

The Tule Duck race winner with her sister and father.

Shawn Gonzales helps Haley McDarment with her 
weaving making a willow basket.

was on. A delicious Bar-B-Que was provided after the 
race and many went swimming.
Back at the Gym There was cultural dancing and singing 
provided by the Yokuts and Me-wuks. All were invited 
to join in.
It was a day fi lled with learning and fellowship.

More on the Tule River Youth Gathering
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Little Tiny Tot Girls.

Continued on page 7

Sunday, June 2nd, was the Youth Pow-wow. Head Gourd 
Dancer Herschel Kaulaity with the help of Leonard Man-
uel Sr., and many others blessed the dancing arena. Once 
again the Tule River Native Veterans posted the colors 
followed by the grand entry.
It was a very traditional Pow-wow with specials, give-a-
ways, dancing and drum competitions. Monty Williams, 
MC, kept the audience informed of all that was happen-
ing and Johnny Nieto kept all in order as the Arena Di-
rector. Art Martinez was the Head Judge. Head staff all 
preformed their duties to the fullest. Head Tiny Tot Boy, 
Adrian Thunder Garcia and Head Tiny Tot Girl Serafi nah 
Gibson-Nieto were so cute and did their duty. Ba’ac Gar-
cia and Ell-Ow McDarment, Head Junior Boy and Girl 
also did a fi ne job. Head Girl Natasha Franco and Head 
Boy Joseph Perdiguerra lead the Two-Step divinely and 

all that participated in the Potato Dance had a great time.
Receiving second in the Tiny Tot Boy category was Do-
navon Buckskin-Bell and taking fi rst was Kagan Davis. 
Alaura Franco received third in the Tiny Tot Girls with 
Molia Castaneda second and taking home fi rst was Ka-
laya Deron.
Junior Girls Fancy Dance saw Norissa Franco get third 

place, Lily Baga second and Jesenia Martinez received 
fi rst place.
Samirah Gibson-Nieto received third in the Junior Girls 
Jingle Dance with Shania Jaramillo taking second and 
fi rst went to Rebecca Manuel.
Receiving fi rst place in the Junior Girls Traditional Dance 
was Imani Tovar.
Ziah Acosta was second in the Junior Boys Fancy Dance 
and Neh-Ehsh McDarment was fi rst.
Junior Boys Grass Dance saw Syler Lenares take third 
place, Nicholas Villareal second and Ricky Garcia First.
In the Junior Boys Traditional Dance contest Asencio 
Garcia was third, second place went to Marcus Franco 
and Jonathan Derdiguera was fi rst.
We saw Poyomi McDarment take third place in the Teen 

Junior boys dancing away.

Everyone joined in for the Two-Step

Junior Girls Fancy Shawl.
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More Tule River Youth Pow-wow

Girls Fancy Dance with Weliyah Baga taking second 
place and fi rst place went to Domonique DeAndra.
Natalie DeAndra received second place in the Teen Girls 
Jingle Dance and Grace Baga fi rst place.
Amelia Rodriguez took home fi rst place in the Teen Girls 
Traditional Dance.
Ooh-Shook McDarment was fi rst in the Teen Boys Fancy 
Dance.
Teen Boys Grass Dance third place winner was William 

Snow III, Robert Solis was the second place winner and 
receiving fi rst place was Ashkii Kadenehii.
Thomas Boone was third in the Teen boys Traditional 
Dance with Thomas Baga second and Nickolas Garfi eld 
fi rst.
Nanabah Kadenehii received third place in the hand drum 
contest, Ba’ac Garcia second and Ashkii Kadenehii fi rst 
place.
The weekend was a great success and all had a great time 
learning, fellowshipping, singing and dancing.

Here the young learn from the older boys.

As well as the younger girls learning from the older 
ones.

Not only is the Potato Dance fun to do it's fun to watch!

Champion Hoop Dancer Nanubah Kadenehii.
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Congratulations Autumn Burtt

Congratulations Natasha Williams (Gonzalez)

Here is Autumn and her father Patrick Burtt at Au-
tumn's Graduation. Congratulations are due to Au-
tumn upon her graduation from Haskell All Indian 
College with a BA in Physical Education. She played 
basketball on an inter collegian scholarship in 2010 
and 2011 and is planning on attending the University 
of Kansas for her Master’s degree in Physical Educa-
tion specializing in Sports Management. I would like to thank the Tule River Indian Higher 

Education Program for their support and guidance in 
helping me through a long journey to fi nish my edu-
cation.  It has always been a dream of mine to go to 
college and become a Teacher and helping students 
in any way I can. With the help of Ron Carrillo and 
the other staff they have made this possible.  A special 
thanks to my dad for pushing me to continue my edu-
cation and to not give up. I am very grateful for the 
Tule River Tribal Council and the Higher Education 
Department for their guidance and being able to re-
ceive my Masters Degree in Education.  

Natasha Williams (Gonzalez)

Congratulations Maryrose Barrios

Maryrose Barrios graduated from UC Berkeley with 
a degree in Physics last month and is planning on at-
tending Harvard this fall. Ms. Barrios and her family 
wish to express how grateful they are for the monetary 
support received from the Tule River Tribal Council 
and The Tule River Education Program that allowed 
Ms. Barrios the opportunity to pursue her higher ed-
ucation. “We are truly blessed in so many ways and 
thankful as well,” said Fidlea Barrios
The Tule River Tribal Council and the community 
congratulate you, Maryrose Barrios and wish you 
great success in your future endeavors. 

Congratulations Tiffany Byars
The family of Tiffany Byars wishes to congratulate Ms. 
Byars on obtaining her G.E.D.
“The whole family is so proud of you,” said her Aunt 
Judy.  The Tule River Community is proud as well. Great 
job Tiffany!
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Congratulations Brandon Garfi eld

Yes, Rebecca Manuel has been crowned Table Mountain 
Junior Pow-wow Princess. When asked why she said, “I 
really like that Pow-wow and I knew I would be a great 
Princess.” No doubt she will make a great princess as she 
has been dancing since she was 1 year old and even be-
fore as her mother would carry her as a baby. Rebecca is 
a Southern Traditional Dancer, is a fi fth grader at Citrus 
South Tule and is very active in sports.
She would like to thank all who supported her by buying 
tickets especially the Native Veterans Post 1987.
Her future plans representing Table Mountain is to attend 
Cherokee Days in Oklahoma and of course you will see 
her at the Tule River Pow-wow in September.

Brandon Garfi eld shows off his new laptop with Coun-
cil Members in the back Duane Garfi eld, Kenneth 
McDarment, Yolanda Gibson, Nancy McDarment 
and James Diaz. In front is Aunt Melanie Garfi eld, 
Neil Peyron, Brandon Garfi eld and his Dad Barney 
Garfi eld.

Matt Moody, a wood carver from Northern California, 
was showing his wares at the Rodeo last month. Tribal 
Council showed an interest in this beautiful eagle and 
purchased it.
Mr. Moody conducts a chainsaw carving class for Bai-
ley’s in Woodland CA. There is talk that the eagle may be 
placed at the new Justice Center.

Tribe acquires beautiful eagle

Last month Brandon Garfi eld was honored by Tribal 
Council when they presented him with a brand new HP 
Laptop. Brandon was the highest achiever in the State ef-
fi ciency test out of all Tribal Members and Descendents. 
It is rumored that Brandon will be heading to Colorado to 
attend school in the fall. Congratulations to you Brandon 
and best wishes on your future dreams. You have a good 
start.

Tule River Indian Study Center Applications
For the 2013/2014 school year begin Mon-
day, July 1st. You can pick up an application 
at the Study Center or at the Towanits Edu-
cation Center. The Tule River Indian Study 
Center is open to Tule River Tribal members 
and fi rst generation descendants only. Ser-
vices are provided Monday through Friday. 
Transportation is limited and is scheduled on 
a fi rst come fi rst serve basis.
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This is the number one T-Ball team this year, the Giants

Tule River T-Ball celebrates end of  season

T-Ball celebrated the end of their season with a pizza par-
ty and cake in the park last month.
Coach of the Giants and number one team this year, 
Melanie Santos thanked her assistant Coach Dakota Bell 
awarding him with a very nice gift basket. Coach San-
tos presented team players Johnny Franco, Josias Bell, 
Jeanise Bell, Kevin Franco, Ela Franco, Jacob Sierra and 
Jaden Hoffman with certifi cates of participation. Other 
team members Troy Garcia, Imani Manuel, Cedar Farm-
er, Serafi ah Gibson-Nieto, Samirah Gibson-Nieto, Mon-
ika Izabell-Martinez and Shayna Santos received certifi -
cates as well.

Here are the Dodgers that attended the end of the year 
party.

Richard McDarment coached the Dodgers this year and 
thanked all the players and parents for their support. Re-
ceiving the certifi cates were Richard McDarment, Ava 
Moisa, Teyanna Stone, Aaliyah Renteria, Alec Bays, 
Juan Tovar, Aliyah Martinez and Theyhoo Manuel. Also 
receiving the certifi cates were Mya Camarena, Kashyia 
Castaneda, Leila Meier, Nevaeh Montoya, Isais Pena, 
Saber Ewquivel and Edward Montoya. Coach McDar-
ment also thanked his Assistant Coach Heath Moisa, both 
coaches were honored with gift baskets.

Look out Cleveland here are your next Indians!
Coach Brittany Franco was assisted by Greg Franco and 
received gift baskets also. Coach Franco awarded Glee-
sin Franco, Anthony Calderon, Ivan Wyatt, Noah O’Neal, 
Kessin Bush, Franky Guerra and Donaven Buckskin with 
certifi cates of participation. She also presented certifi -
cates to Addison Forner, Brodrick Gomez, Thomas Coro-
na, Lorenzo Janoko, Isaiah Regalado and Shy-lee Peters.
Then it was off to the playground for the little sluggers 
for an evening of play.
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What's happening at Eagle Feather? Girls celebrate end of  season

Shelby Rubio, Julia Hunter, Mercedes Thomas, An-
gela Eugene, Michela Peyron and Kea Garfi eld were 
the softball players on hand with their coach, Brent 
Moody at the end of season celebration last month.
Last month the Tule River Softball Team, Tule River 
Lady Yokuts, met at Giovanni’s Pizzeria for an end of 
season party and awards night. Coach Brent Moody pre-
sented certifi cates of participation to team members Kea 
Garfi eld, Analiyah Vasquez, Teela Hunter, Rebecca Man-
uel, Julia Hunter, Trinity Gibson and Teanna Ceballos. 
Also on the team and receiving certifi cates were Brianna 
Ceballos, Mercedes Thomas, Tehya Thomas, Jenelle Ca-
marena, Michaela Peyron, Angela Eugene and Shelby 
Rubio. Coach Moody received a great gift basket from 
Melanie Santos in appreciation of his volunteering as the 
girl’s coach.  The girls were treated to some tasty pizza 
and tokens to play the many games the establishment has 
to offer.

Community Meeting
Mark your calendars for

Saturday,  August 3rd 9 a.m.

Tule River Gym.

All Community members

 are invited to attend.

Come out and

voice your opinion.

Know what the issues are.

Hear what your neighbors have to say.

Eagle Feather Trading Post would like to announce the 
July “Employee of the Month” none other than Ms. Mel-
anie Garcia.
Melanie has just passed her probationary period and is 
now a full time employee at the Trading Post. She has 
never missed a day of work in the last four months de-
spite that she is also employed full time at Food for Less 
and a wife and the mother of six children.
“She is outstanding in customer relations and is very well 
liked by her fellow employees,” said John Focke, store 
Manager.
“I really like the customers,” Melanie said when asked 
what she liked best at her job. “I also work with some re-
ally nice people. It makes the job fun.”
Melanie received a $25 gas card as her reward for being 
named “Employee of the Month.”

So what is new at
Eagle Feather Trading Post?

It is now open 24 hours a day!



I met Ruby in 1972, when I was 24 years old and came 
to the reservation from Los Angeles as a student, at the 
request of the Tribal Council, to record oral histories of 
elders. Ruby was in her prime. She was lively, friendly, 
good looking--with those mischievous eyes, ready smile, 
and sweep of dark hair and curly bangs--and a wonderful 
storyteller who could turn a phrase to make you spin with 
delight. 
As I got to know her over many years of visits back to 
Tule River, my affection and appreciation for Ruby only 
deepened. I’ve known few people as open to life as Ruby. 
She seemed to have an inner confi dence that I think was 
a gift and inheritance from Annie Emeterio Garfi eld, her 
“Grandma” who raised her. At the time I met her, Ruby 
had separated from her husband, a race car driver, her 
children were growing up, and she had become licensed 
to drive a semi. This freedom was purchased with a cer-
tain amount of disillusionment and pain, but Ruby had a 
ferocious optimism, laced with humor. And she had the 
example of her Grandma, Annie Emeterio, who Ruby 
always described proudly (and accurately) as one of the 
leading cattle ranchers on the reservation in her day.
The Number 1 hit song nationally by late 1972 was the 
Australian singer Helen Reddy’s feminist anthem, “I am 
Woman.” The song had been released in May, and by 
June, when I arrived at Tule River in my blue VW bug, 
it had climbed its way into the Top 100. The verse could 
be heard coming out of speakers of cars heading up and 
down the reservation road, because all the stations played 
it, even in country music-loving Porterville. This was a 
song that spoke to every woman, everywhere. It certainly 
described Ruby Bays:

Continued on page 13
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Kevin Bonds, Alvin Peyron and Loren Lenares were 
the big winners at the Father's Day Fishing Tourna-
ment.

Words from Gelya Frank on Ruby Bays

Joey Garfi eld claims he caught the smallest fi sh!

Fishing for Dad's only!

Dads gathered at the Painted Rocks on Father’s Day for a 
very special fi shing day just for them facilited by the Tule 
River Events Committee. The Committee outdid them-
selves with this event.
Dads were treated to a day of fi shing without the kids 
and wives. Each dad received gift bags with hats, fi shing 
poles and fi shing supplies.
Alvin Peyron cought the bigest fi sh thaking home $150 
with Loren Lenares bagging the second bigest fi sh and 
pocketing $100. No one cought the third tigged fi sh and 
a raffl e was held. The lucky ticket belonged to Kevin 
Bonds who took home $50.
Ray fl ores said, “It was a cool day because I got to hang-
out with people who I usully just say hi to in passing, be-
cause we are all busy and don’t get to hangout together.”
He thinks that he should have won a prize for catching 
1/2 a fi sh. He hooked one and when he realled it in the 
fi sh had also be hooked by Mike Carrillo giving them 
each 1/2 a fi sh!
Ryan Garfi eld hooked one and lost his spinner, but…
Mitch Garfi eld caught a fi sh with Ryan’s spinner attached, 
the spinner was returned to Ryan. 
All the Dads had a great day ending with lots of raffl e 
prizes and a great Ti-tip dinner provided by Al and Con-
nie Dulay.
It was a fun and relaxing day for all.
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a snapshot with her husband, Lawrence Garfi eld, a picture 
contributed by a tribal member to the Tule River Tribal 
Photo Archive in 2004. Annie is wearing a brimmed cow-
boy hat, wire-rimmed eyeglasses, and a huge six-shooter 
in a holster on her hip. “You wrote that Grandma became 
a prominent cattle rancher after Lawrence died,” Ruby 
said. “But that’s not the way it happened.” Ruby went on 
to explain: “She was the one who had the cattle. That’s 
why Lawrence Garfi eld married her!”

Oh yes, I am wise
But its wisdom born of pain

Yes, I've paid the price
But look how much I gained

If I have to, I can do anything
I am strong

I am invincible
I am woman

 Ruby’s passing is a time for mourning. A very small por-
tion of Ruby’s important cultural legacy remains an audio 
interview and transcript from 2004, as well as other mate-
rials in the Tule River Tribal History Project Archive. The 
Tribal Council has the original copies of these materials, 
and a copy for public use will soon be housed with my 
professional papers at the University of Southern Cali-
fornia, in the Doheny Library, Special Collections. Ruby 
contributed so much to the Tribe and, speaking person-
ally, joyfully enriched my knowledge and experience. I 
can only hope that some small essence of her spirit or 
example has rubbed off and will live on in each of us who 
knew her.

Gelya Frank
June 1, 2013

The Family would like to
thank all for their prayers,

help and support during our
time of need and sorrow.

The Family of Ruby Bays

I am woman, hear me roar
In numbers too big to ignore

And I know too much to go back an' pretend
'Cause I've heard it all before

And I've been down there on the fl oor
No one's ever gonna keep me down again

Like Annie Emeterio, Ruby was a brilliant, tough, inde-
pendent and adventurous—a cosmopolitan California In-
dian woman who could succeed in any environment. She 
was at ease and at home among the Yokuts speakers and 
ceremonialists at Tule River. But she could hold her own, 
equally, in the white-dominated interstate trucking indus-
try. She was sought after as an articulate representative 
of the Tule River Tribe and Yokuts culture, as a respected 
member of California’s intertribal networks. She not only 
could talk about, but she knew how to survive in the wil-
derness using Native foods and medicines. I don’t believe 
anything could hold Ruby down, or hold her down for 
long.
I would like to share two memories that convey some-
thing of Ruby’s zest for life, her positive attitude, and 
her forward-looking spirit. First, Ruby was part of an 
informal conversation, when we were working on the 
Tule River Tribal History Project, in summer 2004, when 
someone mentioned having visited the Santa Barbara 
Mission. As a non-Indian, with a sympathetic Jewish 
perspective of tragedy and outrage at the history of the 
California missions, I said that the missions reminded me 
of Nazi concentration camps. Ruby commented: “Have 
you ever seen the herb garden they have there, near the 
entrance? When I visited the Mission, I went ahead and 
picked some.” She laughed. “And they’re still growing in 
my yard.”
My other memory is more recent, from just a few months 
ago, in January, and concerns a comment Ruby made 
regarding Defying the Odds: The Tule River Tribe’s 
Struggle for Sovereignty in Three Centuries, the book I 
authored with legal scholar Carole Goldberg. I had been 
visiting Porterville to attend the funeral of tribal elder 
Louise Williams and was invited to come to a meeting of 
the Tribal Elders. There someone came up with the idea 
that the Tribal Council should commission Ruby to trans-
late Defying the Odds into the Yowlumne language. So a 
friend and I decided to follow up with a visit to Ruby at 
her home, the new one perched high on Cow Mountain. 
We found Ruby recovering from a cold, but not too sick 
to welcome us warmly, or to point out the geraniums she 
was tending and her spectacular view of the reservation 
and beyond. 
 “You got one thing wrong about Grandma,” Ruby said, 
laughing, and not at all unkindly. I saw, in my mind’s eye, 
the image of the young Annie Emeterio, standing still for 
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Tule River's Future

The Class of 2013 marches to the stage accompanied 
by the Blood River Singers.

Services every Sunday/Sunday School 10 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Services 6:30 p.m.
Sunday School for all children and transporta-
tion available for everyone!

190 N. Reservation Rd.
Pastors: Roxanne and Nathan Burtt

We take prayer requests 24 hours a day - you 
may call and leave a message at the church 
788-2060 or 560-7671, or you may drop off 
your prayer request at the church in the prayer 
request mail box in front.

God Bless You All!

Church on the Hill

Tule River Child Care Class of 2013

Last month the Tule River 
Child Care held graduating 
ceremonies for the class of 
2013 with a Luau theme. 
The stage was decorated 
with bright colors, bal-
loons and self-portraits of 
the graduates.  Tables were 
covered with bright color-
ful table clothes, fl oral ar-
rangements and candy.
Jason Porter, Interim Edu-
cation Director welcomed 
all and Joey Garfi eld gave 
the blessing. Blood River 
Singers accompanied as the 
children marched in their 
white caps, gowns and leis 
to the stage. Once there 
the graduates entertained 
all singing “Yamakudi” 
the Bear song and “Gatha-
wosh” the Lady Bug song 
under the direction of Ve-
ronica Garfi eld, Linda Coff-
man and Christina Jaquez.
Each graduate received 
Diplomas, gifts and back-
packs handed out by Veron-
ica Garfi eld, Linda Coff-
man, Kenneth McDarment 
III and Robert Camarena.
Those graduating that night 
were; Charity Rose Patricia 

Aguilar, Avanaco Cabral, Mya M. Camarena, Malia Ani Castaneda, Janessa Star Ce-
ballos, Saber S. Esquivel, Cedar D. Farmer, Mercedes Fox, Glessin Franco and Kayley 
Dakota Harris. Kenneth C. McDarment IV, Richard McDarment III, Leila Meier, Eliaz 
Leonardo Mendoza, Ava Patricia Moisa, Korin Pearl Morgan, Ruth Tovar, Kristina Ei-
leen, Kylie Vigil, Gage Franco Wright and Ivan Wyatt graduated also.
After the commencements all dined on pizza and there was congratulatory cake as well.
It is now on to kindergarten for these fi ne young students in the fall. We wish them 
well on their new path into the education system. They will go far with the help of their 
families, community and the Tule River Education Department. Please congratulate 
them when you see them.
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Continued on page 33

CIBA comes to Tule River

Mandy Marine, Dunlap Band of Mono Indians, gave 
thanks to the Tule River for helping in their fi ght to be 
federally recognized.

This photo was on display taken in 1994 or 95 of this 
group of women on a gathering trip sponsored by a 
grant from the Fresno Arts Council. In the pictures is 
Judy Nieto, Ruby Bays, Shawn “Williams” Gonzales, 
Louis Williams, Clara Charley, Gladys McKinney, 
Ruby Vargas, Susan Hamilton and Marie Wilcox. 

Carrie and Johnny Franco welcomed Gathering at-
tendees.

Many came from far and near to demonstrate their skills 
at weaving. They also came to visit and fellowship.

Tule River was proud to host the California Indian Bas-
ketweavers Association gathering last month at the Tule 
River Gym. The gathering, dedicated in the memory of 
fellow basket weaver Clara Charlie, was well attended. 
Weavers, family and friends came from all over the coun-
try to participate in this event.
The event, opened to the community, offered many cul-
tural demonstrations such as basketweaving, clap stick 
making, drum making and healing plants information. 
Many vendors, in attendance offered books, art, weaving 
supplies, jewelry and much more.
Mandy Marine, Dunlap Band of Mono Indians, gave 

thanks to the Tule River for helping in their fi ght to be 
federally recognized. There was also a photo on display 
from 1994 or 95 of a group of women on a gathering 
trip sponsored by a grant from the Fresno Arts Council to 
teach them how to gather the basket weaving supplies and 
how to weave a receiving basket or a gathering basket. In 
the picture is Judy Nieto, Ruby Bays, Shawn “Williams” 
Gonzales, Louise Williams, Clara Charley, Gladys McK-



More pictures on page 17
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There was clowning around last month!

There were lots of booths for Koby Nieto to check out 
and many activities to do at the TRIHC Health Fair 
last month.

Maureen Price, from the Education Department tries 
her hand at getting in shape!

Joey Garfi eld blessed the event with song and prayer.

Zona Franco had many cultural items to share.

Yes, there was lots of clowning around, but not with 
your health. The Tule River Indian Health Center spon-
sored their annual Health Fair last month with the title of 
“Don’t Clown around with Your Health” and many really 
got into the theme. It was a circus atmosphere with bal-
loons, clowns and much more.
Attendees were treated to very important health and safe-
ty information from the many booths in and outside of 
the Tule River Gym. There were hand outs, many games 
to play and lots of prizes and raffl es.

McGruff the Crime Dog was there as well as Smokey the 
Bear to help all remember to protect yourself from crime 
and fi re. The kids clamored to get their pictures taken 
with the two.
Insurance companies, Tulare County Offi ces, Get in 
Shape, the Health Clinic Department and many many 
more establishments had booths with valuable informa-
tion and little gifts for all to take home to enjoy.

A clown was on hand to paint the kids faces and tie bal-
loon animals.
All were treated to a healthy lunch and snow cones were 
available to help beat the heat.
It was a day of raffl es, prizes, food, education and most of 
all fun! Just check out all the pictures.



What Does UNITY stand for?
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Many went home with some great raffl e prizes. Some 
for adult and the kids as well.

McGruff the crime dog was on hand with a message 
to protect yourselves and your home too.

Just one of the many games there were to play at the 
Health Fair. This one was all about stress.

These girls from the Health Clinic really got into the 
theme as did many others.

Kay 'Lee Meredith gives Smokey a little squeeze!



Continued on page 19
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End of year Incentive Luncheon

Here are the students that are entering the seventh grade next fall.

Students, family and friends gathered for the last Incentive Luncheon last month.

Students, family and 
friends gathered under the 
Eagle Mountain Event Tent 
last month to celebrate the 
last Title VII Incentive 
Luncheon last month.
A delicious lunch was pro-
vided by the Stan Santos' 
family to all in attendance.
Porterville Unifi ed School 
District Programs Direc-
tor, Martha Stuemky, wel-
comed all, thanked, and 
acknowledged Tule River 
Tribal Council for being 
responsible for the Incen-
tive luncheons. She noted 
that the numbers of attend-
ees has steadily increased 
throughout the years and 
gave praise to the Tule 
River Education Depart-
ment, parents and the com-
munity for the increase. 
Ms. Stuemky stated that to 
achieve a seat at an Incen-
tive Luncheon the student 
must receive a 2.0 or better, 
be well behaved in school 
and meet the attendance re-
quirement.
Yolanda Gibson, Tule Riv-
er Tribal Council, acknowl-
edged those who were en-
tering the seventh grade 
and the title VII program by 
awarding them movie tick-
ets. “We are here to support 
all the students,” she said. 
She went on to say, “Use 
this time as a stepping stone 
to better your education.”
Kenneth McDarment and 
Aaron Franco, Tule River 
Tribal Council as well as 
Ms. Gibson presented cer-
tifi cates to students that 
met all the requirements. 
Those who were eligible to 
attend the Luncheons for 
all four quarters received a 
gift card for $50 and those 

who had perfect attendance 
all year received gift cards 
for $100.
Bartlett Middle School saw 
Dezaray Alfaro and Robert 
Becerra honored for Per-
fect Attendance all year and 
eligible to attend all four 
Luncheons. Honored for at-
tending all four Luncheons 
and perfect attendance in 
the fourth quarter were Ra-
ven Avila, Robert Jimenez 
and Rudy Jimenez. Aaliyah 

Leyva and Brandon Wana-
tee received certifi cates for 
their grades. Receiving the 
$50 gift card for attendance 
to all for Luncheons were 
Celeste Lorta, Brandon 
McDarment, Patricia Ro-
darte Gibson and Joaquin 
Bear Santos.
Perfect Attendance for the 
quarter and attending all 
four Luncheons at Bur-
ton Middle School were 
Marissa Barella and Alica 

Gahart. Heather Bates had 
perfect attendance in the 
fourth quarter.  Receiving 
certifi cates for their grades 
were Casey Breshears, 
Isaac Camerena and Chas-
ity Morales.
Falcon Atwell received a 
certifi cate for his grades 
in the fourth quarter and 
Adam Jasso was honored 
for being eligible to attend 
all four Luncheons from 
Citrus High School.



Continued on page 20

More Incentive
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Pioneer Middle School.

Sequoia Middle School.

Bartlett Middle School.

Victor Silvas - Wilson 
Middle School.

Julia Hunter - Summit 
Charter School.

Isaac Camarena - Burton 
Middle School.

From Granite Hills High 
School Laura Salas re-
ceived honors for perfect 
attendance and being eli-
gible to attend all four Lun-
cheons. Tracey Carrillo, 
Earlene McDarment and 
Kaylee Murillo had perfect 
attendance for the fourth 
quarter and received the 
$50 gift card for Luncheon 
attendance for all four 
quarters. Michael Alverez, 
Aaron Bernal and Brittany 
Peyron all had perfect at-
tendance for the fourth 
quarter. Brandon Martinez 
attended all four Incentive 
Luncheons and qualify-
ing for grade certifi cates 
were Andrew Alvarez, Sky 
Hunter, Joshua Lewis and 
Stinson Tanner.
Awarded perfect atten-
dance for the fourth quar-
ter and attending all four 
Luncheons from Harmony 
Magnet Academy were Jes-
sica Brandenburg, Justyne 
Gurrola, Kandyce Gurrola, 
Justine Peyron and William 
Villegas. Sky Ironshield at-
tended all four Luncheons 
and Anthony Murillo had 
perfi ect attendance for the 
fourth quarter.
Haley McDarment from 
L.B. Hill qualifi ed for all 
four Luncheons.
Representing Monache 
High School and receiv-
ing honors for attending all 
four Luncheons were Greg 
Albright, Dezha Guillermo, 
Luis Martinez and Tanah 
Skiles. Desirea Garay re-
ceived perfect attendance 
for the fourth quarter.
Those with perfect atten-
dance all year and were 
eligible to attend all four 
luncheons from Pioneer 

Middle School were Cristal 
Aparicio, Michael Breed-
love and Ronan Carabay. 
Daniel Acevedo, Bhrea 
Acosta, Jayden Behill, 
Aaron Franco, Wes Franco, 
Paul Manuel, John Patino, 
Lea Ramos, Matthew Rios, 
Dexter Savage and Isaiah 
Williams all received hon-
ors for fourth quarter perfect 
attendance and attending all 
four Incentive Luncheons. 
Qualifi ers for attendance 
for all four quarters were 
Franki Alviso, Kyler Chico, 
Courtney Hendrix, Brittany 
Hernandez, Adrian Jasso, 
Johnae McDarment, Wyatt 
McDarment, Breezy Orle-
nia Ortega, Kea Ortiz, As-
pasia Teran and Kamillia 
Towns. Qualifying for the 
quarter were Shyony Baga, 
Aaron Chavez, Claude 
Larry DeSoto, Jared Dick, 
Ashlyn Hernandez, Mark 
Osborne, Jaleena Perez, 
Elias Peyron, Josie Rios 
and Cole Tyson Williams.
Pleasant View School saw 
Taliann Hunter received 
honors for perfect atten-
dance for the fourth quarter 
and attendance for all four 
Luncheons.
Daryn Dashner, Tatiana 



And even more Incentive
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Adam Jasso - Citrus High 
School.

Haley McDarment - 
L.B.Hill

Porterville High School.

Monache High School.

Granite Hills  High School.

Harmony Magnet Academy

DeSoto and Madison Hunter were awarded honors for 
perfect attendance all year and all four Luncheons from 
Porterville High School. Danielle Jimenez was honored 
for perfect attendance for all year. Those honored for per-
fect attendance in the fourth quarter and attending all four 
Luncheons were Joseph Canizales, Felicia Celeya, Isaiah 
Gonzales, Taylor Mueller, Topanga Towns and Sophia 
Venegas. Those who qualifi ed for all four Luncheons 
were Kayla Albright, Weliyah Baga, Rodney Barrios, 
Alicia Dabney, Natasha Franco, Brandon Garfi eld, Julius 
Malone, Warren Malone, Dejah McDowell, Serena Mon-
tijo, Destinee Munoz, Jaymee Perez and Shane Santos. 
Daniel Alviso, Sterling Flores, Zandria Flores, Christo-
pher Guzman, Kayla Llamas, Lila Martinez and Buffalo 
Peyron all had perfect attendance in the fourth quarter. 
Qualifying for the fourth Luncheon were Julie Aparicio, 
Shanshelly Baga, Kassandra Carabay, Julio Cruz, James 
Holmes, Ooh-Shook McDarment, Dorothy Peyron and 
Wenona Quijas.
Janessa Garay received awards for perfect attendance all 
year and all four Incentive Luncheons for Sequoia Middle 
School. Those who qualifi ed for all four Luncheons were 
Victoria Burrough, Lorrain McDarment and Deserae Ro-
driguez. Perfect attendance for the Fourth quarter awards 
went to Aidan Facio and Arrow Facio. Lewin Flores and 
Gino Guillermo were honored for fourth quarter grades.
Julia Hunter was honored for attending all four quarter 
Luncheons and Destiny Hernandez for fourth quarter 
grades from Summit Charter Academy.
Wilson Middle School saw Victor Silvas honored for 
fourth quarter grades.
Congratulate all these kids on a job well done when you 
see them. Enjoy your summer you all earned it.
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Charmaine McDarment educates Leadership Porter-
ville Class of 2014.

Leadership Porterville visits Tule River

Leadership Porterville class of 2014 made a stop at the 
Tule River for an impromptu history on the Tule River 
Reservation and California Indians facilitated by Char-
maine McDarment, General Counsel.
The reason for the visit was to continue building the ever-
growing relationship with the City of Porterville and Tule 
River.
Leadership Porterville is a program, which focuses pri-
marily on the various topics affecting Porterville and the 
surrounding areas. Training includes analysis of complex 
and controversial local issues, introduction to leaders of 
business, civic and religious organizations, and participa-
tion in problem-solving and decision-making activities.
The purpose of the program is to enable potential and 
emerging community leaders to positively affect the Por-
terville area as interested and informed residents, with the 
hope to inspire active and effective involvement through 
confi dence, skills and knowledge gained by program par-
ticipation. 

Community Meeting
Mark your calendars for

Saturday,  August 3rd 9 a.m.
Tule River Gym.

All Community members
 are invited to attend.

Come out and
voice your opinion.

Know what the issues are.
Hear what your neighbors have to say.

CAHSRA Cultural Resources, Sarah Allred addressed 
members of NAGPRA last month.

High-Speed Train Project explained??

Representatives from the California High-Speed Rail 
Authority (CAHSRA) met with members of the Na-
tive American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act 
(NAGPRA) last month to explain how the project would 
be constructed. Hosted by the Tule River Tribal Council 
the meeting was held at the River steakhouse. 
In attendance, there were NAGPRA representatives from 
Tule River, Table Mountain and Santa Rosa Rancheria. 
Sarah Allred and Jennier Nishikawa represented CAH-
SRA and for the Federal Railroad Administration there 
was Stephanie Perez and Colleen Vaughn.
Sarah Allred, CAHSRA Cultural Resources, addressed 
attendees stating that the project will be done in Phases 
and that 41% of the labor force will be local hires. This 
is good news for the valley, but the main concern of the 
NAGPRA members was how sensitive areas were going 
to be treated. It appeared that there has not been much 
communication between the agencies and there have 
been no plans or procedures put into place if remains or 
artifacts are located during construction.  It is also un-
clear if an archaeological plan is in place or who will 
monitor the project.
It was stated that there are known locations along the pro-
jected routes and questions were asked as what was being 
done about this problem. No suffi cient answers were giv-
ing at this time.
This is a major concern of the NAGPRA representatives 
and many felt that the CAHSRA has been lazy in their 
planning and lacking in their communication skills.
There were discussions conducted between NAGPRA 
representatives and CAHSRA personnel and contact 
information traded in the hopes that there will be bet-
ter communication. It is back to the drawing board for 
the CAHSRA for the Phase of the project from Fresno to 
Bakersfi eld with the hope that the NAGPRA will have in-
put into the project and be able to utilize Native America 
monitors.



Rodeo time in Indian Country

Rodeo Committee with 2013 Tule River Rodeo Queen 
Chelsea James.
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Last month it was Rodeo Time at Tule River. Tule River 
hosted the fi rst INFR Tour Rodeo in honor of San Juan’s 
Day since 1975.
All the cowboys and girls gathered at McCarthy Ranch 
for some rip snorting fun and cowboyed down for three 
days.

The Tule River Rodeo Committee did an excellent job 
of pulling it all together. McCarthy Ranch was renovated 
into permanent Rodeo Grounds, contestants signed up, 
there was entertainment and fun and food for all.

Chelsea James was crowned 2013 Tule River Rodeo 
Queen on June 21st and all danced the night away to the 
tunes of Blue Jacket. Saturday ended with dancing to the 
country beat of Jerry Hall and Trick Shot.
Saturday and Sunday were days of full rodeo entertain-
ment with bull riding, bronc riding, steer wrestling and 
roping and barrel racing.

The Grand Entry

The SilverDollar Dig and Pull the Ribbon Off Tail Race 
were big hits with the kids and all Rodeo goers enjoyed 
the Wild Horse Races both days as well.

Professional Rodeo Clown, Brian Potter had all laughing, 
clapping and cheering to his great performance.
Thank the Committee for the fi ne job they did and know 
they are already planning for next year.
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The Sequoia National Forest will 
hold a series of public meetings to 
continue to dialogue and receive in-
put from the public and interested 
stakeholders on Forest Plan Revi-
sion. The Sequoia National Forest 
Land and Resource Management 
Plan was completed in 1988. While 
parts of the plan remain relevant, 

some elements need to be updated to meet changing de-
mands and to incorporate new information. 
As part of the current assessment phase, the Forest Ser-
vice has developed a series of topic papers and made them 
available for review and feedback in the Living Assessment 
WIKI on Our Forest Place, www.ourforestplace.ning.com. 
On the Our Forest Place website, click Living Assessment 
at the top of the page. On the Living Assessment page, click 
Assessment Chapters on the left side of the page or at the 
bottom of the page. The next page lists the topic papers by 
chapters, and by the area they cover (Bio-region, Sierra NF, 
Sequoia NF, Inyo NF). Clicking on the Sequoia NF link will 
take you to the topic paper for that chapter specifi c to the 
Sequoia National Forest.
Input can be provided through the Living Assessment WIKI, 
or by hardcopy or e-mail, delivered to 1839 South Newcomb 
St., Porterville, CA  93257, or comments-pacifi csouthwest-
sequoia@fs.fed.us. The topic papers are available for public 
review and feedback through July 31, 2013
Workshops and a webinar will be held for anyone interested 
in learning more about the topic papers for the Sequoia Na-
tional Forest. Each workshop will consist of presentations 
and opportunities for questions regarding the various topic 
papers and the Forest Plan revision process. 
• Tuesday, July 9, Forest Supervisor's Offi ce, 1839 So. 

Newcomb St., Porterville, 6:00-8:00 p.m. 
• Wednesday, July 10, Webinar (for those unable to attend 

a meeting), 10:00 a.m.–noon.
• Thursday, July 11, Kernville Elementary School, 13350 

Sierra Way, Kernville, 6:00-8:00 p.m. 
These meetings will build on conversations from earlier 
meetings and allow participants to discuss the forest assess-
ment topics in greater detail with members of the Sequoia 
Forest Plan Revision team. During this assessment phase of 
the Forest Plan Revision process, the public can share key 
information they have about the forest and raise specifi c in-
terests and concerns.
Please contact Maria Ulloa, Forest Planner, at 559-784-
1500, extension 1160, or at mtulloa@fs.fed.us, for more in-
formation about the topic papers, meetings, or to register for 
the webinar. More information on Forest Plan Revision is 
available on the Sequoia National Forest website at http://
www.fs.usda.gov/sequoia/ForestPlanRevision. 

Forest Plan Revision open dialogue 
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Forest news 
By Brian Rueger, Forest Manager

Forestry Project Work Continues in the Mountains

When It Comes To Forest Management, Tribal 
Nations Accomplish More With Less

In late May, the forestry crew moved back to the moun-
tainous areas on the north side of the Reservation to be-
gin project work for the 2013 fi eld season. The crew will 
continue work on a long-term forest management project 
designed to lower the fi re hazard and improve the health 
within the Tribal forest. The project is funded primarily 
by the USDA Sequoia National Forest with additional 
funds contributed by the Tribal Council.
This summer the crew will focus their work in the vicin-
ity of the Solo Road, located south from Solo Peak. Areas 
of dense vegetation and small trees will be thinned to re-
duce the ‘fuel load’ that presents a fi re hazard. This ‘fu-
els reduction’ activity is important since this part of the 
forest has accumulated a tremendous amount of growth 
over the years. Thinning out some of the weaker trees 
will provide more sunlight and water for the remaining 
trees to grow and survive these times of drought. The 
light snowfall last winter has resulted in less water run-
ning in the creeks and less water in the soil available for 
plants to use.   

A recently released report by the Indian Forest Manage-
ment Assessment Team (IFMAT) concluded that Tribal 
forestry programs are severely underfunded by the feder-
al government.  At the same time, the report emphasized 
that Tribal forests have become a model for sustainable 
management.
“Tribal forests are managed by the very people who de-
pend on them for their livelihoods and way of life,” said 
Philip Rigdon, president of the Intertribal Timber Coun-
cil and member of the Yakama Nation.  “We take an eco-
nomically and ecologically balanced and sustainable ap-
proach to forest management because our people and the 
generations to follow have to live with the consequences 
of our actions in countless ways,” added Mr. Rigdon.
The Tule River Tribe was an active participant last year 
in a nation-wide assessment of Tribal forestry programs.  
Tule River was selected as one of 20 Tribes for the IF-
MAT team to visit and conduct their
site survey.  The IFMAT visitors were very impressed by 
the project work completed by the Tribe’s forestry and 
range crews.
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Submited by Rondii Nieto
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A little history
Bobby’s baby bear & Hollis’ donkeys ©
A story by Lawrence Garfield written by his wife Andy Garfield

Continued on page 33
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Bobby McDarment and Lawrence Garfi eld today.

They are!

Glorianna Montijo shared this picture of the Silversmith 
Guild; it was next to the Tule River Co-op Store where 
the Education building stands now. Classes were provid-
ed by Al Konder of Konder’s Jewelers. The picture was 
taken in the early 1980s. In the back row from the left are 
Craig Eugene, Leonard Manuel Sr., Sylvester Garfi eld, 
David Hunter and the instructor, Al Konder. Up front are 
Denise Hunter, Lilly Munoz (Lara), Pauline Franco, and 
Eva Lou Garfi eld.
Got lots of guesses on this one! Tina Peyron got them 
all. Got a message from Carolyn, she knew who they all 
were; I couldn’t understand her last name though, sorry. 
Darleen Bennett called all the way from Carson City to 
guess. She knew Leonard Manuel, Sylvester Garfi eld, 
Denise Hunter and Lily Munoz. Sonny James knew them 
all too and so did Judy Nieto.

The Hollis McDarment family lived across the river a 
ways. It was a pretty place near the mouth of a canyon. 
Close by was a small creek that fl owed into the Tule Riv-
er.
Hollis and his wife Sara had about nine children. One of 
them was Bobby. Like most of the adult men, young and 
old, Bobby was wild, daring and a “Hell of a Cowboy”.
The McDarments were also known for their menagerie of 
animals among which were ducks, chickens, guinea hens, 
dogs, donkeys and more. No one could get near his house 
without someone knowing because the guineas and dogs 
raised a ruckus.
One day Bobby roped a young bear which he referred to 
as a “baby bear”; he roped it and brought it home, col-
lared it and chained it up. I suppose he had help with all 
this but I do not know who it was or how many.
We had heard about the bear and that Bobby roped it, 
that and nothing more! Then one day as a few of us were 
walking along the river near the old “Sand Corrals” Bob-
by came riding by. He stopped and we started talking. 
He told us about the bear, “baby bear”. Of course he sug-
gested that all of us boys come over to his place to see it.
The next day or so we saw Glen McDarment at school. 
Glen was Bobby‘s younger brother, who was our age. We 
asked him about the bear. That evening Donald, Sylvester 
and I decided to walk over to see this little bear cub. We 
were feeling sorry for the “baby bear” that had been taken 
from its mama.
The moon was out, which was important because walk-
ing in the night was risky. There were many rattle snakes 
out and moving about.
So off we went to the McDarments. When we got near by 
the dogs and guineas started raising hell announcing our 
arrival. We just kept going through the gate and up the 

hill. As we approached the tack house we heard chains 
rattling, which did not alarm us. But it should have! 
Rounding the corner of the tack house was a half grown 
bear cub. It came at us tooth and toe nail, snarling and 
growling with murder in its eyes. It happened so fast we 
stood frozen within inches of this raging ball of fur, teeth 
and claws. As it hit the end of its chain it took a wild fl ip 
in the air. We were so stunned our brains didn’t seem to 
communicate with our feet. We couldn’t move.
Everyone at the house was laughing as we recovered and 
moved aside, out of the way. This wasn’t the tiny baby 
bear we thought we were going to see. We weren’t laugh-
ing yet. We stayed and visited for a while. Looking back 
in time it was funny. We heard that it was not long after 
that Hollis told his boys to return the bear to the wild be-
fore someone got hurt.
On the way home we started laughing, excitedly going 
over the events of the eveing. It sure wasn’t the tiny baby 
bear we felt so sorry for earlier in the day.

Continued on page 33



Guess Who?
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Do you know who these fellows are? Can you guess where these pictures were taken? Here a hint, the pictures 
were taken in 1959.

If you know who they are you know what to do. Hope to hear from you soon.

Here is an oldie, can you guess who these loggers are? A hint - they worked for the Mount Whitney Logging 
Company and the picture was taken in the high country. The fellow on the far right is unknown so the family 
who submitted this photo would like to know who he is. Do you know?
If you guess right your name will appear here in the August Newsletter. Just give me a call at 781-4271 ext. 
1047, email me at news@tulerivertribe-nsn.gov or just come on by the Tribal Offi ce for a chat.



They are!

A little bit of  Tribal history
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Delores Martinez submit-
ted this photo of her sister 
Leta Garfi eld. Judy Nieto 
knew who she was and so 
did Sonny James.

Here is a little bit of Tribal 
history submitted by Kimm 
Nieto, just how cute is little 
Melanie Santos!
This appeared in the Por-
terville Recorder about 17 
years ago!
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Bobby’s baby bear & Hollis’ donkeys  Cont'd
As we neared home we heard rattling in the bushes and 
trees. Watching silently we shortly discovered it was Hol-
lis’ donkeys. What a bit of luck. It didn’t take us long to 
decide to catch them. Donkeys are tricky and very smart. 
After considerable maneuvering we fi nally got them into 
the nearby Sand Corrals and trapped.
Corralling animals does not mean they are caught and 
ready to ride. It only means they will be easier to catch 
one at a time. Soon each of us had a donkey to ride.
For a while we rode around the corrals guiding them with 
a simple cotton rope tired around their nose. Not that 
it does a lot of good as donkeys are smart. Sometimes 
smarter than boys and will have it their way or no way.
We soon tired of riding in circles in the Sand Corrals. The 
wide open spaces beckoned. Before opening the gate to 
freedom we removed our cotton ropes. We did this to pre-
vent the possibility of losing them. For us it was harder 
to fi nd a bit of cotton rope than it was to fi nd Hollis’ don-
keys on a moon lit night.
We knew that as soon as we left the corrals the donkeys 
would be looking for a place to dump us. Then off they 
would run ropes and all. Donkeys are impossible to hang 
on to. Their necks meet their Backs with no withers to 
brace against. Their backs are shaped like a razor backed 
wild hog, pointed and slick.
As soon as the gate was opened we were out, armed only 
with a little willow switch. The little willow switch was 
used to guide them. We’d tap their necks hoping they’d 
turn the way we wanted to go. How long we rode and 
how far depended on them, not us. Where we rode also 
was their choice, not ours.
Finally they really got tired of us, choosing their weapons 
carefully they ran under some low hanging branches. Our 
choice was jump off or be knocked off.
Once we were gone they trotted off, “hee-hawing” loudly 
and madly switching their tails. That, the switching, al-
ways reminded me of my mom’s broom when she was 
hurrying with her sweeping.
Swiftly the donkeys melted into the nearby brush. No 
more to be seen. Quietly they stood. They knew for sure 
what we were up to. The advantage was theirs with a big 
set of ears and four sturdy legs. They had no intentions 
of being caught again on this night. If we guessed where 
they were we started edging closer they would sink deep-
er into the bush taunting us.
Eventually we gave up and they went trotting off into the 
night braying, almost as if they were laughing at us.
Sometimes we felt like the game was theirs, that they 
trapped us and tricked us. That it was their big joke.
Maybe it was a little of both. We had done it all before 
and would do it again if the chance was there. It was lots 
of rough and tumble fun. It was for us part of growing up 
on the Rez so long ago.
PS: I’m sure Bobby Mac could add a lot to the Bear sto-
ry…….

Lois Conner Bohna, North Fork Mono, demonstrates 
her skill at weaving.

More on CIBA Gathering

This is Gladys McKinney, Dunlap Mono, starting a 
basket.

inney, Ruby Vargas, Susan Hamilton and Marie Wilcox. 
On display was the Basketweavers Showcase with many 
baskets, hats and even a beautiful woven woman on ex-
hibit. Nicola Larson had a gathering basket on display 
saying, “I weave because I love it.” She also said, “I 
weave because it teaches me patience.”
Lois Conner Bohna also known as the Acorn Lady dem-
onstrated her skill at weaving and provided fi ve gallons 
of Acorn Mush for the evening meal on Saturday of the 
event. “I weave to keep my culture alive,” she said.
Many others demonstrated their weaving skills as they 
visited with each other making it a weekend of fellowship 
as will as education.
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News of  and for the Elders

The Elders game together for their monthly meeting held 
in the Brafford Room last month to hear CFO, Froilan 
Sarmiento talk on the Elders Budget. Mr. Sarmiento an-
swered questions and explained the process of spending 
money from the budget.
Marcia Hunter-Estrada, TRAP Advisory Board, ad-
dressed the Elders concerning a survey on Domestic Vio-
lence. 200 Tribal members will feel out the questionnaire 
and the results will be published in the August issue of 
the Tule River Newsletter. The reason for the survey is 
to ascertain if there is a need for more women’s services 
here on the Reservation.
The Elders Council is in the process of planning the Tule 
River Elders Gathering to be held August 15th through 
the 18th. They are seeking input and urged any Elders 
interested in helping to attend the Gathering meetings.
The Rodeo Committee offered a package for the fi rst 100 
Elders to the Rodeo for free entry, a T-shirt, a program 
and a meal.
Fathers were honored for Father’s Day with gifts of mugs 
fi lled with goodies and all dined on a delicious lunch with 
cake in honor of June birthdays.
The next day Elders gathered for breakfast at Eagle 
Mountain’s Forest Buffet. Matthew Mingrone, Marketing 
Director for EMC, gave a rundown on the current promo-
tions and entertainment. Sarah Evens is making an ap-
pearance on July 19th and Trace Atkins will be appearing 
August 20th at the EMC Event Tent. Both shows should 
prove to be very entertaining.
The Elders Council would like to invite all Tule River 
Elders to their next meeting to be held at the Brafford 
Room on Wednesday, 10 at 10 a.m. Lunch will be served.

Tule River CFO, Froilan Sarmiento talked on the El-
ders Budget at their June Meeting
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 Pow-wows & Things Pow-wows & Things

July 5-7 - 36th THREE RIVERS LODGE POW-
WOW - 13505 Union Road, Three Rivers Indian Lodge, 
Manteca, CA - Info: 209-858-2421
July 14 & 15 - BALBOA PARK CULTURAL DAYS - 
Balboa Park, CA - info: Indian Human Resource center, 
616-281-5964 or Chuck Cadotte  at 619-994-0392
July 18-20 - FOR ALL MY RELATIONS: A CON-
FERENCE FOR INDIAN FAMILIES - National Indi-
an Justice Center, 5250 Aero Dr., Santa Rosa, CA - Info: 
(707) 579-5507 Email nijc@aol.com or on line at www.
nijc.org
July 19 -21 - REDBIRD’S 2013 CHILDREN OF 
MANY COLORS INTERTRIBAL POW-WOW  - 
7075 Campus Rd., Moorpark College Athletic Field, 
Moorpark, CA - Info: (805) 217-0364 Email redbirds_vi-
sion@hotmail.comor on line at www.redbirdsvision.org
July 27 - BIG TIME - Dry Creek Rancheria, 3333 Skaggs 
Springs Rd., Geyserville, CA - Info call Lori Leach at 
707-522-4227 or Max Cordova at 707-70-6779
Aug. 2-4 - SIERRA MONO MUSEUM'S 43rd ANNU-
AL INDIAN FAIR DAYS & POW-WOW - North Fork 
Recreation Center, 33507 Road 230, North Fork, CA - 
Info: Stephanie Clark 559-877-2115 Email staffmono-
museum@gmail.com or on line at www.SierraMonoMu-
seum.org
Aug. 9-12 - 19TH ANNUAL SACRAMENTO CON-
TEST POW-WOW - 715 Broadway, O'Neil Park, 
Sacramento, CA - Info: 916-804-7326 Email wailaki10@
comcast.net or on line at sacpowwow.org

Aug. 24 & 25 - SANA ROSA DAYS POW-WOW - 
Santa Rosa Rancheria, Lemoore CA - Info: Aurora Cuara 
559-707-0190 or email ACuara@tachi-yukut-nsn.gov.
Aug. 31 & Sept. 1 - 32nd ANNUAL LABOR DAY 
WEEKEND POW-WOW  - 3601 Pacifi c Ave, Univer-
sity of the Pacifi c, Stockton, CA - Info: (209) 933-7425, 
ext. 8069 or Email dfl eming@stockton.k12.ca.us
Sept. 13-15 - SYCUAN 23rd ANNUAL POW-WOW 
- 5459 Sycuan Road, Sycuan Pow-wow Grounds, El Ca-
jon,  CA - Info: Julie La Brake 619-445-7776 Email jal-
abrake@sycuan-nsn.gov or on line at Sycuan.com.
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Hard core ‘Confl ict’ at EMC

Evenly matched and battling it out in three rounds were 
Carlos Becerra from Modesto and Cameron Ramirez 
from Team Elite, Visalia with Becerra taking the fi ght 
with a unanimous decision in his début fi ght.
Tule River’s own Tony Vera was taken down in 21 sec-
onds of the fi rst round by Big Sandy’s William “Little 
Bear” Johnson with a head kick Vera didn’t see coming. 
Ref, Cecil “Free My” Peoples had to wrestle Johnson off 
Vera.
Next, it was Noah Schnabel vs. Josh Herrick. Herrick 
took Schnabel down in round one with a rear choke, but it 
wasn’t enough for, in round two, Schnabel took out Her-
rick by submission with a rear naked choke in 1:07.
Anthony Wedlock, Team Tule River, took on J.C. Llamas 
out of Bakersfi eld to no avail as Llamas defeated Wed-
lock with a rear naked choke that forced him to tap out 30 
seconds in round one.
KO of the night was awarded to Ryan Reneau, One Na-

tion Fight Team, after he dropped Matt Salazar, Team 
Elite, with a big right elbow 42 seconds into the third 
round.
Brandon Cohea hailing from Springville beat Tule Riv-
er’s Dakota Bell after battling it out for two rounds. Bell 
gave Cohea a run for his money in round one, but Cohea 
came back with leg kicks and punches wearing bell down 
so he was unable to return to fi ght round three giving Co-
hea his fi rst win.
Ruben “Warpath” Villareal and Tule River’s Owen Rubio 
battled it out for all three rounds, but Rubio was able to 
land more punches and it was a judges’ unanimous deci-
sion in Rubio’s favor.
Fearless Fighters, Adam Calderon from Porterville fear-
lessly attacked Sacramento’s Sam Garret landing combo 
after combo and fi nishing Garret off with a penalizing 
body kick. The fi ght was stopped by the ref 1:44 in the 
fi rst round.
Last Stand’s Brad McDonald from Modesto took on 
Thomas Diagne from Team AKA out of San José in the 
co-main event. It was a battle right from the start. Mc-
Donald came on strong, but to no avail as Diagne took 

McDonald to the matt landing punches. McDonald 
sprang up, but Diagne landed some hard back kicks to 
his body and added some knees drawing blood from Mc-
Donald’s cheek. After the fi rst round the doctor decided 
the cut was to severe to continue giving Diagne the win 
due to stoppage.
In the main event Fresno’s Billy Evangelista challenged 
Josh Thornburg from Lodi. Evangelista controlled the 
fi ght all the way taking Thornburg down for the ground 
and pound using his elbows from time to time. Thorn-
burg tried to engage in a ground fi ght by lying on the mat, 
which was boring to say the least, but Evangelista would 
not take the bait. In round three Thornburg looked tired 
and Evangelista took the fi ght with a hard right. Evange-
lista wins with a TKO after the ref stopped it in 1:31.

Owen Rubio battles with Ruben Villareal.

Ramirez and Becerra faught all three rounds.

Dakota Bell fought hard, but Brando Cohea got the 
win.
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It was Hammer Time! at EMC

It truly was “Hammer Time” last month at the Eagle Moun-
tain Casino Event Tent and if you missed this concert, you 
were really out of luck. He was right on. He still has it and 
his show just knocks your socks off! He has some superb 
dancers and engages in the crowd that is going wild all the 
time the singing and dancing is going on.
He gave tribute to Tupac with the Luther Vandross cover 
“Keep On”. He threw roses to all the ladies during the song 
“Have You Seen Her”. He did a song with his son, Jay 
“Boogie” Hammer, as a tribute to Father’s day, “2 Legit 2 
Quit”. Hammer and his crew danced into the audience and 
all jumped up to join him. They all ended up on state to be-
come part of the show and what a show it was. He danced, 
bumped and gyrated with those on stage with him.
He really is “2-legit-2-Quit” and you really “Can’t Touch 
This” in regards to his talent. He gave everyone what they 
wanted and more.

It was an unforgettable experience especially for the little 
kids that were lucky enough to join him. 
It’s going to be hard to beat this concert, but I bet for all 
you country fans Sara Evens can do the trick. She will be 
appearing, Saturday, July 20th at 8:30 p.m. See you there!Hammer and son do "2-Legit-2-Quit.

Roses for the ladies.

Hammer and Company sing "Pray".

Hammer invites audience up on stage.

Future stars on stage with MC Hammer.
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Hometown Porterville man, Brian Chester took home 
a cool $21,600 last montyh.
Brian Chester from Porterville went to visit his favorite 
casino to play a few slots and have some fun. As Brian 
played the Triple Strike slot machine at Eagle Mountain 
Casino, he hit the largest jackpot of his life taking home 
a cool $21,600.
 “I had been playing a bank of slots and decided to go 
back to my favorite Triple Strike slot machine. After 
playing it for about one hour three blue triple 7’s lined up 
on the reel and the bells started ringing. I was kind of in 
shock but very happy that I had hit a jackpot of that size,” 
said Brian of his good fortune. “I am extremely happy 
and feel very blessed to win this much money.
“Brian plans on going on vacation and paying off some 
of his bills with his winnings,” said Jim Valencia, Public 
Relations Coordinator at Eagle Mountain Casino.

Porterville Man Hits $21,600 at EMC $100,000 giveaway at EMC

Every Friday during the month of July Eagle Mountain 
Casino will be holding random Hot Seat Drawings from 
6 p.m. to 11 p.m. Each hour 5 guests will have a chance 
to win $1,000 in cash while playing their favorite slot ma-
chine. A total of $100,000 in cash will be given away dur-
ing this month and 100 guests will have a chance to win.
During this “Hot Seat Heaven” promotion, guests will 
need to be actively playing a slot machine with their 
Summit Club card.
While you are at Eagle Mountain Casino enjoy a Sea 
Food Dinner including Crab Legs at “The Forest Buffet” 
or a delicious Steak Dinner at “The River Steakhouse.”

Joyce Blackwood from Bakersfi eld Ca. went to visit 
Eagle Mountain Casino last Saturday to try her luck and 
have some fun. As Joyce played the Triple Double Stars 
dollar slot machine she hit a $9,000.00 jackpot.
“I got lucky and had a lot of fun,” said Joyce of her good 
fortune. “I’ve been coming to Eagle Mountain casino 
since they opened and I have always been lucky here; 
these slots really payout.”
“Joyce was very excited and had a large grin on her face,” 
said Jim Valencia, Public Relations Coordinator at Eagle 
Mountain Casino.
“More winners and more ways to win, isn’t just a slogan 
at Eagle Mountain Casino, it is our promise,” said Mar-
keting Director, Matthew Mingrone.

Porterville Man Hits $21,600 at EMC



made Evans one of the most compelling female vocalists 
of her generation.
If people are surprised to hear that Evans is back, it’s be-
cause it didn’t seem as though she’d ever gone away. She 
continued to tour and maintains close contact with her ac-
tive fan base. She became an author, signing a three-book 
deal with Thomas Nelson Publishers, which has already 
published two of her novels – The Sweet By and By and 
Softly and Tenderly. She released a greatest hits collec-
tion that included four new tunes, and she’s continually 
remained a favorite at country radio thanks to such hits as 
“Born to Fly,” “Suds in the Bucket,” “I Keep Looking,” 
“Perfect,” “No Place That Far” and “A Real Fine Place 
to Start.”
“Eagle Mountain Casino is excited to present this dynam-
ic country music star to our guests,” said Jim Valencia, 
Public Relations Coordinator for Eagle Mountain Casi-
no. “Her albums and singles have climbed the Billboard 
Music Charts and she has won two “Top Female Vocal-
ist” at the Academy of country Music Awards.
Tickets are available through Eagle Mountain Casino’s 
web site www.eaglemtncasino.com or the gift shop 800-
903-3353; $35.00 Reserved, $25.00 GA.

Casino Happenings

Eagle Mountain Casino proudly presents
Live Music in the Lounge

Every Friday & Satuarday nights
from 9 p.m. to 12 a.m.

July 5 & 6  G-Six

July 12 & 13 Brad Wilson

July 13 & 20 Shadow Canyon

July 26 & 27 Latin Lobos
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July 19 - SARA EVANS - Showtime 8:30 p.m.

August 20 - TRACE ATKINS - Showtie 8 p.m.

Sara Evans to appear at EMC

What's Happening in the Event Tent

Country music star, Sara Ev-
ans, is an American country 
music singer and song writ-
er. Her breakthrough came 
with her third studio album 
Born to Fly in 2000 when 
her lead single “Born to Fly” 
hit number one on the Hot 
Country Songs chart. This 
Country Music’s Sweetheart 
will grace the stage at Eagle 
Mountain Casino on July 
20th at 8:30 p.m.

Sometimes the best way for an artist to move forward is 
to take time to be still. There’s nothing that feeds a cre-
ative soul like taking time to soak up life and marinate in 
the moments that matter. Sara Evans embraced that phi-
losophy, and now, six years after her last studio album, 
she’s back with Stronger, a landmark record fi lled with 
the kind of gutsy explorations on life and love that have 

Please note: “Concerts are open to persons under 18, 
for tribal members only, excluding adult comedian 
shows and the Warrior’s Cage Fights.”

The Sunset Lounge
Tachi Place

Friday – The Red Bloods
Saturday– Blue Jacket

Sunday - Bandas y Groupos
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Arlone Buckskin-Bell
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